Kidnappers serve demand on Bonn 

BONN (AP) — The kidnappers of two German businessmen in' 
Beirut have de m an de d the release of a Lebanese hijack suspect 
a nd his b rother, who are imprisoned in West Germany, the Bild 
newspaper reported. The mass-circulation newspaper, citing' 
unidentified security sources, said the demand was maA» in a 
letter brought bade from the Middle East by a government 
middlemen over die weekend. The letter said the two business- 
men would “suffer consequences” unless the Bonn government 
releas ed hijack suspect Mohammad Ah ffamadw and bis 
brother. Ah Abbas Hamadci, according to Bild. B onn govern- 
ment officials dedined to comment on the report. U.S. officials 
have requested Mohammad AK HamadePs extradition. 
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Iraq reports naval battle 

BAHRAIN (R) — Iraq said its navy intercepted several Ir ani a n 
vessels in the northern Gulf on Sunday and sunk one of diem, 
while Tehran reported air attacks against Iraqi positions on the 
southern ground front. An Iraqi high c omman d communique 
did not identify the Iranian vessel sunk in the engagement, but 
said the other ships fled. A Tehran war communique, carried by 
the national news agency IRNA, said Iranian jets pounded Iraqi 
positions near the southern Iraqi city of Basra and returned to 
base. Iran launched a cross-border drive towards Basra, Iraq's 
second city, on Jan. 9. since when many thousands of casualties 
have been reported on both sides in fierce battles. Iraq said its 
forces southeast of Basra continued heavy artillery, tank and 
mortar shelling of Iranian positions. Iraq, which has reported 
almost daily air raids on targets in Iranian towns and cities since 
Jan. 9, did not report any air action on Sunday, probably 
because of bad weather. 
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Gorbachev to make 
new proposals 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev will 
deliver a speech on arms control 
next weekend in which he is ex- 
posed to suggest new ideas 
aimed at reaching an agreement 
with the United States, according, 
to CBS News. The network, 
quoting unidentified sources in 
the administration of President 
Ronald Reagan, said Soviet De- 
puty Foreign Minister Yuli 
Vorontsov, Moscow’s chief nego- 
tiator at the arms talks in Gene- 
va, recently told U.S. negotiator 
Max M. Kampelman of Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s planned address. Admi- 
nistration officials have been led 
to believe the speech will contain 
“new ideas aimed at achieving a 
major arms control agreement,” 
the network said. 

Iran said ready to 
free Egyptian PoWs 

ABU DHABI (R) — Iran has 
agreed to free Egyptian prisoners 
captured fighting for Iraq, 
Sudanese Foreign Minister Sharif 
Hindi was reported on Sunday as 
saying. The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) daily A1 Ittihad 
quoted him as saying in an inter- 
view in Khartoum that he had 
discussed the matter with Iranian 
officials and Iran had agreed to 
release the Egyptians in batches, 
starting this month. He did not 
say when the talks took place or 
how many prisoners were in- 
volved. But die paper quoted 
diplomatic sources as saying Iran 
held 13,000 Egyptians and would 
release 5,000 this month. 

India begins 
troop pullout 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The Indi- 
an army started .puffing out 
60,000 troops from the border 
with Pakistan in Jammu and 
Kashmir state Saturday in conso- 
nance with an agreement signed 
Wednesday. The United News of 
India, quoting an unidentified 
spokesman, said the pnHout was 
limited to the northern Jammu 
and Kashmir state and will be 
completed Feb. 19. 

Bomb hurled at 
Syrian mission in 
Brussels 

BRUSSELS (R) — A petrol 
bomb was thrown through a win- 
dow of the Syrian embassy in 
Brussels Saturday night but did 
not explode, Brussels police said 
Sunday. A man called the Bel- 
gian news agency Belga Saturday 
night claiming responsibility, 
saying the act was meant as “re- 
venge for the Palestinian people 
against the .regime of (Syrian 
President Hafez AI) Assad 
which is carrying out the annihila- 
tion of Palestinian refugees in the 
Shatila and Bourj Al Bara/neh 
camps (in Lebanon).” Police said 
the only damage to the embassy 
was a broken first floor window. 

Canadian engineer 
released in Tehran 

ST CATHARINES, Ontario 
(AP) — Canadian engineer Philip 
Engs, arrested in Iran last Dec. 2 
on espionage charges, was re- 
leased Sunday from a jail and is 
staying at a Tehran bouse, a. 
government spokesman was 
quoted as saying. External affairs 
spokesman Georges Delanoe told 
Broadcast News that Mr. Engs’ 
release was confirmed by the 
D anisfr ambassador in Tehran, 
who is acting on Canada’s behalf. 
“Mr. F-n g p has been released at 
130 p.m. Tehran time. He looks 
fine, in very good condition,” 
Delanoe said. 
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Kidnappers step up 
pressure with fresh 
ultimatum to Israel ... „ 

Peres rejects new warning and opts [ W eeks 

for quiet diplomacy with Bern’s offer 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 peace 


‘Camps 
war’ toll 
rises to 
545 dead 
in 11 


Cabinet studies action to boost 
customs duties and cut spending 


Combined agency dispatches 

BEIRUT — An underground group stepped 
up pressure on Israel on Sunday by issuing 
a fresh ultimatum to the Jewish state to 
release 400 Arab prisoners but the Israeli 
foreign minister rejected the ultimatum. 


A statement issued by the Ma- 
mie Jihad for the Liberation of 
Palestine, in the name of its four 
"captives — three Americans and 
an Tnrfian with residence status in 
the U.S. — warned Israel that the 
four would be killed unless 400 
Arab prisoners held in Israeli 
detention camps were freed by 
Monday. The letter, handwritten 
in bad English, was read out in an 
accompanying 10-minute video 
film delivered to an international 
news agency in Beirut. 

Apparently in response to the 
ultimatum, the Israeli foreign 
minister, Shimon Peres, told 
Israeli army radio: “Israel cannot 
and will not operate according to 


Weinberger 
says no 
plan for 
military 
strike 

LONDON (Agencies) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger denied on Sunday 
that the United States was plan- 
ning a military strike to aid hos- 
tages held in Lebanon. 

But he said Washington would 
be prepared to intervene to help 
ensure the safety of A ng l i ca n 
envoy Terry Waite if Britain cal- 
led for assistance. 

Interviewed by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 

(BBC), Mr. Weinberger said the 
United States hoped for the safe- 
ty of Mr. Waite, who has been 
missing dace Jan. 20 in his latest , 
bid to free Western hostages held 
in Lebanon. 1 

“If the British government felt 
there was something we could do 
to be helpful- we would want to 
cooperate frilly and in every way 
or in any way that they thought 
would be most useful,” Mr. 
Weinberger said. 

“Mr. (Waite has) done some 
very valuable things in the past. I 1 
hope he is going to be free and 
able to do those kinds of tiring? in 
the future.” 

Mr. Weinberger denied spe- 
culation that the United States 
was preparing a military strike on 
Lebanon following the placing of 
U.S. warships on high alert in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

“These are reasonably normal 
naval manoeuvres... that go on 
all die time. As situations get 
somewhat more critical... then 
the presence may increase. But it 
is not bellicose, it is simply good 
prudent management,” be said. 

He added that pooling of in- 
telligence and resources by conn- 
tries who have hostages in Leba- 
non might be more effective in 
securing their release than indi- 
vidual trilateral contacts. 

France, reacting to charges that 
it planned to join a U.S.-led 
strike on targets in Beauty reaf- 
firmed Sunday that it would avoid 
the use of -force to secure the 
release of its hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Paris would pursue its 10- 
mosth-old policy of diplomatic 
contacts with Middle Eastern 
governments to resolve the hos- 
tage crisis. 

The spokesman was respond- 


tbe Revolutionary Justice Orga- 
nisation, which said in a state- 
ment that Washington was pfen- 
ning raids an Lebanon with 
French and Israeli help. 


ultimatums. If someone has a 
suggestion, please approach 
Israel in an orderly way.” 

Mr. Peres also referred to an 
offer by Lebanese Justice Minis- 
ter Nabih Bern, leader of the 
Shi’ite AmaJ militia, to free an 
Israeli airman held by Amal since 
late last year in exchange for the 
four American hostages and the 
400 detainees sought by the Ma- 
mie Jihad for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

Mr. Peres said Mr. Bern’s 
proposal, announced to reporters 
in Damascus, was not made 
through proper channels. 

“I saw (Mr. Beni) in a public 
appearance and there are rt»ngs 


that should not be conducted 
publicly or through the media,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres gave no indication 
Israeli leaders were prepared to - 
move from their position of refus- 
ing fo exchange jailed detainees 
for hostages in Lebanon. 

In die video tape released in 
Beirut, one of the four kidnapped 
lecturers, American Alan Steen, 
said that if the Arab prisoners are 
not released, “our fete will be 
execution.” 

‘Teb. 9 is the last date to 
release them,” said the five-page 
letter, read out by Prof. Steen. 
“Just a reminder: Goofing 

around will be useless.” 

Prof. Steen, together with pro- 
fessors Robert Polhill, Jesse Tur- 
ner and Mithilesbwar Singh, were 
abducted on Jan. 24. 

Their captors have also warned 
the men face “execution” in the 
event of any U.S. military in- 
erven tion. 

The “goofing around” referred 

(Continued on page 3) 


Speculation mounts 
over Waite’s fate 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Specula- 
tion quickened in Beirut on Sun- 
day over the fete of misting Brit- 
ish church envoy Terry Waite and 
‘police and militia officials told 
Reuters they still had no news of 
die 47-year-old Anglican lay aide 
despite radio and newspaper re- 
ports that he had already been 
freed by the captors of foreign 
hostages the burly Briton had 
sought to free. 

In Damascus o3 Saturday, 
Shi’ite Muslim Amal militia chief 
Nabih Beni said he expected Mr. 
Waite to be released very soon. 

In a bizarre twist to the monnt- 
ing hostage crisis, a statement 
from the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation charged Mr. Waite 
with haring concealed a transmit- 
ter device in his body. 

The handwritten statement, 
together with a colour photo- 
graph of American kidnap victim 
Edward Austin Tracy, was deli- 
vered Saturday night to Beirut's 
independent An Nahar news- 
paper. 

“Some places where hostages 
are believed to be and where 
Terry Waite is, were spotted by 
means a transmitter put in bis 
(Mr. Waite’s) body,” the state- 
ment said. 

Mr. TYacy, shown smiling and 
apparently in good health, is one 
of eight U.S. nationals believed 
held hostage in Lebanon. He was 
sensed in west Beirut last Oct. 21. 

The “Revolutionary Justice 


Organisation” is one of' three 
underground groups that have 
threatened to kill their 12 foreign 
captives — including seven 
Americans — if the United States 
intervenes militarily in the re- 
gion. 

The statement charged that the 
United States plans an imminent 
air and sea landing in two re- 
sidential districts of west Beirut 
to seize prominent leaders of the 
pro-Iraman Hizbollah and swap 
them for foreign hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

The targets for the attack, 
code-named “Operation Raven,” 
have been pinned by a “signal- 
sending .wireless detector fitted 
on Mr. Waite’s body,” the state- 
ment said. 

The statement claimed U.S. 
Marines would land at the seaside 
Ramlet Al Baida district while 
U.S. paratroopers would drop at 
the old residential quarter of Bas- 
ta under cover from low-flying 
Israeli jets. 

It said U.S. warplanes would 
simultaneously attack Hizbollah 
bases in east Lebanon’s Syrian- ; 
controlled Bekka Valley as the 
Beirut intervention is under way. 

The statement accused the pre- 
dominantly Christian command 
of file Lebanese army of “col- 
laborating with the Americans'.'' 
It said U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan’s administration was 
trying to talk Britain and France 
into backing the operation. 


U.S. is not ready for 
SDI deployment decision 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger said Sunday the first phase of 
a “Star Wars” anti-missile shield 
could be deployed “somewhere 
in the 1993-1994 range,” but that 
the United States was not ready 
yet to make that decision. 

The secretary, in an interview 
broadcast by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, also stressed 
the United States would abide by 
the terms of the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile treaty before actually de- 
ploying any part of the “Star 
Wats” system. 

The treaty provides for amend- 
ments of withdrawal “and every- 
body agrees that' when we’re 
ready to deploy, we would have 
to take advantage of the provi- 
sions of ltiie ABM treaty,” Mr. 
Weinberger said. 

The secretary, during congres- 
sional hearings last week, said the 
Pentagon was “dose to being able 
to re com m e n d deployment deci- 
sions” for "Star Ware” to Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan. He said he 
hoped a presidential decision 


could lead to deployment by 
1994. 

In the BBC interview, Mr. 
Weinberger elaborated on those 
remarks, saying be had always 
backed the idea of a phased 
deployment starting as soon as 
possible. 

“We would want to put in a 
first phase that we would want to 
be a totally operable part and a 
totally integral part of the whole- 
system,” he said. 

“And then we would want to 
have a second phase. It’s roughly 
the equivalent to putting in the 
foundations, the walls and then 
the roof, so to speak. We’ve had 
some estimates that it could be 
somewhere in the 1993-1994 
range. 

“Two or three years ago, peo- 
ple were talking about the year 
2000' That’s just an indication of 
how much more progress we’ve 
made on the research program- 
me,” he said. 

Dole Masts Nunn’s warning on 
SDI, page 8 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Heavy 
fighting raged between Palesti- 
nian fighters and Lebanese Shi’ite 
Amal militiamen on Sunday 
around two battered refugee 
camps in Beirut. Police said mne 
people were killed and 41 
wounded. 

Shell blasts reverberated across 
the city as the antagonists battled 
with tanks, howitzers and mortars 
for a second straight day at the 
shantytowns of Shatila and Bourj 
Al Barajneh. 

The new casualties boosted the 
two-day toll to 15 killed and 68 
injured. 

Militiamen of Justice Minister 
Nabih Bern’s Amal movement 
fired their automatic rifles into 
the air to make way for racing 
amb ulances through traffic- 
snarled streets to hospitals. 

Police said Amal forces ham- 
mered the two camps with sus- 
tained cannon barrages from 
Soviet-made T-54 tanks and 
U.S.-made M-48 tanks. 

Palestinian gunners based in 
the central Lebanese mountains 
above Beirut responded with 
long-range artillery bombard- 
ment on Shi’ite slums surround- 
ing die camps, police said. 

Radio Beirut interrupted its 
programmes at noon to report., 
that the predominantly Shi’ite 
suburbs of Haret Hreik, Rweiss 
and Bajour were coming under 
“shell fire from Palestinian bat- 
teries in the mountains.” 

Each side accused the other of 
kindling the new fighting. 

An Amal communiqne warned 
the population of southern Beirut 
to stay indoors, “because there is 
an attempt by the Palestinians to 
escalate the confrontation.” 

Communiques from the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation ac- 
cused Amal of renewing its 
attempts to storm Shatila and 
Bourj Al Barajneh. 

The new casualties upped to 
545 killed and 1,430 wounded the 
overall toll from the Amal-PLO 
fighting in Beirut and Sooth i 
Lebanon 11 weeks ago. 

Sunday’s clashes erupted de- 
spite an announcement by Amal 
that it planned to lift its siege of 
Rashidiyeh Palestinian refugee 
camp near the southern Lebanese 
port of Tyre, blockaded since 
Sept. 30. 

Amal said it was to ease its 
siege of Rashidiyeh on Sunday 
and allow evacuation of 
wounded. 

In a statement, Amal said it 
would allow emergency food and 
medical supplies to be delivered 
to the camps 1 22,000 refugees 
every day between 0700 GMT 
and 1200 GMT. 

There was no immediate, word 
on whether any wounded had 
been taken out of the camp on 
Sunday. 

Reports from Rashidiyeh and 
the two Beirut camps speak of 
widespread hanger and suffering 
arising from Amal’s tactics. 

Foreign medical workers in 
Bourj Al Barajneh said on 
Saturday conditions there had be- 
come unbearable after 24 weeks 
of siege. 

A message from the team, led 
by British surgeon Pauline Cut- 
ting, said: “People here are starv- 
ing. We have seen children sear- 
dung through garbage cans. A 
woman was shot today while 
trying to cut grass to feed her 
children. Some people have be- 
gun to eat cats and dogs to 
survive." 

Last week, Botnj AI Barajneh 
refugees as ked Muslim religious 
leaders for permission to eat hu- 
man flesh. 

The Tyre statement followed a 
meeting between Amal officials 
and Iranian dipl omat Mohammad 
Hassan Safari. 

Iran mediated truce arrange- 
ments for an end to the “camps 
war” late last year, but they have 
not yet brought peace. 

Amal leader Beni, resident in 
Damascus for the past few 
months, said on Saturday he 
hoped a new peace move could 
be implemented to end what he 
called “this Mack chapter.” 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A meeting con- 
tinued at the Prime Ministry on 
Sunday to discuss measures re- 
lated to a series of Cabinet deci- 
sions adopted on Saturday 
targeted at controlling recurrent 
public expenditures and increas- 
ing revenues from custom duties. 

The Jordan Times learnt that 
the meeting, chaired by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai mid attended 
by several ministers, was 
apparently dwelling on the deci- 
sions to raise production fees on 
local industrial products, increase 
import duties on several com- 
modities and curb public 
spending. 

The measures, which were car- 
ried unexplained by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, on Saturday 
evening, drew mixed reactions 
ranging from criticism to indiffer- 
ence by industrialists and 
businessmen who were inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times on 
Sunday. 

The government’s derisions 
raised import duties on 
cigarettes, ready-made wear and 
alcoholic beverages, and in- 
creased production fees on local- 
ly-produced reinforced iron bars 
and white cement. 

A Cabinet statement, carried 
by Petra, said these measures 
were taken to support the nation- 
al economy, and that further me- 
asures were under consideration 
to impose tighter control on cur- 
rent public expenditure. The 
Cabinet communique gave no 
percentages of the increases nor 
did it mention means to control 
public spending. 

Rajai Mnasher, minister of 
trade, industry and supply, re 
fused comment, but Custom’s 
Department Director Adel AI 
Qudah said that custom duties on 
imported alcoholic beverages and 
ready-made dothes would in- 
crease by 10 per cent. Inter- 
viewed over tbe phone at his 
house, be said be did not have the 
present figures of duties charged 
on these two commodities nor on 
tiie imports of cigarettes, cigar 


and tobacco which were affected 
by the derision. 

Meanwhile, leading brands of 
imported alcoholic beverages and 
cigarettes appear to have dis- 
appeared from tbe shelves of 
Amman shops in anticipation of 
the rise in customs duties which 
will make them costlier. •' 

Jordan, during the first eight 
months of 1986, spent a total of 
JD 4.73 million on beverage and 
tobacco imports, according to 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
figures. There is no split figures 
for the two hems since they are 
classified under tbe same title. 

Mr. Qudah said that a sum of 
JD 5 was added as production 
fees on each tonne of reinforced 
iron bars, presently sold at JD 
135 per tonne. There are three 
local steel and iron plants which 
were given protection measures 
earlier. 

“Our volume of sales wiD not 
be affected by such a derision,” 
said an owner of one of the firms. 

“If anything, these measures 
will affect the pockets of the 
Jordanians who have no choice 
but to purchase local reinforced 
iron bars,” he said. He spoke to 
the Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

He said that the government 
was “trying to compensate for 
public revenues (custom duties) 
which were derived from iron 
imports prior to granting the local 
industries protection against fore- 
ign competition.” More than a 
year ago, the government granted 
these three companies protection 
and banned tbe imports of rein- 
forced iron bars. People rivaling 
with these three factories said the 
local production was of excellent 
quality. 

The measures also stipulated 
that local ready-to-wear indus- 
tries would be granted protection 
measures such as lowering or 
exempting imported raw material 
from customs duties and increas- 
ing taxes on similar imported 
foreign ready-made dothes. 

Jordan’s total imports of shoes 
and ready-made dothes reached 
JD 16 million during the first 
eight months of 1986, a CBJ 


Kuwaiti police arrest one 
of 5 suspected saboteurs 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait 
said Sunday it had arrested one of 
five men sought for sabotage at 
key oQ sites in Jane 1986 and 
January tins year, for which 11 
men are already in detention. 

Interior Minister Sheikh Nawaf 
AI Ahmad Al Sabah informed 
Sunday’s routine weekly cabinet 
meeting of tbe arrest. Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Rashid 
AI Rashid told reporters. 

Tbe authorities have named afl 
16 accused of the bombings at 
offshore and onshore oil sites in 
June 1986 and last month but 
identified only four by national- 
ity, as Kuwaitis. 

Diplomats say the names indi- 
cated all of them Were Kuwaitis, 
with several coming from families 
of Iranian origin. 

The crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad Al Abdulla 
Al Sabah, vowed Saturday night 
that would allow no interference 
in its affairs. 

“Some believed that a bomb 
here or there would coerce the 
government of Kuwait to alert its 
policy and yeild to blackmail,” he 
said. “Whatever happens, we will 
never bend to such blackmail nor 
will we alter our policy.” 


No formal charges have been 
announced yet and no trial date 
made public. Sheikh Saad said 
the 11 men detained last montii 
had confessed. 

Kuwait has been hit by several 
bombings in recent years, some 
of which — including a failed 
car-bomb attempt on the life of 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, in May 1985 — were 
claimed in Lebanon by the pro- 
Iranian Islamic Jihad (holy war) 
group. 

Is lami c J ihad h as listed free- 
dom for 17 Arabs jailed in 
Kuwait for blasts in 1983 as part 
of its price for releasing Amer- 
ican and French hostages it holds. 

Kuwait has said Iran, which 
resents Kuwaiti backing for its 
war foe Iraq, was connected with 
the 1983 blasts. 

Sheikh Saad warned on Satur- 
day that other, acts of sabotage 
were still to be expected in the 
Gulf state. 

Sheikh Saad, reviewing 
Kuwaiti attempts to convince 
Iran to attend the Jan. 26-30 
Islamic conference, told the army 
commanders that “we wished 
Iran to have attended so as to put 
forward its viewpoint” 


Palestinian writers and 
journalists meet in Algiers 


ALGIERS (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and repre- 
sentatives of several of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) factions attended the 
opening of a congress of the 
General Union of Palestinian 
Writers and Journalists on 
Sunday. 

Algeria’s official news agency 
APS quoted onion Chairman 
Mahmoud Daro niche as saying 
the presence of the various fac- 
tions was a step forward towards 
Palestinian unity. 

PLO officials had said earlier 
the congress would be an occa- 
sion for talks on Palestinian unity 
between PLO Chairman Arafat, 
head of the mainstream Fateh 
movement, and leaders of Syrian- 


based factions opposed to his 
leadership. 

But the leaders of two promin- 
ent Syrian-based factions — 
George Habasfa, from the Popu- 
lar Front for the liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), and Nayef 
Hawatmch, of the Democratic 
Front for the liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) — (fid not turn up. 

Mr. Arafat, Dr. Habash and 
Mr. Hawatmeh last met at the 
Palestine National Council — the 
Palestinian parliament-in-exile — 
in Algiers in 1983. 

The PFLP and DFLP are rep- 
resented at the Algiers congress 
by politburo member Omar 
Dttaicfae and Deputy Secretary 
General Yasser Abd Rabo, re- 


source said. 

Although the majority of own- 
ers of local dothes industries 
strongly welcomed the decision, 
owners of import-oriented bouti- 
ques criticised the measures 
charging their volume of sales will 
be sharply reduced. 

“At present, we are paying 60 
per cent on the total volume of 
imported dothes. With this mea- 
sure, our custom duty payments 
will increase to 70 per cent, 
directly affecting our price struc- 
tures and reducing our sales,” 
said the owner of a well-known 
fashion boose who wished his 
name be not mentioned. “Now 
the customer will think twice be- 
fore he buys any garment." 

The Cabinet co mmuniq ue on 
Saturday did not say when these 
newly measures would be en- 
forced. 

A senior Jordanian official has 
praised the local ready-to-wear 
industries and foresaw that pro- 
tection measures would be im- 
posed soon to allow tbe sector 
competitiveness with similar im- 
ported products. The number of 
these local factories' was not 
known but it is said to exceed 40. 

The production fees increase 
on white cement was put by Mr. • 
Qudah as JD 7.200 per tonne. No 
company official was available on 
Sunday to comment on the pre- 
sent market price of white ce- 
ment. 

Three veteran industrialists, in- 
terviewed by tbe Jordan Times, 
praised the measures to protect 
the local ready-to-wear industry 
from foreign competition. 
However, they said strict mea- 
sures should be enforced to 
assure their qualify did not drop. 

The three, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said they did 
not oppose tbe idea luxury items. 
They said that such a measure 
might be conducive to encourage 
Jordanians from quitting smoking 
or reducing their consumption of 
alcohol and cigarettes. 

Jordan last raised Import duties 
on these two commodities on 
Dec. 28, 1985, when it increased 

(Continued on page 3) 
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for life 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Three 
Palestinians were sentenced to 
life in prison on Sunday for 
allegedly carrying out a grenade 
attack on Israeli soldiers near the 
western wall in Jerusalem last 
October. 

One Israeli soldier was killed 
and 69 others wounded in the 
attack that occurred on Oct. 15 
during a swearing-in ceremony 
for new soldiers. 

The attack was claimed by a 
group calling itself Jihad Islami. 
Although the name is nsually 
associated with pro-Iranian 
groups in Lebanon, Israeli au- 
thorities said foe perpetrators be- 
longed to foe Palestinian group 
Fateb. 

A three-member military tri- 
bunal handed down life sentences 
to Nasser Daoud Mustapha Kha- 
lifa 28, Ms brother Tarek, 20, and 
Ibrahim Alian, 22. All are from 
Silwan, a village near Jerusalem. 

Tbe court ruled a fourth defen- 
dant, 36-year-old Suliman Khali- 
fa, a brother of Nasser and 
Tarek, would stand trial separate- 
ly. He is accused of belonging to 
Fateh but not of participating in 
the attack. No date was set 

Defence lawyer Mohammad 
Kawan pointed out that the three 
acted for ideological reasons and 
attacked a military target. 

The president of the court cut 
short the statement and con- 
tended that foe defendants had 
thoroughly planned their attack. 

The three defendants wore 
manades on their hands and feet 
during the trial. Handcuffs were 
removed only when they 
appeared in the witness box. 

Meanwhile, Israel announced 
on Sunday the arrest of an unspe- 
cified number of Palestinians ac- 
cused of belonging to two guerril- 
la groups responsible for fire- 
bomb attacks on Israeli buses in 
foe occupied West Bank. 







2 Home -Middle East news 


Chad reports increased 
Libyan presence in north 


'N’DJAMENA, Chad (Agencies) — Libya has sent 
students and other civilians to augment its military 


forces in northern Chad, 
ported Sunday. 

The radio said Libyan forces in 
, northern Chad had been doubled 
•to about 20,000 in the past few 
days after suffering setbacks in 
battles with Chadian government 
forces. 

Libyan students and members 
of grassroots People's Commit- 
tees had been flown to the Li- 
byan-controlled airstrip in Ouadi 
Doum, the report said. 

Libyan forces had laid mines 
along a 750-kilometre stretch of 
the Cfaad-Niger border, had 
poisoned wells and were killing 
people and animals in the region, 
the radio added. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the Chadian claims. 

In another development, Cha- 
dian radio reported the return to 
N'Djamena Saturday of former 
Chadian rebel leaders Achen 
Daoud and Col. Wadel Abdul 
Kader Kamogue. The two men 
formerly beaded rebel factions 
opposed to the N'Djamena gov- 


N’Djamena Radio re- 


emment of President .Hissene 
Habrc. 

Mr. Habre's French-backed 
troops have been fighting Libyan- 
backed opposition forces for con- 
trol of northern Chad. Late last 
year, troops loyal to Mr. Habre’s 
major opponent, rebel leader 
Goukoum Oueddei, rallied to the 
N'Djamena government and 
turned against their former Li- 
byan allies. 

A number of smaller Chadian 
opposition factions have also 
joined forces with the Habre gov- 
ernment in recent months. 

Chad said Saturday its forces 
Friday beat off a Libyan attack on 
a key government-held outpost in 
the mountains of north western 
Chad. 

N'Djamena Radio quoted a 
statement form the military high 
command as saying 19 Libyan 
soldiers were killed and 18 cap- 
tured at Zouar, a strategic oasis 
located on the edge of the Ennedi 
Mountain Range. 


Two Chadian soldiers were 
slightly injured during cleaning 
up operations to dislodge Libyan 
troops backing Chad rebels bat- 
tling the N'Djamena govern- 
ment, the statement said. 

Zouar, which controls the main 
supply route leading to rear bases 
in southern Libya, has been the 
scene of intermittent fighting for 
the past five weeks. 

On Friday Chad reported Li- 
byan air raids on the outpost, 

1 ,000 kilometres from 
N’Djamena. 

The outpost, surrounded by 
rocky cliffs providing easy shelter 
for Chad’s hardened fighters, has 
been the target of frequent bomb- 
ing since it was seized by govern- 
ment forces on Jan. 21. 

Saturday's statement said two 
Soviet-made-T-55 tanks and 
assorted military vehicles were 
also destroyed by the Chadian 
army. 

On Friday France announced 
it was redeploying its 1, 400-mac 
deterrent force backing the 
N'Djamena government further 
north following reports of a ma- 
jor build-up of Libyan troops in 
northern Chad. 


McFarlane 
reportedly 
met with 

Hamadei 

HAMBURG. West Germany 
(AP) — West Germany's Spiegel 
magazine says former U.S. 
national security adviser Robert 
McFarlane met in Lebanon last 
year with a suspected hijacker 
now jailed in Frankfurt, but did 
not know the man's true identity. 

Gting unidentified U.S. secur- 
ity officials, Spiegel said in a brief 
report released Saturday that Mr. 
McFarlane met with Lebanese 
suspect Mohammad Ali Hamadei 
while on a secret mission to 
Beirut to try to negotiate the 
release of American hostages 
held in Lebanon. 

The raagaziqe said the meeting 
took place during 1986, but gave 
no further details. It emphasised 
that Mr. McFarlane did not know 
of Hamadei’s true identity when 
the two allegedly met. 

In Washington. State Depart- 
ment officials said they didn’t 
know anything about a McFar- 
lane-Hamadei meeting and Mr. 
McFarlane could not be reached 
for comment. 

Hamadei was arrested at the 
Frankfurt airport on Jan. 13 after 



Robert McFarlane 


arriving in West Germany on a 
flight flom Beirut. 

America has officially asked 
for his extradition to the United 
States, where he is wanted for air 
piracy in connection with the 
June 1985 hijacking of a TWA 
jetliner. 

Spiegel also said the federal 
government has informed U.S. 
officials that Hamadei will not be 
extradited, but it did not give any 
attribution for that report or 
further details. 

No Justice Ministry officials 
were available Saturday night in 
Bonn, the federal capital, to com- 
ment on the Spiegel report. 

Boon officials have repeatedly 
refused to answer any questions 
about Hamadei’s extradition, 
however, citing a news blackout 
on the case imposed last month. 


Greeks, Turks remain sharply 
divided over Cyprus settlement 


By Mona Ziade 

Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Near- 
ly 13 years ago Turkey invaded 
Cyprus, saying it was rescuing the 
Turkish Cypriot minority from 
Greek persecution. Today the 
island's two communities, once 
mingled, remain partitioned and 
for from any settlement. 

A large force of Turkish sol- 
diers — seen as protectors by the 
Turkish Cypriots but as an 
occupation force by the Greek 
Cypriots — appear to be in place 
for a long stay in the northern 
third of the island. 

“We'll live! side by side with 
Greek Cypriots. But to live 
together? Never again," said a 
Turkish Cypriot tourist guide, 
who gave his name only as 
Ahmet. 

“Never again," in foct, has 
become the slogan of the 153.000- 
member Turkish Cypriot com- 
munity that shares the island with 

500,000 Greek Cypriots. 

The Greek Cypriots in the 
south have refused to consider a 
United Nations proposal for a 
federated government with the 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus, insisting that the Turkish 
troops must first leave their 
1,609-square kilometre enclave. 

Rauf Denktash, the Turkish 
Cypriot leader, has stepped up 
efforts to win recognition abroad 
for his republic. But the United 
Nations has branded it illegal and 
so for only Turkey recognises it. 

This diplomatic isolation has 
deprived Northern Cyprus of in- 
ternational aid, access to export 


markets and reduced tourism to 
almost zero, although it remains 
the main source of revenue for 
the prosperous south. 

Only Turkish planes fly into 
the Ercan Airport in the Turkish 
Cypriot zone just outside Nicosia 
and few ships risk being banned 
from busy Greek Cypriot ports by 
docking in northern ports. Most 
exports are shipped via Turkey, 
delaying delivery and raising 
costs. 

Turkey helps with an annual 
£40 million in subsidies. 

Greek Cypriots refuse to issue 
passports to Turkish Cypriots in 
the north. Turkish Cypriot 
travellers must seek temporary 
travel documents from Ankara, 
Turkey’s capital. 

While acknowledging the diffi- 
culties? Mr.^DenktaS&.a 63-year- 
old British-trained lawyer, insists 
that the alternative is even -worse. * 

“These people in the south 
don’t want a peace settlement.” 
he said in an interview with die 
Associated Press at his home in 
the Turkish Cypriot sector of 
Nicosia - 

‘That regime (Greek Cyprus) 
has been fighting us to take away 
our rights. Our people have given 
their lives defending these 
rights." 

Turkish Cypriots say that hun- 
dreds of them were massacred 
and thousands chased out of 103 
villages in the south in the 11 
years before Turkey’s invasion. 

Greek Cypriots complain that 

200,000 of their people were 
forced to flee homes and 
businesses in the north because of 
the invasion. They claim Turkish 


troops and Turkish Cypriot fight- 
ers committed atrocities against 
Greek Cypriots during the inva- 
sion and that hundreds are still 
unaccounted for, presumed slain. 

The Turks invaded days after 
an abortive coup in Nicosia aimed 
at union with Greece. 

“We’ve existed in Cyprus for 
400 years," said Mr. Denktash. 
“They cannot be allowed, and 
shall not be allowed, to become 
part of Greece.” 

He said the only settlement 
could be on the basis of equality 
for both communities, “a part- 
nership government — a bizonal, 
bfcommiraa] federation." 

Posters of weeping women car- 
rying babies and running away 
from gunfire, bloodied bodies of 
children and burned bouses deco- 
rate the walls of many shops and 
government buddings in the Tur- 
kish zone. All carry the slogan: 
“Never again.” 

Visitors to Turkish Cyprus are 
urged to see “the Museum of 
Barbarism,” a house where the 
wife of a Turkish officer and her 
three infant children were 
allegedly stabbed to death in a 
bathtub where they were hiding 
from Greek Cypriots. 

Bloodstains, overturned tables: 
and chairs and torn curtains have 
been preserved. 

The museum Is on the Turkish 
ride of the green line that divides 
Nicosia — so named because a 
British officer drew up the map 
splitting the island in two with a 
green marker pen. 

The north and south are linked 
by a 90-metre crossing, a two- 
minute walk under the gaze of 



U.N. soldiers peering out of the 
Ledra Palace Hotel. 

The hotel, once one of the 
most luxurious in the Middle 
East, is now a base for the 2,300- 
meftiber ; UrN: • peacekeeping 
force which guards ' the line. The 
once colourful rose garden is* 
overgrown with weeds. 

Foreigners are allowed to cross 


the green line from south to north 
but only for the day. Foreigners 
who enter Turkish-controlled 
Cyprus are not allowed to cross 
into the south and no Cypriot can 
cross the tine'iii either cfirefction. 

But the difference between the 
two sectors of the east Mediterra- 
nean island of 665,000 is striking. 


Kyprianou joins protesters 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Preri-' 
dent Spyros Kyprianou Sunday 
took part in a protest at the 
border dividing Turkish and 
Greek Cypriots, spotlighting a 
new controversy over Turkish 
Cypriot use of hotels in the for- 
mer resort area of Varosha. The . 
issue complicated the work of 
U.N. mediators who visited Cyp- 
rus last week to explore the 
potential for progress in reuniting 
the divided island. 

Varosha, once a prosperous 
strip of fun-in- the-sun hotels 


along a broad sand beach, has 
been deserted no mans land since 
the Turks invaded Cyprus in 1974 
following a coup d'etat aimed at 
uniting the island with Greece. 
Varosha is just south of Turkish- 
con trolled Famagusta. 

Mr. Kyprianou and other 
Greek Cypriot political leaders 
joined a group of Greek Cypriot 
women at the dividing line near 
Famagusta. They made speeches 
protesting the Turkish invasion 
which forced some 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots from their homes 
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Iraqi air superiority unaffected 

missiles used by Iran 


despite U.S. 

By John Owen-Davies « 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — U.S. missiles sup- 
plied to Iran in an arms-for- 
hostages deal have knocked out a 
su b stantial number of Iraqi 
planes and tanks in the latest 
flare-up in the Gulf war, regional 
aviation sources say. 

They say U.S. Hawk anti-air- 
craft missiles and Tow anti-tank 
missiles have been a big factor in 
heavy losses suffered by Iraq 
since Iran mounted a major 
offensive on Jan. 9 to try to break 
the stalemate in the 6’^-year-old 
conflict. 

The sources estimate the Ira- 
nians have downed about 40 Iraqi 
aircraft in the past month, though 
they have not seriously affected 
Baghdad’s overwhelming super- 
iority in the skies. 

The Iranians have also des- 
troyed scores of Iraq’s Soviet- 
made battle tanks, mainly with 
the wire-guided Tow missiles 
fired from helicopters, the 
sources say. 

.“Washington, Moscow, Paris 
... are watching closely. The war 
has become an operational test- 
ing ground for a variety of offen- 
sive and defensive weapons sys- 
tems,” one source said. 

The war pits Iraq’s forces, 
armed largely with Soviet and 
French weaponry, against an Ira- 
nian side equipped mainly with 
U.S. aims supplied before the 
1979 Islamic revolution toppled 


the pro-American Shah. 

The United States admitted 
late last year it sent new aims 
shipments to Iran in a bid to 
improve relations with Tehran 
and win freedom for American 
hostages held by pro-Iranian 
groups in Lebanon. 

The deal blew up into the worst 
srandal for President Ronald 
Reagan in six years in the White 
House and was criticised by most 
Arab governments which support 
Iraq in the war. 

U.S. officials said they shipped 
2.008 Tow missiles and more than 
500 ground-to-air Hawk missiles 
to Tehran. 

The influential speaker of 
Iran's parliament, Ali ^ Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, told repor- 
ters last month: "Of course we 
have to admit that we use these* 
American weapons as well as the 
old ones we had." 

Iran has so far claimed shoot- 
ing down 38 Iraqi aircraft. Iraq 
has conceded losing only 12. 

Aviation sources put the actual 
losses at less than half the Iranian 
figure — about 30 French Mirage 
F-l fighters and Soviet MiGs and 
around 10 helicopters, mostly the 
Soviet-made MI-24 “Hind" 
attack craft which Moscow uses in 
Afghanistan. 

The sources say a number of 
the downed Iraqi jets had been 
equipped with either “chaff" or 
“flare" anti-missile systems. 

The sources said Iraq showed 
new interest in anti-missile sys- 


tems after heavy aircraft losses in 
fighting over the southern Fao 
peninsula occupied by Iran in 
February last year. 

Tehran claimed up to 100 Iraqi 
aircraft shot down. But the 
sources put the figure at about 35, 
mainly helicopters brought down 
with U.S. missies supplied pre- 
1979. 

Iran has deployed most of its 
anti-aircraft missies near major 
ground war zones along the 
1, 100-kilometre common border 
and around strategic areas such as 
its Kharg Island oil terminal in 
the northern Gulf. 

This b3S left many Iranian town 
and cities vulnerable to high- 
flying bombing raids. Some have 
only anti-aircraft guns for protec- 
tion and Iranian leaders have 
been urging residents to build 
more air raid shelters as the 
conflict turns increasingly into “a 
war of the cities." 

Iran says some 3,000 people 
have been killed in intensive air 
strikes on about 30 towns and 
cities since Tehran launched its 
drive on the southern Iraqi city of 
Basra last month. 

The Iraqi aircraft losses have 
not diminished the scale of air 
raids ori Iran. 

The London-based Interna- 
tional Institute for Strategic Stu- 
dies (TISS) before the latest 
offensive listed Iraq's air force 
strength at some 500 combat 
planes. 


Israeli aide told Bush of dealings 
with Iranian radicals, report says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
Israeli official involved in the 
secret sale of U.S. aims to Iran 
told Vice President George Bosh 
last July that “we are dealing with 
the most radical elements” in 
Iran, the Washington Post re- 
ported in Sunday's editions. 

The newspaper said a top sec- 
ret memorandum written by Mr. 
Bush’s chief of staff quotes Israeli 
official Ami ram Nir as saying 
’‘we’ve learned they (the radical 
elements) can deliver and the 
moderates can’t." 

Nir also said Iranian officials 
were trying “to squeeze as much 
as possible" out of Israel and the 
United States; “-as long as they 
have the -assets*’’ • — presumably, 
the hostages, according to the 
mernojc--, ■: 

President Ronald Reagan has 
said the administration dealt with 
moderates in Iran, hoping to bet- 
ter relations with the country. 


Mark Weinberg, a White 
House spokesman, said Saturday 
“all the material, referred to was 
riven to the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. The committee did 
not reach the same conclusion as 
the Post." 

Craig T. Fuller, Bush's chief of 
staff, wrote the three-page 
memorandum following Nir’s 
meeting with Mr. Bush in Israel 
on July 29. 

Is the memo, Nir was quoted 
as saying the Israelis “activated 
the channel. We gave a front to 
the operation, provided a physic- 
al base, provided aircraft.” 

Israel has maintained that it 
played a minor role in the con-, 
troversy. • 

The Post, quoting an informed 
source, said Mr. Bush recently 
told the Tower Commission in- 
vestigating the sale of U.S. arms 
to Iran and the diversion of pro- 
fits to the Nicaraguan rebels that 


one of his concerns following the 
Nir meeting was die depth of 
Israeli involvement in the Iran 
operation. 

The commission is chaired by 
former Republican Senator John 
G. Tower of Texas. 

In another report published 
Sunday, the New York Times 
said a group of former Israeli 
intelligence officials approached 
the CIA nearly five years ago and 
offered to supply un traceable 
weapons to the Nicaragua con- 
tras. 

TThe offer came at a time when 
Israel was rejecting requests 
through normal diplomatic chan- 
nels to- aid the contras, said the 
Times, which cited an unidenti- 
fied senior American official It 
was not dear whether the officials 
were working on behalf of the 
Israeli government, which denied 
sending weapons to the cortras, , 
the newspaper said. 


Israel charges 4 for meeting with PLO 


RAMLEH (R) — Israel accused 
four Jewish leftists in court Sun- 
day for meeting representatives 
of the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Romania. 

The four were first questioned 
by the police after they led a 
29-member group at a meeting* 
with 15 Palestinians in 
November. 

The four defendants, charged 
in Ramleh magistrate court near 


Tel Aviv, are Mapam Socialist 
Party member Latif Don, author 
Yael Lotan, collective settlement 
member Eliezer Feiler, and uni- 
versity lecturer Reuven Kaminer. 

It is the first time anyone has 
been charged under a new law 
barring contact with PLO raem- 
beis. The defendants face a max- 
imum sentence of three years 
imprisonment if convicted. The 
court set the trial for March 9. 


The indictment says the four 
Israelis met members of the PLO, 
without authorisation. Their 
meetings, organised by a Roma- 
nian Writers' Union, was conde- 
mned in advance as illegal by 
Israeli leaders. 

The PLO concluded the talks 
with a statement restating its de- 
termination to fight with all 
means possible, not excluding 
violence, to achieve its rims- 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


*■■■ 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77 7111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 


15:30 Koran 

15:50 Programme Review 

15:55 Cartoons 

16:10 Toms Sawyer 

1&35 Scientific Programme (Arabic) 

17:00 Different Strokes 

17:30 Time to Tune 

18:00 Arabic Scries 

18:50 Local Panel 

19:20 Local Programme 

JfcSO Programme Review and Varieties 

2th60 News in Arabic 

20--30 Message from Oman 

20:40 Arabic Series 

21:40 Local Comedy 

22£0 Tomorrow's Programmes 

22.-05 Arabic Scries 

23:00 News Summary in Arabic 

23:10 Arabic Varieties 

23:40 Closedown 

PROGRAMME TWO 

l&OO L'aubc dcs homines 

19riM News in French 

19:15 Sport magazine (French) 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Magazine Zero One 

2(h00 News in Arabic 

2(k30 Executive Stress 

21:10 .... Rage of Angles (mini series) 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Fresno (mini scries) 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz, AM <ft 99 MHz. FM 
& partly on 9500 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 


07:00 Light Musk 

07:30 Ncwsdesk 

08.-00 Morning Show 

10*00 News Summary 

Uh05 Just a Minute 

11:00 Follow (he Wing 

1200 News Summary 

12. -05 Spectrum 

13. -00 News Summary 

13:05 Fop Session Contd. 

14:90 News Bulletin 

14:10 Comedy 

15:00 Concert Hour 

16:00 News Summary 

16HJ5 Instrumentals 

I6J0 Old Favourites 

17:00 My Word 

17:30 Pop Session 

18:60 News Summary 

18:05 Sports Roundup 

1&30 Musk 

1MM News Desk 

I9J0 Dale with a Star 

20:00 Evening Show 


21:00 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Contd. 

22M News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23M> News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Cose Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

6648 Ncwsdesk O&30 The Wind m 
The Willows 06:45 Reflections 0fc5S 
Waveguide 07:00 World News 67:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 67:36 Nature 
Notebook 07:45 Recording of tbc 
Week 08.-00 Newsdesk 08JS Not So 
Long Ago 0*00 World News 09 M 24 
Hours: News Summary 0900 Play: 
Jude the Obscure 10=00 World News 
1049 Reflections 10:15 Tbe Wind in 
tbc Willows 16-JO Anything Goes 
1 1.-00 World News 11:09 British Press 
Review 11:15 Good Books 11:30 
Financial News 11:45 Preble's Choice 
liO0 News Summary; Not So Long 
Ago I2d0 The Alternative Proms 
13:00 World News 13:09 News About 
Britain 13=15 Zoowalk • Berlin 1336 
Album Time I4KM Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Quote. Unquote 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15.-60 World News 15:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 15:30 Look 
What They’ve done to my Song 16:00 
News Summary: Outlook 16:45 Stories 
by Dorothy 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Not So Long Ago 17:45 Kings or 
Swing 18:00 World News 18:09 Com- 
mentary 19:15 My Word 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition of photos from Pompi- 
duo Centre is Paris at tbe French 
Cultural Centre (until Feb. 12). 

’ An an exhibition by Spanish artist 
Patricia Vino at I be Spanish Cultural 
Centre (anti! Feb. 12). 


ing sports activities in the Soviet Uitioa 
at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 

WESTERN FOLK ART 


* The American Centre is presenting a 
Western Folk art exhibition at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. Tbe folk art 
exhibition runs through Feb. 10. 

FEATURE FILMS 


• “Cal Ballou'' at 7.-00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 

• “The Dresser" at 7:30 p.m. at the 
British Council 

VIDEO 


• “Ccs Volcans" at 4:00 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre, 


19 JO New Ideas 19:40 Book Choice 
19^0 Sports Round-up 20:00 News- 
desk 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 <£ SW 7200. 9565. 11740. 
11925 and 15210 Hz 

05:08 News 05:10 Newsline 05JO VGA 
Morning 06-.Q0 News 06:10 Newsline 
06 JO VOA Morning 07:00 News 07:10 
Newsline 87 JO VOA Morning 08:00 
News 98:10 Newsline 08J0 VOA 
Morning 0*00 News 09:10 VOA 
Morning 09J7 News Summary 17:00 
News 17:10 Newsline 17J0 Music 
USA 18.-06 News 18:10 Focus 18J0 
Special English News A Features 19:60 
News 19:10 Newsline 19J0 Magaaiw 
Show 20:06 News 20:16 Focus 20JO 
Special English News & Features 21 dM 
News 21:10 Newsline America 21J6 
Music USA 22.-00 News & Editorial 
22:15 Music USA Jazz 23*0 News 
23:10 World Report 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026(7 


American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/S 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 6442U3 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Am Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M-A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ, of Jordan Library 843555 


MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to l&tb 


centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours; 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Arrharoteglcal Mwiwm: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabol A1 QaTa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
hoGdays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Martyrs' Mano ria l (Military 
Maseaml: Collection of uri Clary 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a. m. -1.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. TcL 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Uons Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Uons PhBaddphia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday ar 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PUhdelpUa Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
130 p.m. 

Rotary Cl«b. Meetings every Tuesday 
at tbc Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

XeyaJ Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


Sl Joseph Chnrdi (Roman Catholic] 
fatal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of tbe Annunciation (Roman 
Carbolic) Jabal Luweibdch, Td. 
637440. 

De la Satie Church (Roman Catholic! 
jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Terras* la Church ( Raman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage- meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Chnrdi of tbe Amumdadon (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer I Jabal Amman. Td. 678906. 
Armenian CatboSc Chord] Ashrafieh. 
Td. 77*331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) AshrafiCfa, Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeasani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evaugefiad Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman. 6th Cirdc. (Rev. N. Smir), 
Tel. 811795. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77iis information is supplied by Alia 
information department at tbe Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL (08) 
53200-5, where it should always be 
vended. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

09ri» Aqaba (RJ) 

0938 Cairo (RJ) 

09--2S Jeddah (RJ) 

09=30 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09:30 Damascus (RJ) 

16:00 Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

17:90 Lamaca(RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18--45 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

lfc45 Bangkok (RJ) 

01:06 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal Z) 

•2.-00 London. Baghdad (BA) 

07:35 Cairo (MS) 

0*20 Sana’a (Uf) 

12*0 Bahrain (GF) 

13:45 Kuwait (KU> 

2OJ0 Baghdad (1A) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in Sb 

Belgian franc 88.6 1 89 

Dutch guilder 161.6/ 163.1 

French franc 54.8/ 55.2 

Italian lira 25.6/ 2S.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220.8/ 222.8 

Swedish crown — 52 1 S23 

Swiss franc 216.1/ 218.3 

U.K. sterling pound 511.4/ 516.7 

U.S. dollar 339.8/ 342.2 

W. German mark 182.2/ 184 


PRAYER TIMES 


•5*1 .. Fajr 

0631 (Sunrise) Dub* 

11:59 Dfaubr 

14^3 .... -Asr 

17:18 Maghreb 

1&38 ‘Isha 


WEATHER 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 




Amman governorate 891228 

A mm an Crvfl Dcfcooe 198. 199 

CivA Defence Irtrid .... 271293,273131 

Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Gvil Defence DeirADa 57306 

Ambulance 193. T 75111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 8963900 

Electric Power Co. 6363S1/4.624S81 
Mania pal water complaints 771 125, *8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (0Si53330>'60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalhfi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Altifeh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 66913! 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AtMuhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774III/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle E»q«aik 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdel QaderADalah 896046 

Dr. Farouq Noor 786680 

SaJarn phannacy 636730 

Neiroukh pharmacy 723672 

Khalaf pharmacy ’ 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Saheb pharmacy 

Hinnawi pharmacy 845376 


TAXIS: 

Khakdtaxi 623725 

Jerusalem taxi 639655 

Hebron taxi 776100 

Basmaataxi 892433 

Mu' ab taxi 896624 

A1 Saleh taxi 773093 

Sfydataxi 646319 

Kuna taxi 847572 


iRBUh 

Dr. Lutfi A1 Shalabi 241798 

Hazwmeh pharmacy (—) 

ai Miani pharmacy ( j 

ZARQfc 

Dr. Ziyad Ju‘ehem f ) 

Abu Leii phannacy (— ) 


06:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:30 Paris (RJ) 

11:45 Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles (RJ) 
12:15 .... Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 

13^6 Lamaca(RJ) 

13J0 Cairo (RJ) 

I9J0 Kuwait, Dtahran(Rj) 

20J0 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2ffc45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:00 Baghdad I RJ) 

21:06 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

<B*0 London (BA) 

06:40 Damascus. Athens (O A) 

O&20 Cairo [MS) 

19:10 * Frankfurt (LH) 

14.-06 Bahrain, Doha (GF) 

15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

21J0 Baghdad (IA) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy to doudy, 
with scattered showers and a gradual 
decrease in temperature is expected. 
Winds wiD be westerly moderate to 
fresh. In Aqaba, it win be partly 
doudy. with dances for thunder show- 
ers. Winds wifi be southerly fresh and 
rough sea. 

Mm ./max. temp. 

Amman 5/19 

Aqaba 8/17 

Deserts 4/13 

Jordan Valley 6/14 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 11, Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 87 per cent. Aqaba 41 per 
cent. 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfknrer price in Bb per ti g. 
Apple (All kinds) 280 / 240 

Banana 320 / 260 

Banana (Mukammar) _Z70 / 220 

Beans .260/200 

Broad beam 340 / 280 

Beetroot 110/ go 

Cabbage 70/ 40 

Carrol (Mack) 140/100 

Carrot (yellow) 110/ 80 

Caulifiower . — 130/100 

Chestnut ..600/SOO 

Cocmnbas 240/200 

Eggplant (small) 220 / 180 

EffipbrnOaije) 220/180 


Garlic 600/500 

Grapefruit 140/100 

Ifroon no/ 80 

Marrow ISO / 140 

Go»n(diy) 180/140 

Omon (green) 180/120 

- Orange! Abu Sutra) 260/200 

Orange /Sbanamauti) 210 / 160 

Pepper (hot) - 360 / 280 

Pepper (sweet) : 280/200 

Potato 220/ ISO 

Radtfish 100/70 

Spin** 80/ 50. 

Tomatoes 140 /M0 

Turnip ; 907. 60 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zsad, 
deputising for His Majesty King Hussein, on Sunday visited the 
Japanese Embassy chancery in Amman and conveyed His 
Majesty’s condolences on the passing away of Prince Takamat- 
su, brother of Japanese emperor Hirohito. Prince Takamatsu 
died last Tuesday at the age of 82. 

Prince Hassan visits warehouses 

His Royal Hi g hn ess Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday visited die 
headquarters of the Royal warehouses and -maintenance corps 
where he was briefed on their duties. Prince Hassan toured the 
warehouses, met officers and gave directives on administrative 
matters. 

Cabinet okays memo with W. Germany 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has agreed on the exchange of 
memos between Jordan and West Germany on a project to train 
employees, at the Health Ministry’s artificial limbs centre. The 
Cabinet also approved the nomination of Mr. Hamdi A1 
Tabbaa’ as honorary consul for Djibouti in Iordan. Mr. Tab baa’ 
is the president of the Federation of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce. 

Horse breeders review society’s activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Alia on 
Sunday chaired a meeting for the administrative board of the 
Royal Jordanian Society of Horse Breeders. The meeting 
discussed the services which the society renders to horse 
breeders and the possibility of the Ministry of Agriculture 
offering veterinary medicines to horse breeders. The meeting 
also discussed obtaining statistics from the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture on the number of horses in the country with a view to 
drawing up a permanent record of horse breeders who are 
entitled to benefit from the society's services in the future. The 
society's administrative board, formed at the be ginnin g of this 
year, is chaired by Princess Alia. 


Cabinet studies new measures 


(Continued from page 1) 

duties on local cigarettes by be- 
tween 20 to JO fils per pack and 
on imported cigarettes by SO fils 
per pack. 

Minister of Finance Hanna 
Odeh was not available on Sun- 
day for comment on preliminary 
measures to be adopted to con- 
trol the estimated ID S8S.2 mil- 
lion of current expenditures in 
the 1987 budget, out a source 
very close to the Cabinet meeting 
said spending on public consump- 
tion was likely to be the sector 
affected seriously. 

The source gave the following 
as possible measures to impose 
'stricter control' fm current public 

'fexpenffinii«i. 

— Cancellation of all overtime 
allowances,' thereby saving an 
annual amount of JD 2 million. 

— A review of transport allo- 
wances and per diems for officials 
travelling abroad and a sharp 
reduction of the number of offi- 
cials included in delegations 
attending foreign events or meet- 
ings. The concerned officials have 
suggested that official delegations 
make use of Jordanian staff work- 
ing in embassies abroad. 

— Imposition of limits on public 
purchase of cars, machinery, sta- 
tionery and furniture. It was sug- 
gested that government institu- 
tions purchase their furniture 
from local industries. In other 
cases, the expertise of vocational 
centres could be helpful in terms 
of mending used and damaged 
furniture. There are also sugges- 
tions to adopt a unified brand of 
cars to be purchased by the gov- 
ernment in order to reduce ex- 
penses generated from diversity 
of cars. 


— Rationalisation of consump- 
tion of energy and fuel by public 
organisations and departments. 

— Curbs on spending in capital 
investment projects and increas- 
ing public spending in production 
industries. 

— Curbs on all consumption ex- 
penditures in general and strict 
guidelines to purchase local com- 
modities. 

— A reevaluation of the perform- 
ance of major public investment 
institutions; those which show 
promising signs should be sup- 
ported and others which might 
pose a burden on the treasury 
should be frozen. 

* However, another senior gov- 
ernment official conceded 1 that 
die government would never take 
a decision to dose dowir any of. 
the major public companies re- 
gardless of its profits or losses 
since such a step would have a 
. negative impact on the present 
psychology over the national eco- 
nomy and unemployment. 

— A redefinition of allocations 
for public banquets and dinner 
parties. There is no fixed figure 
on such spending. 

The majority of senior officials 
and industrialists who were inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times ex- 
pressed the opinion that if Jordan 
was contemplating a real reduc- 
tion of current spending it should 
not have adverse effects on 
labourers and employment 
opportunities. 

Jordan's JD 1.018 billion 
budget for 1987 aims to bridge its 
JD 39 million deficit through 
loans, curbs on public expendi- 
ture and improved revenues de- 
vised from better collection of 
taxes. 


Kidnappers step up pressure 


(Continued from page 1) 
o U.S. warships still on high alert 
d the Eastern Mediterranean, 
lespite U.S. officials' attempts to 
eassure West European states 
hat military action remains an 
nlikely option. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
hultz on Sunday blamed the 
itizens of Beirut for what he 
ailed a“plague” of abductions in 
lie Lebanese capital. 

“The people of Beirut have a 
esponsibitity for their own com- 
mnity," he said. “And they are 
or exercising it." 

“I do think that the people of 
leinxc have to recognise that 
/hat they're doing is ruining 
temselves. They, in effect, have 
plague there and they’re isolat- 
i& themselves from the world,” 


Mr. Shultz sgid. “And the world 
should isolate them.” 

Mr. Shultz said the citizens of 
Beirut “should take control of the 
situation. It is absolutely not in 
their interest.” 

Mr. Shultz appeared on “Ths 
Week with David Brinkley” on 
the U.S. television network 
ABC. He was responding to a 
question about the possibility that 
innocent civilians might be hurt if 
the U.S. attacked Lebanon. 

Mr. Shultz refused to say what 
the United States may do in 
response to the threat Sunday 
issued in Beirut by the Islamic 
Jihad for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. 

“Well respond as the situation 
merits,” Mr. Shultz said. ‘Tin 
not going to try to forecast it.” 


Corrections 


In a front-page story 
yesterday, the Jordan Times 
incorrectly reported that Mr. 
Shafiq Obeidat and his wife 
had witnessed the assassina- 
tion of PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Fahd Qawas- 
m eh and that Mr. Obeidat 
ai tempted to block the 
assailants’ escape. Mr. 
Obeidat told the Jordan 
Times yesterday that accord- 
ing to his testimony in the 
case, neither he nor his wife 
had seen the perpetrators of 
Mr. Qawasmeh’s murder, nor 
{fat the y attempt to block their 
escape. AU the couple saw 
and knew then, Mr. Obeidat 
“said, was that they suddenly 
sustained injury by a spay 
bpQet that penetrated their 


car’s windshield, but did not 
actually know what was hap- 
pening around them. The 
wrong information was 
obtained by the Jordan Times 
and published at the time of 
Mr. Qawasmeh’s murder in 
1984, and was reprinted in 
Sunday's story without further 
checking. The Jordan Times 
apologises for this and for any 
inconvenience the inaccurate 
report caused Mr. Obeidat 
and his wife. 

#In yesterday’s issue of the 
Jordan Times, it was incor- 
rectly reported that police had 
seized 400 kilogrammes of 
hashish hidden in a container 
unloaded at Aqaba. The 
amount of frashfrh seized is in 
fact 1,400 kilogrammes. 


Potash 

production 

continues 

upward 

climb 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 


produced a total of 1.103 million 
tonnes of potash all of . which was 
exported to different countries 
via Aqaba, APC Director Gener- 
al Ali Nsonr announced Sunday. 

He said that APC was estab- 
lished in 1982 and that year pro- 
duced 14,000 tonnes, rising to 
287,000 tonnes in 1983, 486,000 
tonnes in 1984 and 908,000 ton- 
nes in 3985. This year APC ex- 
pects to produce 1.4 million ton- 
nes of potash and contracts have 
been already signed for market- 
ing this year’s production, Mr. 
Nsour continued. 

He said that Jordan's potash, 
mined near the southern tip of 
the Dead Sea, is being exported 
to India, China, Brazil, France, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Taiwan and 
Japan in addition to Mediterra- 
nean countries such as T unisi a, 
Italy, Turkey and also to Austra- 
lia, New Zealand and a number 
of Latin American nations. 

Together with locally-produced 
phosphates, potash can make 
some of the best fertilisers used 
for agriculture and the two pro- 
ducts form a basic element in 
Jordan's national economy, Mr. 
Nsour pointed oat. He said that 
the past three years have proved 
that Jordan’s potash is of high 
quality and capable of competing 
on international markets with 
other types from other countries. 

Increasing demand 

He said that he expects a grea- 
ter demand for Jordan’s potash in 
the coming few years, and for this 
reason, APC intends to introduce 
some changes in its plants to 
increase production to at least 1.4 
million tonnes annually. The 
second phase, he said, is designed 
to boost production to two mil- 
lion tonnes annually. 



FIRST BIRTHDAY — Her Royal Highness Princess Raiyab, , 
the fourth and youngest child of Their Majesties King Hussein and | 
Queen Noor, turns one-year old today. 


Dudin, Italian envoy discuss 
occupied territories affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Marwan Dudin on Sunday held 
discussions with Italian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Luigi Amaduzzi on 
the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories and the require- 
ments for different social, health 
and service projects and the need 
to carry out vocational training 
programmes for local inhabitants.' 

Italy earlier expressed its readi- 
ness to finance a number of pro- 
jects included in the Jordaman- 
sponsored five-year development 
plan for the Israeli-held Arab 
territories. 

During His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's visit to Italy last month the 
five-year plan was discussed with 


Italian government leaders. Fol- 
lowing the talks, Italian Prime 
Minis ter Bettino Craxi said that 
his country looked favourably on 
Jordan's development plans. Italy 
saw the West Bank plan as a 
humanitarian initiative to which it 
could provide technical as well as 
financial help, Mr. Craxi told 
reporters.’ He said Italy could 
participate both by financing and 
by taking responsibility for parts 
of the scheme. 

Italian President Francesco Cos- 
Cossiga told King Hussein at a 
dinner that that bis country saw 
the billion-dollar development 
plan to develop the West Bank 
with positive favour. 


Delegation due Tuesday for talks 
on RJ non-stop service to India 


' By - a Jordan Times 

.... - Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) hopes to conclude an agree- 
ment with Air India, the national 
Indian air carrier, to operate 
direct flights between Jordan and 
India daring a visit to Amman 
this week by Indian Minister of 
State for Civil Aviation, Jagdish 
Tyder, a senior RJ official said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Nissar A. Aryne, RJ vice- 
president for corporate planning, 
said the airline was hoping that 
Mr. Tytler’s discussions with 
Minister of Transport Ahmad 
Dakhqan and senior RJ officials 
would produce an accord under 
which RJ could operate a non- 
stop service to India, possibly 
Bombay — the commercial nerve 
centre of the Indian sub-conti- 
nent. 

Mr. Tytler is scheduled to ar- 
rive here on Tuesday, leading a 
high-level delegation which will 
indude Mr. V. Patnayak, joint 
secretory of the Ministry of Civ il 
Aviation, Dr. S. Bhatt, director 
of information and regulations of 
the directorate-general of civil 
aviation, as well as several other 
senior officials. The two-day visit 
is in response to an invitation by 
Mr. Dakhqan. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times on Sunday, Mr. Aryne said 
Jordan and India had been hold- 
ing on-and-off discussions on 
direct flights between the two 
countries and the visit to India in 
October last year of His Majesty 


King Hussein was a turning point 
in the negotiations. RJ Board of 
-Directors Chairman and Manag- 
ing Director Ali Ghandour was 
among the delegation that accom- 
panied the King and held talks 
with Indian officials. 

■ At present, passenger traffic 
between Jordan and India is 
routed through the Gulf aboard 
Kuwait Airways, Gulf Air and 
Emirates with transit stops in one 
of the Gulf airports. Recently, RJ 
started bagging a good part of the 
traffic under an interline agree- 
ment with Air India. Under the 
accord the Jordanian carrier fer- 
ried passengers fo Dubai for on- 
ward flights to Bombay or Delhi 
aboard Air India. Fares offered 
-under the RJ-Air India arrange- 
ment, which included hotel 
accommodation for the overnight 
stop at Dubai, are also competi- 
tive, according to passengers 
travelling on the route. 

Mr. Aryne said RJ was tenta- 
tively planning a direct non-stop 
flight between Jordan and India 
subject to results of the Amman 
discussions this week. He said RJ 
welcomed direct Air India flights 
to Jordan.. airline sources 
said it appeared that the Indian 
carrier had no plans at the pre- 
sent to fly to Jordan. 

It was expected that RJ could 
secure a good part of passenger 
traffic from India to the Holy 
Land through the direct flight to 
and from India. Many Indian 
Christians visit holy places in the 
West Bank and Jerusalem under 
package tours arranged by Indian 


travel operators. These packages 
also include Rome and the Vati- 
can and the regular RJ flights to 
Rome could easily fit into such 
tours, according to travel agents 
in Amman. 

Transit stops 

In addition, most of the Indian 
expatriates living In Jordan and 
Jordanian students studying in 
Indian universities are exposed 
to make use of the direct flight, 
which will eliminate lengthy tran- 
sit stops in the Gulf. In some of 
the Gulf states, passengers with 
Asian origin, notably India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka, are not allowed transit 
visas which would allow them to 
stay overnight in hotels outside 
the airport. 

An Indian expatriate in Jordan 
commented: “It will be a great 
relief to us if any airline flies 
direct to Bombay or Delhi. It will 
alleviate our problems, especially 
those with small children, of hav- 
ing to spend hours at the transit 
lounge of a Gulf airport.” 

On another subject, Mr. Aryne 
revealed that the widespread belief 
by layman that aviation fuel was 
cheap in the oil-producing Gulf 
states was unfounded. He pointed 
out that in most Gulf states the 
price per gallon of aviation fuel 
ranged between 75 to 80 U.S. 
cents per gallon, compared with 
45 to 52 cents in Europe. 


Local companies win contracts 
for nursing school, health centres 
and Irbid-Thaghrat Asfour road 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment on Sunday awarded con- 
tracts worth JD 9.1 mifli on to 
local contracting firms for the 
construction of a nursing school 
in Irbid. 13 medical centres in 
Irbid and Balqa governorates and 
to build the Irbid-Thaghrat 
Asfour road near Jerash. 

Minis ter of Public Works 
Mahmoud Al Hawamdeh signed 
the contract for the four-lane 
road which extends 26 kilometres 
and includes a junction and an 
island. The minister told a press 
conference that the 26-kflometre 
stretch was the first part of a 
three phase project which will be 
executed in 23 months at a cost of 
JD 6.5 milli on. In the coming 
months the Ministry of Public 
Works will start implementing 
the second and third phases of the 
project extending from Thaghrai 
Asfour to Jerash and from Jerash 


to Baqa'a, the minister said. He 
said that the road is important 
since it will link Irbid, the second 
largest city in Jordan, with the 
capital. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh, 
who signed the contracts for the 
nursing school and the medical 
centres, said that the Irbid nurs- 
ing school will be a complex for 
training nurses, complete with 
residential quarters, lecture halls 
and that it also indudes an insti- 
tute for paramedics and other 
fadlities. The project is to be 
built on a 24 dunum area of land 
that forms part of a 112 donum 
-plot assigned for building the 
King Abdullah Medical Centre, 
Dr. Hamzeh added. 

He said that the World Bank 
will partly finance the project 
which is estimated to cost JD 1.1 
million. Work on this project in 
Irbid, the minis ter said, will begin 


in the coming two months and is 
expected to take 20 months to 
complete. 

Referring to the other con-, 
tracts, he said that they were for 
constructing 13 medical centres in 
Irbid and Balqa Governorates 
and that the project will, be car- 
ried out by 11 local contracting 
companies at a cost of JD 1-5 

milli on. 

The minis ter said that the cen- 
tres will be built at the towns of 
Sarih, Kufir Al Maa, Beit Yaffa, 
Qamim, Kufr Yoba, Hosha, 
Satna Al Roman, Abu Aianda, 
Al Hadib, Al Zaatari, Ain Al 
Basha, Al Bashir and Al 
Hashimi. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Health will in the coining months 
announce a tender for construct- 
ing 25 other health centres in 
other parts of the country. 


Sultan 

Qaboos 

receives 

Khatib 

MUSCAT (Petra) — Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Sa’id of Oman on 
Sunday received Information 
Minister Mohammad Al Khatib 
who is currently on an official 
visit to Oman. The meeting was 
attended by Omani Information 
Minister Abdul Aziz Al Rawwas 
and Jordanian Ambassador to 
Oman Nayef Al Hadid. 

Also Sunday, Mr. Khatib met 
Omani Minister of Trade and 
Industry Salem Ibn Abdullah Al 
Ghazali. During the meeting the 
two sides discussed cooperation 
between Jordan and Oman, espe- 
cially in touristic fields. Also dis- 
cussed was furnishing Oman with 
Jordanian expertise in the tour- 
ism and hotel fields and helping 
Oman in setting up a hotel train- 
ing institute and training tourist 
guides. The meeting was 
attended by the Jordanian ambas- 
sador to Oman. 

”1116 Jordan Radio and'Televi- 
sion Corporation Director 
General Nasouh Al Majali, who 
is accompanying Mr. Khatib on 
the visit, Sunday held talks with 
senior officials -at the Omani 
radio and television on coopera- 
tion between the two countries in 
the programming and technical 
fields. They also discussed pro- 
viding Oman with Jordanian ex- 
pertise in radio and television 
production. 


Divers continue search for 
man in Wadi Al Arab dam 


IRBID (Petra) — Teams of di- 
vers from the Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) are still engaged 
in a search operation for 20-year- 
old Abdullah Al Rous an from 
Umm Qais in Irbid Governorate 
who has been missing since Jan. 
30 after last being seen swimming 
in the Wadi Al Arab reservoir. 
The reservoir behind the Wadi Al 
Arab dam is 50 metres deep in 
some places, according to civil 
defence director in Irbid, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mohammad 
Hmoud. 

According to Lt.-Col. Hmoud, 
at least 12 skilled divers have 
been involved in the search for 
the last 10 days, but as yet there 
has been no trace of the man and 
the search will continue. 

He said that nearly 12 million 
cubic metres of water are stored 
in the lake at present bot noted 
that the water is muddy and there 
are shrubs and rocks under the 


water making visibility poor and 
the search operation more diffi- 
cult. Civil defence divers have 
been using rubber boats and 
other equipment in their search 
for the young man but they are 
facing the danger of cave-ins and 
landslides inside the lake itself. 

Ix-Col. Hmoud appealed to 
the public to refrain from 
approaching or swimming in the 
reservoir, and said that his de- 
partment has already dealt with 
four other cases of drowning. 

Another civil defence officer. 
Captain Mohammad Sharman, 
said that the divers now searching 
for Abdullah Rousan have been 
able to* go down to 35 metres, 
despite the difficulties, but found 
nothing. Captain Sharman said 
he believed that Abdullah bad 
been swimming near the edge of 
the lake when a landslide occur- 
red burying him under the earth. 


Duleil opens nominations for 
municipal electionson Feb. 15 

So far, 2,783 voters have reg- 
istered to take part in the elec- 
tion. 

Mafraq Governor Fayez Abba- 
di said that March 22 has been 
fixed as the date for holding 
municipal elections in Hamra and 
added that nominations will open 
on Feb. 15. 

In Ghor Mazraa, it was 
announced that nominations will 
take place during this month. 


AMMAN (Petra) -^’i^iHiicrpal 
•elections are to-be held in Duleil 
in Zarqa Governorate, Hamra in 
Mafraq Governorate and Ghor 
Al Mazraa in Karak Governorate 
during February and March. 

Acting governor of Zarqa 
Khaled Al Bawaliz announced 
that nominations for the Duleil 
election will remain open for the 
coming two days and that the 
elections will be held on Feb. 15. 


Universities studying computer/video system 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's higher 
education institutes are seeking 
French expertise to introduce 
computerised video-based 

teaching programmes to their 
curricula for training, educational 
research and communications. 

According to Professor Fran- 
cois March essou from the French 
Universite de Poitiers, who made 
an orientation visit to Jordan last 
week, the University of Jordan 
and Yarmouk University were 
contemplating the introduction of 
high-tech teaching methods for 
their students. Tentative bases 
for future cooperation were 
i —idled during Dr. March essou’s 
stay in the Kingdom. Dr. Mar- 
chessou, who paid field visits to 
the two universities, told the Jor- 
dan Times before he wound up 


his visit that he expected real 
cooperation between his universi- 
ty and Jordan to commence with- 
in the next three months. 

The French audio-visual sys- 
tem, Dr. March essoa explained, 
is designed to help lecturers im- 
prove students’ language pro- 
ficiency. The new system, which 
largely depends on microcompu- 
tens (software) and the video-disc 
players, is currently being used in 
French primary and secondary 
schools and colleges, said Dr. 
Marchessou. 

He said that the computerised- 
video programmes (connecting 
the video with a software prog- 
ramme) provide the students with 
visual programmes associated 


with a soundtrack. This method 
enables teachers ' to prepare 
prompt exercises and quizes 
based on programmes registered 
on the video cassette and con- 
nected to the computer set. 

During his stay in Amman, Dr. 
Marchessou held talks with offi- 
cials at Jordan Television on 
prospects for introducing the 
same system to the French televi- 
sion programmes, he said, adding 
that Jordan Television was ex- 
pected to adopt the new methods 
in the near future. 

Dr. Marchessou delivered a 
lecture on the new language- 
teaching method at the French 
cultural centre in Amman last 
week. 


ONE OFTHE LARGEST EXCHANGE 
COMPANIES 
ANNOUNCES 


That it has vacancies for 

10 ACCOUNTANTS 


Applicants should meet the following condi- 
tions: 

• To be in possession of a Bachelor Degree 
in commerce, with major in accountancy. 

• No less than three years experience in 
banking work. 

Preference will be given to candidates wrthj 
^experience in banks using computers. 


Applications and postal and phone addresses 
together with photocopies of credentials and 
academic certificates should be sent to: Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. P,G. Box 28, Riyadh 11411 
Attention: Personnel Director. 



Amman 


COME 
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THE OASIS SUNKEN LOUNGE 



Open Daily From H : 0 0 am. 
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LOW PRICES 


LOW PRICES 



8th 


LACOSTE 

LOW PRICES 

On all Lacoste winter clothes 
N.B. We are closed on Fridays 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 
Circle - Rayader Wadi El-Seer 
Near Abu-Shakra Co. 


TENDER’S NOTICE 


The Directorate of Projects/ Ministry of Education announces 
the issuing of the following tenders which are part of the Sixth 
Educational Project No. 2378-JO, sponsored by the World 
Bank:- 


Tender’s No. 

1/87 

2/87 

3/87 

4/87 

5/87 

6/87 

7/87 

8/87 

9/87 


Title 


Fees J.D. 
10.000 


Library furniture 
Lab. fomiture 10.000 

General science 5.000 

Physics equipment 5.000 

Biology equipment 5.000 

Chemistry equipment 5.000 

Chemicals 5.000 

Home economics & women’sl 5.000 
equipments 

Vocational w/shops equip. & tools. 15.000 


Interested bidders are invited to collect tender docu- 
ments from procurement division at the Directorate 
of Projects/ Ministry of Education starting Feb. 7, 1987 
against the payment of the above fees. 

Closing date will be HMM) ajn. of April 9, 1987. 

Director of Projects 
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Misguided unilateralism 

LAST Tuesday was a discouraging day for those of us who would 
like to see the levels of nudear armaments lowered and the risks of 

- nuclear confrontation reduced. In its Nevada testing ground, the 
United States conducted its first nuclear test of 1987. This prompted 
the Soviet Union to repeat its threat of ending its 18 months nudear 

. testing moratorium. At the same time in Washington, U.S. Secretary 
of Stale George Shultz was informing the U.S. Senate Armed 
Services Committee that the Reagan administration would not allow 
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty to stop the development 
: and deployment of the Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI). 

These are ominous developments not just for East- West relations 
but also for the safety and well-being of the world community. The 
■ nudear test conducted by the U.S., despite Soviet warnings that such 
tests would force Moscow to resume its nuclear testing, has thwarted 
! the opportunity of a nuclear test ban treaty, and thereby, the 
. opportunity to restrict the technological component of the arms race. 

Secretary Shultz's statement, and reports from Washington that 

- some in the administration want an early deployment of SDI, do not 
• bode well for the longest standing arms control agreement, the ABM 

treaty. This follows the Reagan administration's decision, a few 
! months ago, to exceed the limits of the SALT II treaty. Such 
disregard and contempt for previously negotiated treaties is symp- 
tomatic of the Reagan administration's attitude towards arms 
control. President Reagan campaigned against the SALT II treaty in 
his bid for election in 1980. He then proceeded to appoint officials 
: who shared his views on arms control. Secretary of Defence Caspar 
Weinberger being the most obvious example. But, despite its 
contempt for arms control, the Reagan administration has, until 
recently, respected the previously negotiated agreements, due 
primarily to pressure at home and from European allies. Now, it 
appears that the U.S. administration is bent on rejecting domestic 
opinion, the opinion of its European allies, and of the world at large. 

The events of last week stem from a hazardous unilateralism on 
the part of the U.S. administration, both in weapons policy and in 
foreign policy generally. They are intimately related because 
. continued testing is required not only to modernise the American 
nuclear arsenal but to test the functioning of the “Star Wars" 

; project. Thus, SDI, the epitome of the Reagan administration’s 
unilateral approach, has thwarted the chance for one treaty, a 
nudear test ban, and threatens to destroy another, the ABM treaty. 
It is well known that SDI is also the main stumbling block for an 
agreement on strategic and intermediate-range nudear arms. And 
finally, SDI threatens to move the amts race into a whole new 
dimension of space-based weapons. 

These recent steps by the U.S. administration and its determina- 
tion to pursue the SDI programme look misguided and dangerous. 
They are bound to increase tensions and propel the arms race into 
unprecedented levels. We, in the Third World, cannot look on 
passively or disregard these problems as none'of our concern. On the 
contrary, the danger of nudear war threatens the entire world, not 
just the NATO and Warsaw Pact countries. Therefore, we have to 
speak out against such a unilateral policy by the U.S. administra- 
tion. It is the gravst of Tollies, not only for the possibilities of arms 
control, but for the peace and security of the world community as a 
' ~ whole. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AJ Ra 7: Israeli piracy 

IN the lalcsi acts of piracy committed by Israel, its naval forces seized a 
r. vessel in the open sea and delained iu occupants and impounded its cargo 
claiming that it was destined for the Palestinian resistance in Lebanon. At 
the same lime Israel's leaders continue a propaganda campaign against the 

• Arabs and Muslims, claiming that they are responsible for all terrorist 
activity in the Middle East. Israel's seizure of the civilian vessel was not the 

•; first act of piracy it commits in the sea and would not be the last because it is 

• a state that has" been conducting organised terrorism against civilians not 
only at sea but also by land and in the air. Ever since its establishment as a 

; state in occupied Palestine. Israel has been committing acts of piracy like 
: the stealing of French gunboats in France several years ago and the 

hijacking of the Syrian plane en route to Damascus from Libya. Israel has 

* actually introduced all forms or organised terrorism to the Middle East 
area, but it continues to blame all acts or terrorism on the Arabs who fall 
victim everv time to Israel's atrocities and criminal actions. For this reason 
we call on the international community to stand firm in the face of Israel’s 

, piracy at sea. in the air and on land; to see to it that all international 

* principles and laws governing free trade remain respected and safeguarded. 
Ending such criminal actions is a requirement for the establishment of 
genuine peace. 

AJ Dustour: Amal’s ‘killing camps’ 

THERE can be no justification whatsoever for the continued shelling by 
Amal militia of the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon. There can be no 
reasonable cause for the continued siege imposed on the camps and for the 
killing of tens of thousands of the camps residents in the most brutal 
mjnner. The rragedy of the Palestinian refugees is one of tile whole 
Palestinian people and the Arab Nation whose sons are accustomed only to 
raise arms in the race of one another. The tragedy of the refugees is being 
enacted on Lebanon's territory where the warring factions in that country 
continue to carry out all forms of atrocities against one another and where 
the Arab Nation does not lift a finger to help end the bloodshed. The 
attacks on the camps and the on-going strife in Lebanon reflect a true 
picture of .in Arab Nation and Arab reality. In fact, the tragedy of Lebanon 
and its people reflect the weakness of the Arab Nation, a tragedy that Is 
continually encouraged by forces hostile to the Arabs and Muslims and 
those that benefit from the death of the Palestinian people. The Arab 
‘ countries have watched the refugees being killed for the past four months 
. ami watched the Lebanese killing one another for the past 12 years without 
taking meaningful action to stop the tragedy. The silence on the part of the 
Arahcountricii is interpreted as condoning tile continued bloodshed and a 
blessing of the hands (hat continue to kill the innocent people in the camps. 

. Sawt Al Shaab: U.S. gunboat diplomacy 

THE Americans still maintain a fleet of war ships and troops off the 
Lebanese coast ready to get involved in yet another adventure 
against the Lebanese people. In 1983 the Americans sent their 
Marines to Beirut and other parts of the Lebanese territory only to 
lose 250 of their best trained men in seconds during a blast at their 
headquarters. In retaliation the Americans used their destroyers to 
* shell civilian targets in Lebanon but they failed to terrorise the 
people of that country or to stop the drive to attack all what is 
American and detain American hostages on Lebanese soil. The 
Americans continue to threaten to use force against the Arab 
people and at the same time continue to pour their support and 
(heir military hardware and financial assistance on Israel in total 
disregard to the Arab Nation. This time, the Americans who wish 
to land in Lebanon do not realise who their enemies really are and 
they seem to be chasing ghosts trying to wrest the hostages from 
their grip. All the American computers have failed to help find a 
j way for locating the place of the hostages so that the Marines could 
j- be sent in to save Lliem, and therefore, it is futile for the Americans 
to remain in the area trying the impossible. Perhaps they are staying 
in the Lebanese waters prior to launching an act of vengeance 
against the Arabs in collusion with their Israeli allies. 


time is right for peace 


When the 


iONE wonders why the Israeli leaders are deliberately sending the 
Arabs conflicting signals about the idea of holding an international 
peace conference on the Palestinian conflict. They certaraiy appear 
to talk with different tongues; for whereas the Israeli Prime 
Minister 'Yitzhak Shamir is assuming the posture of total and 
categorical rejection of the idea of the said conference, other Israeli 
leaders including Shimon Peres the deputy prime minister and 
minister of foreign affairs as well as Mr. Rabin the minister of 
defence appear to be open minded about the proposal to convene 
an international peace conference and occasionally appear to be 
supportive. The pressing question that must be on the mind of all 
concerned Arab leaders as well as the concerned Arabs in this 
region of the Arab World must be the following: Are the Israeli 
leaders truly divided on the issue of the conference and if not are 
they intentionally engaged in sucb diplomatic acrobatics? 

I suspect that the Israeli leaders are not speaking with different 
tongues. On the contrary I contend that they speak in a carefully 
orchestrated way and in concert among themselves. In their minds, • 
they are merely performing p re-determined roles with a view to sow 
disarray and confusion in the Arab World. Better still, they could be 
throwing baites in the Arab sea hoping to catch an Arab response 
which stands to serve their interests the most. The ultimate 
objective of these Israeli exercises in diplomatic manoeuveriog is 
simply to gain tim e in order to consolidate even more their hold on 
the occupied territories and their people. To even contemplate that 
the Israeli establishment, no matter what its orientation, would 
voluntarily trade territory for peace is euphoria in the extreme. 
There is no doubt in my mind that short of collective forceful 
pressure by the permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, 
there is no chance that the Israelis would budge on the issue of total 
withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories including the Arab 
Jerusalem. But if all this is true why then are the Arab governments 
falling for this diplomatic manoeuvering and orchestrations and 
why do they keep on hammering on the point of the internaticmal 
conference? Again 1 suspect mat the Arab governments are going 


By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 

along in this direction because simply they have no other viable 
alternative to pursue at this stage of the political game of the 
Middle East. I submit the Arab governments must also play for 
time till other favourable opportunities are created in our region as 
well as internationally. It would be simply and utterly suiddal for 
the Arab governments to do nothing and declare that all the 
political efforts to resolve the Palestinian conflict are amply 
exercises in futility. The beacon of hope must glow lest despair sets 
in the psyche of the concerned Arab peoples. And by responding 
positively to the various international and regional initiatives in the 
quest for a solution to the Middle East conflict, the Arab World 
game respectability, support and good public relations. 

On the other hand l think Israel would accept an initiative only if 
it stands to reap tremendous political and material gains. Accor- 
dingiy, Israel could be persuaded to accept and attend an 
international peace conference on the Palestinian conflict if its 
■- calculations reveal that it can extricate some tangible objectives such 
as the acceleration of Jewish migration from the Soviet Union and 
the extension to her of military, economic and financial support on 
an even greater scale. But I doubt that Israel would attend such a 
conference to trade territory for peace. I do not think that such a 
trade off is on its agenda. It is dear that they intend to simply drive- 
a hard bargain on the subject of convening an international peace 
■conference and when the price is right they will acquiesce 
reluctantly in preparation for announcing the failure of such a 
conference coupled with the reminder of *T told you so.” 

If the foregoing propositions were proven right, where do we in 
the Arab World go from here? Our viable options appear limited at 
this stage of Middle Eastern politics, but they could undergo 
tremendous change and evolution if the Arabs play their cards 
better and wiser. There is no doubt that in the final analysis the 
Israeli challenge would require a genuine concerted Arab action. 
Even in our present collective situation much more can be done to 
arrive at an honourable and durable resolution of the Palestinian 
conflict. While admitting our shortcomings we must not lose sight 


of our collective strength. With political will and dete rmina tion im- 
balance of comparable power could be tipped in our favour and all 
of this could be realised in a relatively short tune. 

It is wefl within the reach of the immediate Arab parties to the 
conflict to adopt a strategy which aims for . the liberation of the 
. occupied territories including East Jerusalem and for the realisation 
of Palestinian rights. Needless to say, the paramount objective in 
any Arab strategy at this interim stage should be the frustration of 
the Israeli designs on the occupied territories and the exposition of 
Israeli manoeuyering and orchestrations in the politics of the 
Middle East. To accomplish these objectives there is no escape 
from the proposition that joint Arab action, especially between the 
Jordanians and Palestinians, is a sine qua non. Otherwise the Arab 
parties stand to neutralise one another's strength and bargaining 
power and in the final analysis reducing the total strength of the 
Arab side of the equation practically to zero. 

Till we on the Arab side can manage to achieve the desired 
harmony and common sense, wc must remain wary of the various 
Israeli signals to us and treat them for what they truly are. Thus far 
the Israeli strategy has been to throw a wrench in the various peace 
processes because the price for them was not quite right. We must 
likewise make sure that the price for us is equally right and 
honourable. Time acts both ways tor me two sides or the 
Palestinian conflict: It provides additional time for the Israelis to 
consolidate their control over the Arab territories; and at the same 
time sets into motion the acceleration of the time-bomb within its 
so-called secured borders, a bomb created by the ever-increasing 
Arab population within those frontiers. Therefore, if there are ways 
and means to consolidate the Arab presence on the occupied 
territories as an interim measure, the Arab side need not panic and 
can likewise play for lime. One can already have a vision of the" 
future of Arab territories if all relevant data are accumulated and a 
sound projection is made for the next few decades and beyond. I 
think such a future is not that bleak as we sometimes lead ourselves 
to believe. 


Lange government 
seems set to win New 
Zealand election 


By Christopher Pritchett 

Reuter 

WELLINGTON — For three 
years New Zealand’s Finance 
Minister Roger Douglas has rip- 
ped apart and restructured the 
economy, leaving the country of 
3.3 milli on people reeling. 

New Zealand's record unem- 
ployment, high inflation and 
other economic woes would make 
most governments quake in an 
election year. 

But Prime Minister David 
Lange believes his administra- 
tion’s policies will renew the na- 
tion's wealth and sweep his 
Labour Party to a second term in 
office. 

Opinion polls show Lange well 
ahead of the opposition, even 
though many New Zealanders 
feeling the pinch are bewildered 
as they watch others become 
rapidly much richer. 

Lange has said there will be no 
early election — a poll must be 
held by September 19 — and that 
the government will not be deter- 
red from the next items on its 
agenda: The issuing of bank li- 
cences to any reputable institu- 
tion that cares to apply, and the 
transformation of government 
departments into corporations 
charging the public for the full 
cost of their services. 

Douglas has said the “corpor- 
atisation" programme, which 
means the former departments 
will raise their own capital on the 
open market to relieve the gov- 
ernment of huge demands for 
funds, will complete his current 
programme. What he envisages if 
the government is re-elected is 
not dear, but he has hinted it will 
be a period of consolidation. 

“I think it's fair to say that 
we’ve got most of the major- 
elements in place, and it's a mat- 
ter of building on those,” the 
minister told Reuters. 

‘We probably had the most 
regulated monetary system in the 
world (before Labour was elected 
in 1984) and we’ve moved pretty 
rapidly to having one of the most 
de-regulated... but of course with 
any adjustment like this goes a 
certain amount of pain.” 

He was referring to the un- 
happiness felt by many lower 
income people, the once prosper- 
ous fanning community, and the 
old guard of the Labour Party. 

They have lost the cushion 
of widespread subsidies, seen by 
Douglas as promoting inefficien- 
cy and waste, and are paying 
more for basics following the 
introduction of a 10 per cent value 
added tax and the government's 
user-pays policy. 

On the other hand, middle 
class urban professionals have 
gained from new job opportuni- 
ties — especially in the burgeon- 
ing financial and service indus- 
tries — the cut in income tax to 48 
per cent from 60 per cent to 
compensate for the value added 
tax and the end to foreign ex- 
change and import controls that 
has put them into Porsches and 
BMWs. 

Last year nine Rolls-Royces 
were sold for 300,000 dollars 
($150,000 U.S.) each, compared 
with one every two years before 
Labour took office. 

The government’s critics 
charge that it is creating two 
nations, one rich, centred in Au- 
ckland and Wellington, and the 
rest of the nation, struggling to 
adjust. 

The opposition National Party, 
which ruled for more than eight 
years before Labour’s victory, is 
blamed by Lange for dragging 


down what was one of the world's 
richest nations 30 years ago to a 
lowly 25th place. 

The National Party has little to 
say about its own economic poli- 
cies, and many in the opposition 
applaud some of the Labour 
changes. 

Young “Nats” have formed a 
pressure group in the party aimed 
at making sure a regulated eco- 
nomy is not restored and wooing 
young voters who have done well 
under Labour. 

Douglas told Reuters that New 
Zealanders accepted his policies 
because they realised the country 
was in desperate straits and they 
were tired of being “second best 
all foe tune.” They were ready to 
accept the challenge and reality. 

“We've been doing' very badly 
for a long time,” he added. If you 
look at our performance against 
the OECD countries we probably 
did worse over the last 10 years 
than any country. 

“We haven't really turned 
the corner but I think, given 
the policies we have, two 
years down the track we’re going 
to be doing as well as any 
country...” 

Douglas said his changes were 
so major that quick results could 
□ot be expected. 

“When you take a big com- 
pany, or even a relatively small 
company, if it's in trouble it takes 
quite a while to turn it around. So 
when you've got an economy 
that’s been in trouble for a long 
time it takes even longer to turn it 
around/’ 

Douglas said the most signifi- 
cant change as a result of his 
policies was the way New Zealan- 
ders now saw themselves — the 
pride in their America’s Cup 
yachtsmen and foe aggressiveness 
of businesses expanding overseas. 

“We've also seen a change in 
the management style. The old 
boy network has gone. The direc- 
tors who went (to meetings) once 
a month and picked up their 
cheque and had a nice lunch — 
they’re gone. Companies have 
been taken over by people pre- 
pared to work 60, 80, 100 hours a 
week if necessary.” 



Nicaraguans fight the ‘ coffee battle’ despite threats 


By Matthew Campbell 

Reuter 

LA SORPRESA, Nicaragua — 
A volunteer army of Nicaraguan 
dvfl servants has encamped in foe 
hills around this settlement in the 
north of the country, not to fight 

— though they will, if necessary 

— but to pick coffee beans. 

Their, presence indicates how 

crucial the coffee harvest is to 
Nicaragua's leftist government as 
it grapples with a war against 
U.S.-backed rebels and growing 
economic hardship. 

Coffee is foe mainstay of foe 
Nicaraguan economy and if all 
goes well, the government says, 
foe crop wQl bring in $150 million 
this year, half foe total export 
income. 

“The harvest is of the utmost 
importance to us ... we must fight 
tooth and nail for it,” said 
Armando Jarquin, head of“foe 
state coffee export company, En- 
cafe. 

The harvest this year coincided 
with expectations of a surge in 
fighting, after U.S. congressional 
approval of $100 million in main- 
ly military aid to foe rebels, 
known as contras, fighting to 
topple the Sandinista govern- 
ment. 

The rebels have made dear 
they regard the coffee harvest as 
a prime target for 


attacks, and have warned that foe 
lives of those taking part in the 
harvest are at ride. 

Even so, hundreds of govern- 
ment volunteers have encamped 
in foe embattled north to help 
pick the bright red coffee beam. 
Some Managua ministries were 
left virtually unmanned during 
foe four-month harvest, which 
ends in late February. 

Military-style discipline reigns 
at this state-run plantation in foe 
northern province of Jinolega, 
where 320 armed and uniformed 
civil servants work beside 
peasants in the harvest, known 
here as foe “coffee battle.” 

La Sorpresa — it means ‘sur- 
prise* — was the aptly-named 
target of a rebel attack two years 
ago which killed 15 peasant work- 
ers and left coffee machinery in 
smouldering ruins. 

The contras also made their 
presence felt as this year’s harvest 
got under way at La Sorpresa. 

Two days after Christmas, two 
young peasant coffee pickers 
were killed when their truck ran 
over a rebel land mine. Three 
others were wounded. They had 
been delivering meals to fellow 
pickers. 

On January 1, two coffee work- 
ers were hurt when a lorry bear- 
ing coffee hit a mine on foe dirt 
road winding past La Sorpresa. 

“Each day we take to the cof- 


fee plantation as though it were 
for an encounter with foe enemy, 
said Freddy Montenegro, a su- 
pervisory official at foe ministry 
of education who is now supervis- 
ing La Sorpresa’s harvest. 

Sporting green military fatigues 
with a Soviet AK-47 rifle slung 
over his shoulder, Montenegro 
appeared no different from any 
soldier in the Nicaraguan army. 

He said only 50 out of every 
100 volunteers were selected for 
coffee picking here, based on 
their “experience in foe insurrec- 
tion” which brought the Sandiins- 
tas to power in Nicaragua in 1979. 

The volunteers are well-versed 
in battle lore, having bad military 
reserve training. They do not 
flinch at foe frequent sounds of 
combat echoing through tbs lush 
green hiDs, and are prepared to 
figfat to protect foe coffee, Mon- 
tenegro said. 

For additional protection, the 
army has diverted several irregu- 
lar warfare battalions to foe rich- 
est coffee-growing provinces of 
Jmotega ami Matagalpa to keep 
the contras moving while the har- 
vest continues, government offi- 
cials said. 

They estimated that without 
major rebel interference, produc- 
tion this year should be just under 
one million 100-ponnd bags, up 
from about 750,000 the previous 


year. 

Nicaragua and other coffee 
producers benefited from a 
drought last year in Brazil which 
boosted world coffee prices. 

Anticipating a price drop this 
year, Nicaragua sold half its latest 
crop — before it was picked— at 
1986 prices above $180 a bag, said 
Encafe's Jarquin, noting with 
satisfaction that the price .was 
down to $120-140. 

Eager to encourage produc- 
tion, Encafe doubled foe price it 
pays to private producers to 
40,000 cordobas (about $20) a 
bag this year. A bonus incentive, 
paid in dollars, was increased to 
$10 a bag from $6 last year. 

The government has pleaded 
that not a single bean be left 
unpicked and volunteers, not just 
from foe government, have been 
welcomed. This year they indude 
five “brigades” of Americans 
sent by a New York-based soli- 
darity organisation . 

The rebels for their part have 
made dear they regard all coffee 
pickers as enemy collaborators . 

“The rebel . leaders have 
yarned of the risk being run not 
just by internationalists (fore- 
igners) but by Nicaraguans who 
agree to pick coffee in war 
zones,” said a recent broadcast 
on contra Radio Liberation. 
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The First and Only Greek 
EjRestaurant In Jordan'^ 
H TONIGHT 
3 AND EVERY NIGHT 

! J U'* wl j* 

H „ZORBA THE GREEK, 

ES LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CSfcUS M 


OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 641585 


■O COVER CHMCt 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tak* away Is available 

Open doily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

DJ. 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yamouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 pjjt. 
6:30 - Midnight 


^ CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take- a w a y service 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 
p.m. <fc 6:30p.m. - midnight 

■ Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
• Akllah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant. 

CELEBRATES 
Valentines Day on Feb. 13 by 
offering its dientel a Chinese 
Dinner Buffet with soft drinks, 
dancing and. music only for .£) 

4-5 A large beer 500 fils 
Open daily 12:00 - 15:30 - 
iftOO - 23.30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 


Tel: 661922 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates & 
Businessmen 


IIAI’OTEL BD ||-i 2 «|I|Ib 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
, Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments. 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
HOTEL * APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT 



CROWN 

international 

establishment 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, , 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



NKW SKRYlCt FOR 
FXPViRl AIKS 


We are able to advi 
follow up on ai 
9 o v e r n m e 
procedures. 

* Work Permits. 

* Residence Permit! 

* Renewal of all.Iia 

* Visas for visitors; 

Ut your headache I 
mfcie. 

Tel: 604 A 

— Ali Rawashd 
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‘Cars for the people’ 


THE CAR that was the corner- 
stone of Germany's postwar re- 
vival as a motor manufacturer 
was, of course, the Volkswagen 
that Hitler and Porsche had plan- 
ned before the war. Production 
began again in 1945 at Wolf- 
sburg when the factory — origi- 
nally almost razed by bombing 
— was under British control and 
the first cars — nearly two 
thousand that year — were used 
by members of the British military 
government and services. 

At this point Britain considered 
transporting the production line 
to England as war reparations, 
and it was also offered to the 
American motor industry, but the 
VW was considered too ugly to 
have a future. Henry Ford If 
described it as: “Not worth a 
damn". 

In truth it was not beautiful, but 
it worked. The 1 3-foot 4-inch 
body with its drooping bonnet 
(housing the fuel tank) and its 
divided rear window made the 
'Beetle' an obvious nickname for 
it. The air-cooled 11 31 *cc engine 
at the back reached a maximum 
power low down at 3,300 rpm 
and was noisy — but the doors 
shut with a satisfying clunk. With 
the high top gear the car needed 
encouragement to reach 60 
mph, but it could then cruise all 
day at that speed. Passenger 
and luggage space were as li- 
mited as the performance, there 
was ho synchromesh and the 
brakes were cable-operated, but 
the car was cheap. Its reliability 



The first Volkswagen Beetles were produced in 1934. 


was to become legendary. 

In 1949, the British military 
government handed back con- 
trol of VW to the Germans, after 
appointing Heinz Nordhoff, an 
engineer formerly with Opel to 
run it. it was his decision that 
Volkswagen should stake every- 
thing on one car — the Beetle. "I 
shall never follow the fashion of 
bringing out new cars as though 
f were in the haute couture busi- 
ness," he declared. 

Nordhoffs policy worked; ex- 
ports began in 1950 and the car 
became a phenomenon, domi- 
nating the mass markets of the 
world. The Beetle went on and 
on, even after the company was 
denationalised in 1961, hardly 
changing in appearance apart 
from having the divided rear win- 
dow replaced with a one-piece 


window in the 1950s. However, 
there were considerable technic- 
al improvements. The car ac- 
quired hydraulic brakes and syn- 
chromesh, and the engine size 
was increased progressively, to 
1192 coin the 1950s and to 1285 
cc in the 1960s. There were also 
‘1.5-litre versions, and numerous 
derivatives, from sports cars and 
vans to minibuses. 

VW production spread to other 
factories in Germany and to 
places as far away as Australia 
and Brazil. By 1 955 a quarter of a 
million had been sold, by 1961 
five million and in 1972 the Bee- 
tle passed the record 15 million 
sale of the Model T Ford. But by 
now the car was hopelessly 
dated. Nordhoff had died in 1968, 
and the one-model policy had 
gone with him. The German-built 



Britain's ‘people’s car’ launched in 1948 was Che sturdy 918 cc Morris Minor. Morris is no more, having 
been incorporated into the Austin garage. 



The most famous Renault of early post-war years. Designed in secret 
d urin g the war, the prototype came out in 1946. 


Beetle was allowed to make way 
for a new range of cars with 
water-cooled engines — the 
Passat, Goff and Polo. 

However, production con- 
tinued in South Africa New Zea- 
land and Mexico, where the 20 
millionth Beetle was made in 
1981. 

No other car has approached 
the sales, of the Beetle, but it was 
far from being the only success- 
ful 'people’s car 1 of the 1940s. 
Another, also rear-engined, was 
the Renault 4CV, which was 
being developed when the Ger- 
mans overran France in 1940. 
Some work continued on it in 
secrecy during the occupation. 

When liberation came in 1944, 
Louis Renault was imprisoned for 
alleged collaboration with the 
Nazis — he died in jail — and his 
company was nationalised. Thus 
the 4CV, like the Beetle, was a 
state product when production 
began in 1946. 

The 4CV was smaller than the 


VW, being only 1 1 feet 10 inches 
in length and housing a four- 
cylinder engine of only 760 cc. 
This was later reduced to 747 cc 
when the car began to be used 
in motor sport, to bring it into the 
smallest competition category. 
Untuned, it had a top speed in 
the low sixties and achieved 
quick popularity as an econo- 
mical runabout. 

Basic and cheap 


The 'Baby' Renault had been 
unfortunate to meet competition 
from another French economy 
car. about which there was no- 
thing conventional. In fact, when 
it was first shown in 1948 some 
journalists called it a freak; 
others thought it was a joke. The 
Citroen 2CV was no joke. 

it also had been conceived 
before the war and a prototype 
had been made in 1939. Cit- 
roen's aim was to create a 



cheap, simple runabout for peo- 
ple in the country areas of 
France who had no hope of 
buying any existing model — a 
sort of mechanised pony and 
trap. 

The result came as a shock at. 
first sight. The grey, corrugated 
body was reminiscent of a gar- 
den shed. The roof was a flap of 
canvas. The seats were made of 
webbing which was slung from 
tubular frames like deck chairs. 
The engine was a tiny air-cooled 
flat-twin of only 375 cc and it 
drove the front wheels. It looked 
cheap and it was cheap, but it 
was also functional. 

The body of simple unitary 
construction welded to a plat- 
form was designed to be taken 
apart quickly for repairs. The 
doors lifted out and the bonnet 
and wings could be stripped in 
minutes. The disc wheels were 
retained by only three bolts in- 
stead of the conventional four or 
five. The seats were surprisingly 
comfortable and could be ad- 
justed by shifting a peg. An 
awkward load to be carried — it 
was simply a matter of removing 
the rear seat and folding back 
the canvas roof. The front and 
rear suspension were interlinked 
and self-levelling — a property 
destined to become a traditional 
Citroen feature. The little engine 
— with synchromesh on all the 
forward gears, a refinement une- 
qualled in any cheap car of the 
time — gave the 2CV a cruising 
speed in the upper thirties and a 
ton speed of only just over 40 
mph, but a gallon of petrol would 
keep it running for 50 to 60 miles. 

"The Citroen is the simplest 
and most economical instrument 
yet devised for moving four peo- 
ple and their luggage from place 
to place with acceptable stan- 
dards of comfort and weather 
protection... as functional as a 
bicycle or lawn mower, and it 
seems to serve as they do. with 
• the minimum of skilled attention," 
reported The Autocar in a 1953 
road test. 

The car suited the French, who 
had never been Interested in the 
automobile as a status symbol, 
or in weekends spent washing 
and waxing. Demand soon ex- 
ceeded supply and by 1966 
more than 2.5 million had been 
sold. It is still selling today, 
though its appeal is now more to 
youngsters as a fun car than to 
Burgundian farmers. 

The engine, increased to 425 
cc in 1955, is nowadays 602 cc 
which has pushed the top speed 
up to nearly 70 mph, though it is 
still claimed to give 52 mph at a 
constant 56 mph. 

in keeping with its modem, 
cheeky image, later Citroen 



advertising mocked its own pro- 
duct with slogans such as "No 
wonder it's so reliable; there's 
nothing to go wrong". And one 
ad claimed the car had a central 
locking system (*You can- reach 
all the doors from the driver's 
seat 1 ) and an automatic sunshine 
roof ('You automatically roll it 
back when the sun comes out'). 

Morris Minors for 
the Brits 

Britain's 'people's car' was also 
launched in 1948. The first new 
Mom's of the postwar period was 
designed by Alec Issigonis and 
was eminently respectable anti 
orthodox by comparison. The 
Morris Minor was 12 feet 4 in- 
ches long, of unitary construction 
and with excellent rack-and-pin- 
-ion steering; it was a viceless car 
that set a new standard in hand- 
ling. 


Its initial disadvantage was its 
aged Morris 918-cc sidevalve 
engine which made performance 
leisurely, but in 1952 it was given 
a livelier 803-cc overhead-valve 
engine and by the end of the 
1950s it had a 948-cc engine 
which took its top speed into the 
seventies. The now-classic Minor 
was originally available as a two- 
door saloon or an open tourer — 
one of the cheapest convertibles 
on the market — and later as a 
four-door saloon and a wood- 
trimmed station wagon. 

For many Britons it was their 
first car. Tolerant of beginners' 
mistakes, it is affectionately re- 
membered by all who owned 
one. More than a million had 
been sold by 1961 and more 
than 1.5 million by the time the 
Minor was discontinued at the 
close of the 1960s. Many cher- 
ished examples are still on the 
roads today. 


Austin is a winner 


The Metro is not the .only suc- 
cess story from Austin, indeed 
more than one Million metres on 
the road in such a short period is 
something to be proud of, but 
again. Austin is very much used 
to success. 

Back in the twenties when 
motoring was very much res- 
tricted to the affluent, Austin in- 
troduced the "Seven", a tiny 
mundane machine that went 
places at an affordable price. 

"One for each loot" was the 
[Oke of the day. but the Seven 
has brought motoring to the 
majority. 

Britain became mobile, in fact 
too mobile, for by the mid fifties 
car designers started thinking of 
the congested cities of the fu- 
ture Once again Austin came 
with a revolutionary idea; the Mini 
was created A car tailored 
around lour seated adults was 
the ideal city car. The Mini in no 
time became a new legend. 

Naturally such engineering 
wealth was not restricted to the 
small car. for Austin has always 


been known to produce the func- 
tional family car. 

In Jordan. Austin is reputed for 
strength, durability and a sense 
of security; it is the car that will 
not let you down. 

Now Austin has developed 
and tested a new car specifically 
for the Middle East, with the 
executive in mind. The new Mon- 
tego Mayfair offers all creature 
comfort with the same sense of 
security. 

Noting that a high standard of 
service and availability of spare 
parts are key issues to the suc- 
cess of any car in any market, 
The Jordan Automobile Co., 
(JAC) the local Austin distribu- 
tors, have recently equipped one 
of the most modem workshops in 
Jordan. 

JAC realizes that when a 
Jordanian motorist chooses the 
high standard of engineering of 
Austin, he demands a high stan- 
dard of service; such a standard 
does not come about only by 
facilitating a modem garage lay- 


out equipment and tools, but 
also by implementing an efficient 
managerial system and means of 
transfer of technical know-how. 

The Jordanian motorist is not 
only conscious of the technical 
merits of the modem car, but is 
also concerned with the overall 
economy of car ownership. 

Austin always strived for eco- 
nomy of ownership and indeed 
produced some of the world's 
best examples of lowest com- 
bined depreciation, servicing 
and fuel costs. 

In Jordan as an added bonus, 
the favourable exchange rate of 
the pound Sterling to the Jordan 
Dinar in relation to other curren- 
cies such as the Japanese Yen 
and the Deutch Mark, suddenly 
caused a selected range of Au- 
stin cars to become the best 
value for money. 

Whether it is the Montego 
Mayfair at the executive end of 
the market, or the trendy Metro 
with its unique personality for any 
application, Austin is a winner. 



AUSTIN METRO 


Now the new Austin Metro takes tbe small 
car concept, a logical step further. 

Stylish outside, spacious inside, supremely 
manoeuvrable in town traffic, and with 
built-in economy that makes it ideal for all 
motorist. 

Regular servicing only once every 
20,000 km. Spare parts & maintenance avai- 
lable at the company’s service centre. 




Amman - Mahatta Street. Telephone 651371 


AUSTIN 








RENAULT 21 

a family car with spirit 

Like all Renaults, the Renault 21 is a front wheel drive car. The Renault 21 - 
the new bom in the Renault family - offers you the absolute pleasure - a 
faultless shape (drag coefficient 0.29) and up to 120 bhp of pure power, the 
largest interior space in its class. Renault 21, the absolute pleasure of a 
family car that does not compromise on space, performance orequipment. 
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RENAULT 

BUILD A BETTER CAR 


AL-TEWFIK AUTOMOBILE & EQUIPMENTS. 

Amman - Mahatta Road - Tel. 656 273/4 & 651 591 



THE NEW RENAULT 21 : 
AT LAST THERE'S 
SPIRIT IN A 
FAMILY GAR 




A new Renault is bom - the 
new Renault 2 1 . Combining 
ail that is best in classic and 
ultra modem design, here at 
last is a car that is designed to be 
extremely spacious on the inside yet 
compact on the outside. 

This is the car for leisure! for 
holidays, for the family; but it s also the 
town car, for work or daily errands. 

A Renault that combines 
practical good sense with a unique 
dash and touch of class. 

The new Renault 2 1 is also 
designed to be fun to drive. The high 
performance two litre injection TXE 
model for instance combines 
performance with economy. It has a top 
speed of 1 25 mph yet it can achieve a 
fuel consumption of only 48.7 mpg at a 
constant 56 mph. 

The new Renault 21 is also 
designed to be a family car. yrith a 


spacious interior that - : s light, 
harmonious and pleasa.it. The 
exceptionally large glass area not only 
gives the occupants maximum vision 
but also improves the ambience, with a 
feeling of spaciousness and comfort. 
This design for space is also applied to 
the luggage compartment which is not 
only cavernous but is practically 
designed with a low loading height and 
the availability of 6^40 folding rear 
seats on most models. 

The new Renault 21 is also a long 
distance car with a definite character 
and has been designed with safety in 
mind. It combines outstanding 
roadholding with its all round 
independent suspension and accurate 
safe braking with a servo-assisted 
system of ventilated (except TL) front 
disc brakes with drums at the rear. 

This vjtnbination ensures your safety 
whatever tne road conditions. 


The accent is on elegance and the 
appeal of this car is the balanced use of 
space, with flowing aerodynamic lines. 
A design rule that leads to efficiency, 
dash and distinction. 

The Renault 2 1 has inherited all 
that is best in normal Renault design 
(front wheel drive, independent 
suspension!, while incorporating what 
is best in modem technology; 
in particular, integrated electronics for 
efficient running, monitoring and safety. 

The Renault 21 is available in eight 
versions with a choice of two petrol 
engines 11721 ccor 1995 cc| and two 
diesel engines: a 2068 cc turbo-diesel, 
and a normally aspirated 2068 cc diesel, 
plus a wide choice of equipment levels. 

Discover for yourself the 
uncompromising motoring pleasure of 
the new Renault 21. 



• SWCE‘017 MITSUBISHI MOTORS 

Transjordan Trading Co. Ltd. 


One of the oldest firms in the 
Kingdom of slordan established 
in 1944, dealing mainly in the 
motor trade and its spare parts, 
T.T.C. is the official dealers for 
Mitsubishi Motor Corporation 
and is well-known for its best 
services since the very begin- 
ning. 

Transjordan Trading Company 
Ltd 0TO) gives a great deal of 
attention to services for its cus- 


tomers and agents, in order to 
meet with the day-to-day needs 
of its clients TTC has set up a 
modem garage at its headquar- 
ters in Abdali fully equipped with 
auto maintenance service super- 
vised by the most experienced 
and efficient technicians, espe- 
cially, in maintenance operations. 

Periodically specialists and 
engineers from Japan visit the 
company to give advice and 


supervise maintenance work 
which makes our technicians 
thorough and perfect on most 
recent developments in auto 
mechanism so as to offer the 
best service to Mitsubishi cars 


and to keep up the compaiy’a 
reputation in the market. 

On the occasion of the arrival 
of Mitsubishi vehicles 1987 mod- 
els and on the special occasion 


of the 70th anniversary, the birth 

of Mitsubishi model — A series — you are 
invited to visit our showrooms to see the 
new ones from Mitsubishi. 



Mitsubishi Modet-A 

Mitsubishi genuine parts fceep your vehicle at its best always. 


■-* 




ONLY THE BEST SURVIVE. 


MITSUBISHI 

PRJERO 


STAB ION 



COLT 1600 TURBO 


The Three Diamonds, 
a Famous Symbol for a Dccrp-RoMcd Same 


<553 


A 


MITSUBISHI 

MOTORS 


Trans-Jordan Trading Co. Ltd. 

Amman, Mahatta Str. Tel. 651331/2, P.O. Box 129 

Abdali: Tel. 629572, 654071. Irbid: Tel. 243132. Zarka: TeL 982036 

And all distributors in Jordan: 

Jerash: Tel. 451368. Mafraq: TeL 431303. Ma’am TeL 332660. Aqaba: TeL 312319. Zarka: TeL 985000 
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Wind-in- the-hair driving converts a new generation 


JV*- 


By Frank Page 


tftc Munich-based 
magazine 


IN THE beginning, aJi cars were 
open-top. From those first primi- 
tive machines built a century 
ago, until well into the twenties, 
the automobile was almost al- 
ways open to the sky. Yes, there 
were some majestic highroofed 
broughams, landaus and 
limousines produced for rich 
motorists by the luxury car mak- 
ers, but they were the exceptions 
to the rule. The standard car had 
a vertical windscreen, places for 
■*four passengers out in the air 
and a basic, hence not very 
effective, canvas roof to keep off 
the worst of the rain. 

It is worth remembering that if 
the Archduke Ferdinand and his 
wife had not been in an open car 
that fateful 1914 day in Sarajevo, 

* the Serbian student who leapt on 
to the running board might not 
have been able to shoot them so 
easily. And the whole course of 
history might have changed. 

And if the great dancer Isa- 
dora Duncan had been in a 
saloon instead of an open sports 
car when she made the grand 
gesture of tossing her scarf over 
her shoulder, it would not have 
„ wrapped itself around the rear 
wheel and throttled her. The 
open car has certainly played its 
part in twentieth century history. 

But it began to lose popularity 
in the thirties for two reasons. Car 
travellers wanted far more com- 
fort if they were going to tackle 
the long journeys that contem- 
porary technology made possi- 
ble. it didn't make sense to have 
reliable engines, almost punc- 
ture-proof tyres, longer-lasting 
transmissions and more supple 
suspensions if you were ex- 
hausted by the constant buffet- 
ing of the wind. 

Secondly, the old-established 
principle of sturdy chassis and 
separate bodywork began to 
give way to unitary construction 
— where the whole car body 
provided integral strength. That 
r meant that the roof panel was 
almost as important in the solidity 
of the car as the floor pan. The 
saloon became the logical way 
to build a car; the convertible an 
expensive aberration. 

Nevertheless, convertibles 



were produced in respectable 
numbers until the fifties. But then 
the word spread that the Amer- 
ican authorities were considering 
banning all open-tops as unsafe. 
And since the American market 
was the honey-pot which every 
car maker wanted to taste, the 
open car rapidly declined in 
popularity. 

There were a few sports cars, 
like the British MGs and Jaguars, 
the Italian Alfa Romeos and Fer- 
raris or the American sporty 
Chevrotets. But convertible four- 
seaters virtually disappeared 
and the car makers seemed to 
have lost the skill of building 
bodies which were strong 
enough below the waistline to do 
without the clinching solidity of a 
roof. 

But when the car makers real- 
ised the U.S. legislation was not 
going to be pushed through they 
began to lode again at the poten- 
tial for convertibles. Volkswagen 
set the pace in 1979 with the 
open-top version of the Golf, and 
soon lots of other manufacturers 
were striving to get in on the act 
Ford produced the Escort Cab- 
riolet Fiat the Strade rag-top, 
Peugeot Talbot the chirpy little 
Samba convertible. Suddenly it 
was the “in” thing to have a 
soft-top car and zip around town 
on sunny days with the wind 
blowing in your hair. 

The problem with many of the * 
rapid arrivals was the evidence 


of somewhat rapid development 
Many of the new generation of 
open cars require a strengthen- 
ing T-bar over the body to keep 
them rattle-free. Acceptable, but 
hardly attractive. Others suffered 
from the old enemy of the con- 
vertible — scuttle shake. Drive 
over a lumpy road and the whole 
front windscreen and scuttle 
area vibrates because it isn't 
sufficiently braced. 

Now we are beginning to see 
the arrival of the "second gen- 
eration" convertibles, with more 
engineering finesse and atten- 
tion to the finer points of making 
an open car. The BMW 3-series 
Cabrio is not only snug and 
weatherproof when the hood is 
up, but also completely open 
and sleek when ifs down. 

Collectors 

Crime novelist James Leasor 
loves motor cars; especially if 
they date from the thirties. He 
has three classic machines from 
that period in his collection — 
and they all have soft tops. His 
favourite Is a rare Cord 810 
roadster, which has been res- 
tored to an immaculate state, 
largely by his own son, and using 
the components of two separate 
examples of the breed. 

Leaser's collection also in- 
dudes a classic British car from 
the thirties, the slinky Jaguar 
SSI 00 sports car, as well as an* 


Auburn 851 drop-head. 

Try to paint a picture of the 
archetypal English aristocrat and 
the result will almost certainly 
turn out just like Lord Charles 
Brocket. Tall, charming and im- 
peccably turned out, this hand- 
some 33-year-old is the scion of 
a distinguished family, had a 
glittering career as an officer in 
one of the most pukka cavalry 
regiments and is owner of one of 
the most elegant stately homes 
in England, Brocket Hall, near 
Hatfield, Herts. The stable block 
behind the house contains no 
less than 17 different machines. 
They range from a VW Golf to a 
Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, but 
most are classic Italian sports 
cars of the Ferrari or Maserati 
family. 

Inevitably, his collection al- 
ways includes some open cars, 
and the most attractive example 
is probably a Maserati 3500GTI 
VignaJe convertible, which sits 
handsomely in the middle of a 
whole gaggle of scarlet classics. 

Simon Carrington Is a baritone, 
a founder member of the Kings 
Singers. His current pride and 
joy is a Frod 1600i Cabriolet, 
bought a year ago and already 
with 16,000 miles on the clock. It 
is the latest in a long series of 
soft-top machines, which have 
ranged from a 1926 Austin 
Seven Tourer to various open- 
top H umbers from the twenties 
as well as a classic Morris Cow- 
ley Tourer. He likes nothing bet- 
ter, on a mid-winter day when the 
sun is shining, to put down the 
hood, turn up the heater and 
rush off to a concert with the 
wind in his hair. “Heaters in 
modem cars are so good," he 
says, "that you can have the best 
of both worlds — the sky above 
and the wind about you but 
plenty of warmth as well." 

Mnadans in the open air 

Musicians and artists feature 
high the lists of those who buy 
convertibles. Nick Mason, of the 
great rock group Pink Floyd, is a 
devoted owner of a VW Golf 
Convertible. So is Midge Ure of 
the Ultravox group. Mason is well 
known for his fanatical interest in 
motor sport, while Midge Ure 
was one of the moving spirits, 
with Bob Geidof behind the Live 
Aid Christmas Record which 


raised a huge amount of money 
for the starving in Ethiopia. 

Another enthusiast for open air 
motoing is Gray Jofiffe, the car- 
toonist who devised the best- 
selling cartoon book Man’s Best 
Friend — and ft wasn't about his 
dog. As well as drawing scurri- 
lous cartoons, Jotffe is a copywri- 
ter who works on the English 
advertising for BMW cars. “I like 
cars with a sense of humour," he 
says, “with a smile on their 
faces His current favourite is a 
1969 Chevrolet Camaro SS con- 
vertible. Jt (s trie successor to a 
string of Ford Mustangs. "I love 
Yank cars. In my opinion the '69 
Mustang is the best-looking car 
ever. I was trying to find another 
white one when I saw the Chevy 
in 1972." 



BMW Dud 3/15 PS DA 1,1927/28 


Investments (million DM} 
900 Mia. DM 


VW/Audl at present: 

In 1986. Volkswagen/Audi 
passenger cars have reached 
the No. 1 position in Europe for 
the second time. 

According to the company's 
records, its sales have reached 
1,437,400 cars, which amounts 
to 13.1% and is ahead of Fiat by 
approximately 40,000 passenger 
cars, followed by Ford. PSA, GM, 
Japanese cars and Renault 

This success adds to VW/ 
Audi's outstanding record and to 
its internationally-recognised 
prestigious, dynamic and mod- 
em image. 

The VW/Audi group has al- 
ways tried to outpace its com- 
petition as an innovative and 
technology orientated pacemak- 
er and as a manufacturer of 
up-market cars. 

It has successfully acquired a 
personality with a high prestige 
claim which has maintained and 
consolidated its position vis-a-vis 
the competition as far as the 
aspects of sportiness, status, 
quality, performance, tradition, 
luxury and prestige are con- 
cerned. 
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The VW/Audi group — a world economic factor 

The construction of VWs and 
Audis provides work and suste- 
nance for far more than the 
212,000 employees in VWs eight 
German and eight foreign factor- 
ies. Twice as many again spread 
over 1 50 nations are employed in 
secondary supplier industries 
and in the service organisation. 


400000 
350000 
300000 
250000 
200 COO 
150000 
100000 
50000 
0 



1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 


1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 



1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Turnover ft million DM 

4903 

5774 

6127 

8019 

8726 

9611 

Vehicle output (units} 

299987 

329246 

325328 

388610 

372407 

392052 

Average output per working day (units) 

1517 

1495 

1454 

1650 

1727 

1700 

Total number of employees at year-end 

29065 

30256 

30627 

33589 

36403 

36393 

Investments in million DM 

336 

802 

772 

397 

601 

943 


The new Audi 80: 

This year, after a run of eight 
years, the 3rd generatrion of toe 
Audi 80 makes its appearance 
on the market. 

This new model range does 


not just continue upgrading the 
Audi brand ushered in by the 
Audi 100. It also sets new stan- 
dards in automobile manufactur- 
ing; standards such as full galva- 
nisation, drag coefficient and the 
Audi safety system procon and 


ten. In brief, a thoroughly ne 
automobile concept which, wil 
its many innovations and in 
provements, goes to underiir 
Audi's claim to mastery of the a 
of engineering. 



Model T — a car which 
shaped social history 


IT NEEDS no written record to tell 
us that Henry Ford was an ex- 
ception. In spite of producing 
several early models which 
proved to be unremarkable, with 
.consequent financial problems, 
his luck held. The Ford Model K, 
a large six-cylinder model 
offered in 1906. did nothing to 
stimulate his fortunes (he had not 
been enthusiastic about its pro- 
duction but was over-ruled), 
neither did the £500 Model N 
which also appeared during 
1906, although its price undercut 
toe comparable Ofdsmobife of 
that year. 

But the Model N had some of 
toe features that were to become 
widely known in Ford's car of the 
following year — the homely, the 
ubiquitous, the best-selling Mod- 
el T. "The automobile of the 
past" said Henry, explaining 
why the world needed his Model 
T so badly, “attained success in 
spite of its price. The automobile 
of the future must be enough 
better than the present car to 
f beget confidence in toe man of 
limited means, and enough lower 
in price to insure sale for toe 
enormously increased output. In 
toe low-priced car dwells toe 
future success of toe auto- 
moMe.’* He was right at toe time: 
his witness, the sales of 
15.007,033 Model T examples. 

The October 1908 issue of the 
U.S. magazine Motor carried a 
huge advertisement introducing 
toe new Ford Model T to the 
American public, it staled: "The 
cars have been run under every 
conceivabte condition. Last win- 
ter they were tried on snow-and- 
slush-covered country roads — 
V ail summer they have run on hills, 

on sand and mud roads in good 

and bad weather. While we do 


not know how many of these cars 
we will build the next 12 months, 
toe price is based on building 
25,000 cars." By 1912, no less 
than 200,000 cars roiled off his 
lines in 12 months and at one 
point in toe 1920s half the entire 
world's automobiles were Model 
T Fords. 

Propelling this gawky maid-of- 
afl-work was a 20-hp four-cyiin- 
der 2.9-litre (3% x 4 inches) unit, 
cast in a single block with a 
removable water-jacketed cylin- 
der head. The gearbox, which 
needed some understanding be- 
fore it responded to reason, was 
a pedal-operated . two-speed. 
epicycEc arrangement To be fair, 
it was simple enough to use, 
even though it gave the car an 
occasional tendency to run down 
Its owner as he swung toe start- 
ing handle. Transverse springs, 
front and rear, proved the sim- 
plest and most durable suspen- 
sion system. The Model T could 
travel 45 miles to a (U.S.) gallon 
of gasoline. 

Ford sold toe first Model Ts for 
£850. By 1917 he had progres- 
sively reduced its price (he had 
promised that toe car should be 
sold within the reach of a man of 
limited means) right down to 
$360. War then forced prices up 
again, but when it was over, Ford 
dropped his prices again, until 
by 1 924 the Model T rolled off the 
floor of the huge Highland Park 
factory near Detroit at a rock- 
bottom $290. 

If the 1901 Mercedes had pre- 
sented the world with its first 
great step forward into modem 
motoring, then Henry Ford’s 
Model T must be given the credit 
as the car that most influenced 
toe pattern of social history in the 
Western world. 


One of Germany’s most 
modern views. Audi 100. 



The car with toe 
future-orientated technology, 
the absolute yardstick as 
regards performance, design 
and comfort. An enormously 
versatile vehicle. 

• Elegant design ail of its 
own 

• Top quality workmanship 

• High degree of economy 
thanks to toe aerodynamic 
design of toe bodywork 


and the thriftiness of its 
engines 

• Outstandingly comfortable 

• Sporty performance 
combined with a high level 
of active and passive 
safety 

• The advantages of front 
wheel drive combined with 
a high degree of 
directional stability in 
virtually every situation 



German engineering at its best. 


MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. 

Amman - Mahatta Road - Tel. 651338/9 & 651351 










The 1st self-propelled 


By Peter Roberts 

THE scene is an arcaded square 
in Paris: the time, a sunny Sun- 
day morning in 1770. Street sel- 
lers shout their wares; ladies 
hold their skirts as they cross the 
small place, their escorts at their 
sides. A clanking rumble is 
heard in the near distance. 
Through the trees at the far cor- 
ner of the square a large vehicle 
slowty appears. No team of 
horses draws its wood-and-met- 
al bulk; it progresses entirely 
without visible aid or command, 
save for one small figure stand- 
ing high on the superstructure, 
struggling with a heavy iron 
handle. Plumes of steam can be 
seen escaping from its depths. 

Before observers have time to 
recover from their initial shock, 
the gargantuan object clatters its 
way into the square on three 
titanic wheels — and out again, 
coming to a halt only after de- 
molishing a high garden wall.... 

Those French spectators had 
witnessed the first trial of the 
world's first self-propelled road 
vehicle — and had seen the first 
'motor accident.' 

Engineer Nicholas Cugnot's 
heavy steam-driven machine, a 
tardier or gun-towing tractor, had 
been ordered by the minister of 
war. The French steam pioneer 
had produced a working model a 
year earlier which had interested 
the army. 

The full-size prototype wagon 
was indeed a monster, weighing 
about four tons and carrying an 
immense boiler and two bucket- 
sized cylinders. Since the boiler 
was suspended over the single 
front wheel and was made to 
swing with it, disaster was pre- 
dictable. 

But it was the first attempt at 
mechanically propelled travel. 
There had only been dreamers 
and visionaries before. Cugnot's 
machine has been preserved. It 
rests in the Conservatoire des 
Arts et Metiers in Paris and may 
be seen today. 

Others were soon to follow 
CugnoL Englishman Richard 
Trevithick made several suc- 
cessful steam coaches and high- 
pressure steam locomotives at 
the beginning of the 19th Cen- 
tury; Oliver Evans of Philadelphia 
built his steam amphibian Oruk- 
ter Amphibotos.- By the 1830s, 


particularly in England where a 
strong interest was shown In 
promoting public transport a 
period that could be called the 
.Golden Age of Steam blos- 
somed. 

Notable were Goldsworthy 
Gurney, whose first carriage 
used both wheels and mecha- 
nical tegs to propel it and who 
later set up a Glasgow ‘omnibus' 
service, and Walter Hancock, who 
was perhaps the most success- 
ful with his steam coaches. His 
most sophisticated was Enter- 
prise, a handsome bus-like vehi- 
cle that could bp seen in the 
London area where Hancock 
had set up a regular passenger 
sen/ice. Those who put their faith 
in road steam transport had, 
however, not forseen the de- 
velopment of steam transport de- 
signed to run on metal rails. 

Railway transport and railway 
lines multiplied rapidly. Cheap, 
direct, relatively fast this was the 
welcome answer to long-dis- 
tance travel in early Victorian 
Britain — and for the rest of the 
world shortly afterwards. Steam 
road transport withered, and 
once more the roads of Britain 
were used only by the walker, the 
carter and the horse-drawn 
coach. 

The 1867 Paris World. Fair was 
about to open its gates to an 
eager and fascinated public. 
Among the technical exhibits in 
the summer of 1867 was an 
engine from the workshop of 
Nicholas Otto & Company a 
small enterprise set up recently 
by Otto and his colleague, 
Eugen Langen, from Germany. 
Otto had shown a strong interest 
in engine mechanics as a youth, 
and had left the business world 
to devote his time to improving 
the crude but workable combus- 
tion engine invented by Belgian- 
born Etienne Lenoir. 

Lenoir had already developed 
a stationary engine driven by 
lighting-gas mixed with air 
ignited in a cylinder at atmos- 
pheric pressure — a machine 
that was quiet-running, had the 
advantage of immediate starting, 
did not require large and fre- 
quent doses of water — and that 
gave just Ihp for a 6-litre capac- 
ity. it was, by any standards, 
abysmally inefficient. 

However, to Lenoir must go 
the credit due to the producer of 


the world's first self-propelled 
vehicle — one could hardly call it 
a car— in 1860. He had reduced 
the cumbersome engine to 
underseat size, fuelled it with 
petroleum vapour, and it would 
be only a slight indulgence to 
say that this remarkable cart had 
an electric ignition and a spark 
plug. 

However, thought Otto, if the 
non-compressing Lenoir unit 
could be modified to include a 
compression stroke, thus con- 
centrating the gas-mix in the 
cylinder, the following explosion 
after igniting the stuff would give 
the unit more powerful kick, tt 
did, although this was not yet a 
four-stroke engine, as the gases 
were compressed before entering 
the cylinder. During these de- 
velopments Otto had in fact de- 
signed a four-stroke unit, but had 
abandoned it in favour of his 
unwieldy two-stroke engine. 

Gasmotoren-Fabrik Deutz, as 
the flourishing Otto & Langen 
company was called in 1872, 
employed a technical manager 
with a somewhat forceful charac- 
ter. Gottlieb Daimler, a baker's 
son from Schomdorf was an en- 
gineer destined to earn his place 
in history as one of the “fathers of 
the automobile.' 

Daimler engaged a new chief 
engineer, Franz Rings, who with 
Otto himself followed up the 
abandoned four-stroke engine of 
earlier years; the fiery manager 
had long held that the current 
Otto engine could be greatly 
improved by designing the op- 
eration to include compression. 
Prototypes were built and suc- 
cessfully tested in late 1876. 

The Daimler-prompted engine 
from Gasmotoren-Fabrik Deutz 
marked a major success in the 
development of the internal com- 
bustion reciprocating petroleum- 
fuelled engine, a breakthrough 
that separated it in history from 
the experimenters and the 
dreamers of the past whose de- 
vices either failed in practice or 
were never developed enough to 
interest the general public. And 
at this point in history Nicholas 
Otto has his niche, too, as the 
inventor of the four-stroke cycle, 
known as the Otto cycle even 
today. 

During this last quarter of the 
19th Century the world was 
ready for many changes,- parti- 


road vehicle and the 1st ‘motor accident’ 



Gottlieb Daimler. 1834-1900. Apprenticeship for gun- 
smith. Polytechnical college. Wbrked in mechanical 
engineering in Germany, France und England. 
1872: Becomes works managing director at Nicolaus 
August Otto in Deutz. 1882: Formation of his owd 
^engine factory in Cannstaa near Stuttgart. 


Karl Benz, 1844-1929. Grammar School, repairs 
Black Forest docks, Polytechnical college. Appren- 
ticeship in a machine-factory. Various jobs 
in engineering' plants. 1872: Own workshop in 
Mannheim for construction of carparts. 1877: Start 
of work on a two-stroke engine. 


cularly in transportation. Gottlieb 
Daimler was well aware of the 
need for a light reliable and 
simple power unit which could 
not only propel vehicles of va- 
rious types but could accommo- 
date the upcoming requirements 
tor multiple power sources for 
the coming age of high produc- 
tion,- to feed and clothe a world 
whose population had 
mushroomed in toe past few 
years. 

Daimler's interest in fine en- 
gineering dated from his first 
schooldays at a Latin institution. 
He had quickly shown that he 
cared more for instruction that 
would gain him a sound know- 
ledge of mechanical power than 
in classical languages, and be- 
came deeply involved in plane- 
and-solid geometry and maths. 

Daimler was apprenticed to 
the flourishing industry of small- 
arms making. Here he proved a 
first-class craftsman in metal, 
stayed four years, completed his 
pupillage — and decided that 
gunmaking was not his metier, 
l-le enrol led -in a school of en- 
gineering and industrial arts. His 


evening work here brought him, 
at 19. a job with a large French 
firm producing railway rolling 
stock and locomotives. He soon 
learned French. 

The youthful, energetic Wurt- 
temberger also realised that 
steam engines and steam 
locomotives were not his voca- 
tion, and tried to persuade his 
directors that a small light engine 
powered by some method other 
than steam, an instant-starting 
engine which would 'cost a mod- 
est sum to run, could be used in 
factories that were too small to 
afford or need the current large 
engine' would, if manufactured, 
show a profit He failed to con- 
vince anyone, and resigned. 

By this time, 1862, Lenoir had 
patented his own engine. Steam 
experts derided its possible 
uses, declaring that although it 
needed no heating apparatus, it 
would need constant lubrication, 
and so on and soon — anything 
to confound opinion about an 
engine that clearly had a future. 

A visit to Paris at the height of 
the Lenoir phenomenon further 
stimulated Daimler's wish to de- 


velop an engine independent of 
steam — and independent of a 
fixed fuel supply as provided by 
piped town gas. 

Gottlieb Daimler, now a mature 
28 years old and luckily with few 
financial worries, spent these 
years moving around Europe in 
search of engineering ideas. The 
footloose engineer went on a 
peripatetic trip to England in 
1861, finding Leeds' 'satanic 
mills r a fascinating scene and 
working there for a period in a 
machine shop, moving on to 
Manchester to work tor the firm of 
Roberts & Company makers of 
machine tools, steam boilers and 
locomotives. 


First engine 


At Daimler's next job he met 
Wilhelm Maybach, 12 years his 
junior and a self-taught engineer 
of brilliance. Maybach was to 
play a significant part in the 
design of Daimler's early en- 
gines and cars, and indeed 
some say that modem transport 
owes more to him than to his 
master, Daimler; 

In March 1872 Daimler was 


appointed manager of Gasmo-‘ 
toren-Fabrik Deutz and he took 
Maybach with him. 

As early as 1875 Gottlieb 
Daimler had begun ex- 
perimenting with gas engines of 
the atmospheric types, but with 
little success at first. Franz Rings 
now took a technical hand, de- 
signing a true four-cycle unit for 
the company, under Daimler's 
directioa.The research diary en- 
try of May 9, 1876 shows the first 
record of a four-stroke engine, 
and as the originator of the prin- 
ciple, the system bore Otto's 
name. It was the foundation of all 
that followed. 

Daimler and Maybach de- 
cided to set up on their own — ' 
there had been disagreements 
at the company and Daimler's, 
two basic percepts for engine 
success, a high rate of revolution 
and light engine weight, had 
been ignored. The new Otto four- 
stroke units were still slow-oper- 
ating heavyweights. By 1882 
they had set up a workshop — a 
greenhouse and lean-to shed — 
in the spacious garden of the 
Daimler family house in the 
Taubenheimstrasse of Carmstatt, 
near Stuttgart, where together 
they built their first working tour- 
stroke petrol engine. 

For the late 19th century, the 
engine was indeed high-speed, 
as Daimler had laid down in his 
prime requirements; at up to 900 
revolutions per minute it was 
faster by far than the larger sta- 
tionary engines, which were also 
about 10 times heavier than 
Daimler's small single-cylinder 
unit. 

Two years later the two en- 
gineers and Daimler’s 16-year- 
old son, Paul, were trundling 
around the garden paths at 
Cannstatt on the world’s first 
petrol-engined vehicle, a crude 
motorcycle. Daimler had no in- 
tention then of creating a road- 
going motorcycle, and, in fact, it 
was more than a decade later 
that the first practical motorcycle 
was seen. His intention had been 
to createan engine capable of 
powering either mobile or sta- 
tionary machinery. 

But by 1885, after two years of 
development — and one dead- 
of-night visit by the local police 
who thought he might have been 
forging coins .-f-. Jthg jipw-im- 


" stall in a four-wheeled phaeton. 

. Daimler had ordered a sturdy 
model, saying that it was to be a * 
birthday gift for his wife and 
quietly fitted his 1-hp engine into 
the rear floor-well of the carriage 
where' it sat like an oversized 
samovar near the rear passen- 
ger's tegs. It was coupled to the 
rear wheels, and a steering rig 
directed the front wheels. 

Early the following year. 1886, 
Daimler’s 'birthday 1 coach could 
be seen clattering through the 
extensive gardens of Daimler's 
home. Later it puttered out on 
occasional clandestine sorties 
along local roads. 4 

Now Gottlieb Daimler saw his 
life-long aspirations in tangible 
form. His engine would propel 
everything on wheels and every 
craft that plied the ocean routes, 
but first a motor-powered boat 
tor the local river, the Neckar; 

Not six months after the first 
engine was built he had installed 
another in a small river boat and 
was soon sitting at the tiller, 
silently propelling it up and down 
the Neckar to the complete asto- 
nishment of the people of Cam- 
statt. 

Daimler went on to power a fire 
engine, a small airship, a tram, a 
rail-road car and other vehicles 

— all within a couple of years. 

His immediate success, howev- * 
er, came from his engined boats 

— people seemed less 
apprehensive of this nasty 1 ’ex- 
plosion’ engine when it was sur- 
rounded by water — and he built 
several for German royalty and 
other eminent people. 


Meanwhile at Mannheim... 


At this point in history one had 
to take a day's carriage-ride 
down the road to Mannheim to 
meet another German engineer 
who was working on an almost 
, identical project and who. in fact 
produced the world's first prac- 
tical motor car — just after Daim- 
ler had built his motorcycle, but 
before he had publicly exhibited 
his first four-wheel vehicle. 

Karl Benz's background was 
in many ways similar to that of 
Daimler, with the exception of the 
financial support that Daimler 
could command. Physics and 
chemistry were his subjects and 
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MEDITERRANEAN FLAIR AND 
THE SEAT MALAGA. 



Your search is over. You need look no 
further for the transport concept that in ver- 
satility, performance, economy and ease of 
maintenance has been designed above all 
others with you in mind. 

The SEAT Malaga range is classic styling 


and advanced technology at its very best a 
blend of excellence from the finest designers, 
engineers and craftsmen in Europe. 


AT MALAGA 

THE BRILLIANT CAR. 


ALNAHRA1N TRADING ESTB. E1N GHAZAL RD. TEL 896346 •Universal Auto Centre.Tel.847113 j 



IBIZA “MOULDS 
GERMAN ENGINEERING” 


Before the SEAT Ibiza hatchback 
was even drawn or thought of, 
we broke the traditional mould of 
motor construction by actually 
asking what people were looking 
for in a new small car. 

Their response wasn't too much, 
of a surprise; they simply wanted 
the best of everything — German 
Engineering and Italian design in 
SEAT one car. 


So we went out to create it for 
them. 

Osnabruck in Germany was 
the first stop where we secured 
for the Ibiza a Karmann body- 
shell and structural design. Thai 
on to Stuttgart for a System Pors- 
che engine and gearbox. 

(They push the 1.5 GLX ver- 
sion from 0-60 in 9.9 seconds 
and to stop speed of 109 mph) 


Next on the agenda was a 
sleek, distinctive design. And 
who better to provide it than the 
crack Italian car designer Gior- 
gio Giugiaro (his pedigree in- 
cludes the BMW Ml., the Lotus 
Esprit and the original VW Golf). 

Once in hand, we at SEAT built 
them into a car no mould could 
hold. 


The SEAT Ibiza 

By de mandin g the best .German engineering, we broke the mould. 



Technology without frontiers 
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his hobby was photography, 
then in its early form. A period at 
the Karlsruhe Polytechnic, taught 
Benz, , like Daimler, to search for 
a more efficient engine than the 
ponderous steam giants of the 
day. 

The key invention was to be 
the internal combustion engine, 
and several minds were directed 
to this end during the 1860s. 

Karl Benz also found work in a 
locomotive-building factory at 
Karlsruhe, the very company that 
appointed Gottlieb Daimler as its 
chief engineer just three years 
after Benz had left. Benz was 
also to come into contact with 
Otto's atmospheric engine — 
which also fired him with a desire 
to improve it 

Benz and his pretty wife, 
Bertha, who became his lifelong 
inspiration, set up a tiny machine 
shop in Mannheim in 1872. Their 
main assets were faith, hope and 
energy, and to augment their 
meagre living. Kart took orders 
for making clamps and pipes for 
the building industry, and even 
took on the hydraulic pressing of 
tobacco into plug. Occasionally 
** a court order to repossess their 
goods threatened total ruin. 

With what tools he had left 
after yet another domestic finan- 
cial disaster Karl Benz turned to 
his long-term goal, the small 
high-speed engine. He knew that 
only some dramatic achievement 
could save them from catastro- 
phy, and Karl worked feverishly 
on improving a two-stroke en- 
gine half-developed by Scots- 
man Dugald. Clerk. Otto had re- 
cently patented his four-cycle 
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Karl Benz ‘first Patent Motor Wages’ was completed towar ds the end 
of 1885. 


engine, and thus anyone else 
who wished to pursue the de- 
velopment of the internal com- 
bustion motor was forced, to do 
all his experimenting with the 
two-stroke (or two-cycle) pro- 
cess. 

The trouble, as in all these 
earty engines, was ignition— the 
fuel mix would often ignite out- 
side the cylinder and cause 
havoc. Benz managed to over- 
come this danger and also 
arranged that hot exhaust gas 
was expelled before the fresh 
mixture was introduced. 

New year beds 

Karl Benz’s two-stroke engine 
design took it far into technical 
terra incognita, where it re- 
mained stubbornly silent. The 
project was life-or-death to 35- 
year-old Benz and his family. For 
them the New Year's Eve that 
heralded 1880 was grim. To- 
wards midnight Bertha sug- 
gested that they go out again to 


the garden workshop and try to 
start the thing just once more. 

In his later memoirs Kart Benz 
wrote of that moment in moving 
terms: 'So there we were, stand- 
ing in front of the engine as if it 
were a great mystery ... my heart 
was pounding. I turned the crank 
._ the engine started to go put- 
put-put, and the music of the 
future sounded ... If sorrow had 
been our companion on the way 
over there, joy walked beside us 
on the way back ... Suddenly the 
bells started to ring — New 
Year's Eve bells. We felt they 
were not only ringing in a new 
year, but a new era for us ...' 

Court photographer Emil 
Buhler saw Benz’s machine — 
and immediately lent funds for 
development, giving the penni- 
less couple a brief breathing 
space. But after three months of 
altercation Benz resigned from 
the newly formed company. Now 
fundless again and with four chil- 
dren, Benz doggedly went back 
to his engine development. By 


The Daimler motor carriage 

1863 he had set up business 
once again — Benz et Cie — to 
build combustion engines to the 
design of Karl Benz' as the com- 
pany articles stated. 

Benz, with partners Rose and 
Esslinger, made engines to the 
Benz pattern for static uses, but 
Karl was still preoccupied with 
making a motor vehicle driven by 
his own engine, an aim which 
was not shared by his col- 
leagues. ’When the company is 
making enough profit, then we 
can think about taking a jump 
into the future' argued the part- 
ners who held the pursestrings. 

Unlike Daimler, Benz was con- 
cerned only with a motored road 
vehicle. His engine was an integ- 
ral part of a complete design that 
was new from tiller to tyres. His 
designs were formalised in Ger- 
man Patent No. 37435 of 29 
January 1886, but the car was 
built and running during late 
1885. Meanwhile Benz was im- 
proving the ignition, the carbure- 
tion and throttle control, until in 



Lada, Niva 
consolidate 
services 
in Jordan 

The Lada Trading Company, 
agents for Lada and Niva cars, 
was established in Amman in 
1979 and its headquarters are 
located in the Abdali district 

Since its establishment here 
the Lada Trading Company has 
beer, giving increasing care and 
attention to car servicing opera- 
tions, providing auto spare parts 
and auto maintenance services. 

The Lada Trading Company 
has established a spacious 
maintenance centre supplied 
with all modem technical testing 
equipment and operating under 
the supervision of a resident ex- 
port from the manufacturing 
company. 

Adjacent to the maintenance 
workshop are warehouses full of 
auto spare parts for Lada vehi- 
cles. 

The Lada Trading Company 
markets several types of its cars 
m Jordan, including the 1500 cc 
Lada sedan, and the 1500 cc 
Lada station and the Niva (4x24). 
Recently, the company imported 
the new Lada Samara with new 
specifications and attractive 
body. It has a 1300 cc front 
drive, five gear engine and is 
sold at JD 2900 (cash). 

The cost of the other Lada cars 
range between JO 2850 and JD 
2950 (cash), except for the air 
conditioned Lada-Niva (4x24) 
which is sold at JO 35 00 (cash 
price). 


LADA SAMARA 
1987 

SAMARA (biqNEdiw COOPERATION 

wrrh poRchc engineers 

1300 C.C. 

5Speed 
4Cylender 
Front wheel drive 
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Lada Trading Ca 


, Abddi Tel. 624052_625217 


July 1886 he held a public de- 
monstration of the car. 

The water-cooled cast-iron 
single-cylinder engine with hori- 
zontal flywheel developed about 
0.8 hp at 400 rpm — an extreme- 
ly high rate of rotation for any 
power-machine of the day. The 
car (short for carriage) had a 
lone front wheel which coped 
well enough with the steering for 
several years, until Benz solved 
the geometric problems associ- 
ated with steering two front 
wheels. 

Benz had overcome the hazar- 
dous ignition problem with 'a 
Ruhmkorff trembler coil with a 
buzzer interrupter, 1 a spark plug 
(made by himself) and a chro- 
mic-acid battery, a far more 
sophisticated system than Daim- 
ler's uncertain hot-tube ignition. 
The steel-framed three-wheelers 
top speed was about 9 mph, and 
its local-journey reliability was 
good. 

The world's first long-distance 
motoring ‘joyride’ reads like 
something from a Disney story — 
almost too good to be true — 
and for many years was doubted 
as historic fact for this reason. 

However, research has con- 
firmed that Bertha Benz and two 
of her children. Richard and 
Eugen. did indeed prove the car 
in no small way one Sunday in- 
1888. They had. by then, often 
. been out for an evening spin 
along the road from Mannheim to 
Weinheim — about 6 kilometres 
(4 miles) but had never tested 
the car over a longer route. 

Secretly mother and sons set 


Srste and grossfa Speeial-fabrik der Welt fur TRotor- Wagen. 


Patent -MoforWagen „Benz“ 







Patent! rt in Deutschland, sowie in alien anderen 
Industrie-Staaten der Welt. 
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The first advertisement for 
Karl Benz’s Patent Motor 
Wagen, dated 1888. Selling at 
2800 marks this machine, we 


are told In the ad, runs on 
paraffin, petrol, or naptha, 
and ‘is an agreeable vehicle as 
well as a mountain-climber.’ 


oft early, while father Benz was 
away, and headed for the neigh- 
bouring town of Pforzheim. Their 
journey had its problems: reple- 
nishing water, finding an 
apothecary for petroleum .fuel, 
pushing the car up the htfls of the 
region, persuading a cobbler to 


make a new leather brakeblock, 
using Frau Benz's garter as a 
replacement rubber insulator. All 
were overcome and they sighted 
the lights of Pforzheim at dusk. 
They had travelled about 100 km 
(60 miles), the first-ever long- 
distance day-trip in a motor car. 


Curiously this epic journey was 
never reported in the German 
press, although today it is recog- 
nised as a historic watershed in 
the chronicle of the automobile 
— Reprinted from the History of 
the Motor Car (Optimum Books, 
1984). 
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Beneath Cressida elegance 

lies total balance that can come only from advanced engineering. 
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TOYOTA 

■THE CAR THAT SELLS ITSELF “ 

ISMAIL BILBEISI & CO. 


• King Hussein st. lei. 63SKJ3/4 . 622ST5 - o Universal Auto Centre . Tel. 847H3 
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Hungary beats Cyprus 1-0 
in European soccer match 


Tottenham downs Arsenal 
in 1st match of cup semis 


NICOSIA (R) — Hungary beat Cyprus 1-0 with a lenged _^f tri PP ed Peter Hanni 

goal early in the second half to win the team’s first the pena 

points in a European Soccer Championship shot into the crossbar. 
Group Five tie here Sunday. Both teams played dull footb 

in the first half. 

It was a day of firsts for new Boda collected the errant ball 
Hungarian manager-coach Jozef and scored with a stunning 40-45 In the second half, Hungar 

Verebes, making his national de- yard drive low into the back of skilled teamwork came togeth 

but with a virtually new team still the Cypriot net. but Cypras continued to be du 

smarting from a shaky start to the Hungary had lost its only other It made none of its defensr 

current championship. main chance to score four mi- sallies into enemy territory whi 

Istavan Boda shot home the nutes before halftime. Cypriot has often made it a dangero 

spectacular solitary goal in a keeper Andreas Charitou, chal- adversary, 

game which generally reflected .. . 

Cypriot Group Five Standings 

Boda's chance came four mi- P W D L GF GA Pfe 

nutes into the second half when Greece 4 3 0 1 10 6 6 

Cypriot back George Lemesios, Netherlands 3 2 1 0 3 0 5 

earning his first national cap, Poland 2 110 2 13 

bungled a defensive clearance Hungary 3 1 0 2 2 3 2 

under Hungarian boots. Cyprus 4 0 0 4 3 10 0 


England downs Australia in World Cup 


lenged and tripped Peter Hannick 
on a goal run. 

Hannick booted the penalty 
shot into the crossbar. 

Both teams played dull football 
in the first half. 

In the second half, Hungary's 
skilled teamwork came together 
but Cyprus continued to be dull. 
It made none of its defensive 
sallies into enemy territory which 
has often made it a dangerous 
adversary. 


Group Five Standings 


GF GA Pts 


LONDON (AP) — Chve Allen's 
34th goal of the season gave 
Tottenham Hotspur a 1-0 first leg 
advantage over its north London 
soccer rival Arsenal in the semi- 
final of the Littlewoods Chal- 
lenge Cup Sunday. 

Allen's 39th minute strike, 
against one of his former dubs, 
made it a miserable weekend for 
Arsenal, which surrendered its 
unbeaten home record the day 
after losing the English First Divi- 
sion leadership to Everton. 

In a highly-charged atmos- 
phere before 41,306 fens at High- 
bury, Tottenham looked the 
more composed side and created 
the better chances, although 
Arsenal’s Perry Groves hit the 
post in the second half. 

Glenn hoddle, Tottenham’s 
stylish midfielder, twice shaved 


the Arsenal goalposts with long 
range shots, mid Allen missed an 
easy chance only seconds after 
W agging the only goal of the 
game. 

The winning strike was a typic- 
al piece of Allen opportunism 
after Arsenal felled to dear a 
comer. Goalkeeper John LuJric 
made a fine stop from Gary Mab- 
butt’s dose range shot, but the 
ball bobbed up to Allen, who 
headed it home. 

Without the suspended Viv 
Anderson and David Rocastle, 
Arsenal looked unsure in defence 
and disjointed in midfield. Its 
reshaped side failed to crack a 
well-organised Tottenham de- 
fence and whenever Arsenal tried 
to bombard the visitor’s goal with 
high crosses, goalkeeper Ray Oe- 
mence was secure in his handl in g. 


MELBOURNE. Australia (AP) 
— England went one up in the 
best-of-three World Series Cup 
finals with an effortless win over 
Australia at the Melbourne 


PASSPORT LOST 

I --am ‘Moh'd Mostafa Kamal 
Shamsul Haque' bearer of 
Bangladeshi passport No. E 
919574, issued at Dhaka on 
3/6/1984. I announce that I 
have lost the above men- 
tioned passport two days ago 
during a journey from Amman 
to Zarka. 

If anyone finds it pis. call: 
656700 


Cricket Ground here Sunday. 

Australia was restricted to 8- 
171 in a match which was reduced 
to 44 overs because the first hour 
was lost due to bad weather. 

But England needed only 36 
overs to reach the target with the 
loss of only four wickets. 

The highlight of the day was a 
whirlwind knock of 71 from Ian 
Botham who opened for Eng- 
land. His runs came in 61 minutes 
and off only 52 balls and indnded 
11 fours and one six. 

England won the toss and sent 
Australia into bat and won an 
immediate breakthrough when 
Tim Zoehrer edged Graham Dfl- 
ley to Mike Gatting at first slip 
for a duck. 

Marsh went the next over in 
exactly the same fashion to the 


FOR RENT 

First floor apartment with 2 bedrooms (living, dining and salon 
L-shape without partitions} all wall to wall carpet. Separate 
private heating, elevator, garage. Telephone line available. 
Location: Urn Uthaina. east of Amra Hotel. 

For information call: 621328, 635896, Amman 


TO LET IN SHMEISANI 

A spacious 1st floor apartment with a surrounding 
garden is available for rent. The flat consists of three 
bedrooms, one of which is a master, three bathrooms, a 
large living area, kitchen etc. Central heating and a 
telephone line are available. 

Interested tenants may call: 670473 daily be- 
tween 10-1.00 p.m. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT AND CAR FOR 
SALE 

Deluxe apartment comprising 3 bedrooms, 1 dining room, 1 
sitting room and 1 living room. 3 bathrooms, maid's room and 
separate central heating. 

Location: between the 4th and 5th Circles. 

Car for sale: 1983 PONY 1400 GLS, air-conditioned. 12,500 
km, duty UNPAID.’ 

Please contact tel. 677181, ext 216 between 8:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. 


SECTION I. INVITATION FOR BIDS 
(IFB) 

Loan No.: 2694 JO 
IFB No.: 5/87/SP 

1 . The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
has received a loan from the Worid Bank in various currencies 
towards the cost of the Water and Sewerage Project and it is 
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contracts for the purchase of 
submersible pumps. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the supply of 99 submersible pumps ranging in 
capacity 10 cubic metres per hour to 500 cubic metres per 

-hour. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from and inspect the documents at the office of the President of 
the Water Authority, Nablus Street. Jabal Hussein, P.O. Box 
2412. Amman. Jordan. Telephone 666111. Telex 22439 JO. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any eligible bidder on submission of a written application to the 
above and the payment of a non-refundable fee of JD 100. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security in Jordanian 
dinars equivalent to 2.5 per cent of the bid price and must be 
delivered to the above office not later than 1200 hours, Jordan 
local time, on 2B March 1987. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


bowling of Phillip Defreitas. 

But skipper Allan Border and 
local hero Dean Jones revived 
Australia's hopes with a third 
wicket stand of 103 before Border 
went for 42 caugbt behind off the 
bowling of Neil Foster. 

Jo»:es was joined by Greg 
Ritchie, who scored 13 before he 
was ran out. then Steve Wangfa 
who made one before lofting a 
catch off spinner John Emburey. 

Jones had scored 67 when be 
was bowled by Defreitas and with | 
bis dismissal went Australia’s 
hopes of a large total. 

Botham was in classic form as 
he hit Australia's limp attack all 
around the ground. 

Opening bowlers Simon Davis 
and Simon O'Donnell were so 
badly mauled by Botham that 
their four overs early in the in- 
nings were all they were 
accorded. 

With the dismissal of Botham 
the England batting lost much of 
its sting although David Gower 
showed his class with 45 runs off 
47 balls. 

The not out batsmen were 
Allan Lamb on 15 and Mike 
Gatting three as England reached 
its target and went one up in the 
series. 

The second final will be played 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground on 
Wednesday. - . 


Kasparov, Short team up 
for ‘speed chess’ match 

LONDON (AP) — It's fast-paced, ov, a 23-year-old Soviet citizen. 
It’s glamorous. It’s “speed chess” “This is just the beginning of a 


LONDON (AP) — It’s fast-paced. 
It's glamorous. It’s “speed chess” 
— a six-part, video tpaed chal- 
lenge match with world dress 
champion Gany Kasparov and 
British grandmaster Nigel Short 
playing at more than five times 
normal speed. 

Kasparov and 21 -year-old 
Short, dressed in natty dinner 
jackets, played chess before the 
cameras this week in London's 
glittering Hippodrome Discothe- 
que. The videotaped match is to 
be broadcast at a later date, as yet 
unannounced, and the audience 
was asked not to reveal the out- 
come. 

Promoters hope the speed chal- 
lenge match, concluded Thurs- 
day. will gain a wider audience 
for the cerebral board game with 
the staid image. 

Before each game, the audi- 
ence was treated to a laser show 
at the discotheque in Leicester 
Square, the heart of the West 
End movie and theatre-land!. 

The chess players' moves were 
automatically transmitted by sen- 
sors in die board onto a giant 
screen that, after dark, is used to 
show rock videos. 

“Of course, this event was a 
great idea, which will help to get 
chess noticed and understood by 
a wider audience,” said Kaspar- 


WANTED 

Al-Morouge private school needs an English 
teacher (native speaker) for elementary classes. 

Please call: 811077, 675309 


FURNISHED APTS. FOR RENT 

1. Complete first floor flat consisting of master and two other 
bedrooms, salon, dining and living rooms with separate 
telephone. 

2. Apartment with two bedrooms, salon and dining hall. 

Both flats centrally heated. 

Located in Shmeisani, behind Barq Supermarket 

Please call: 664973 or 777563 


JEPCk 


THE ECONOMIC PRESS CO. 

Your fust friendly printer 

Business and Invitation cards, letterheads, 
invoices, adhesive labels, envelopes, 
carbonless forms, hole punching, binding 
and hot foil stamping. 

Coloured company reports, brochures, 
advertising leaflets, magazines and 
newsletters. 

Computer typesetting. 

For a complete printing service. . .call 

623278 or 637804 

King Hussein Street P.O.Box 6511 Amman 


long road with many similar 
events to show people the ele- 
ment of pure straggle in chess,” 
be said. 

The playeis had only 25 mi- 
nutes apiece for all their moves, 
compared with the five hours 
allotted for the first 40 moves in 
regular international matches. In 
addition, digital readouts of the 
minutes and seconds each player 
had remaining to finish the game 
added to the intensity of the play. 

The six 30-minute programmes 
were made by London's Thames 
television. 

“I think we achieved the right 
balance with quick games, the 
electronic 'display and interviews 
with the players before and after 
each game,” said producer 
Michael Feldman. 

He said late night coverage of 
Kasparov’s World Championship 
match with fellow Soviet Anatoly 
Karpov last summer achieved 
four times the regular midnight 
viewers. 

The British Broadcasting Corp. 
has shown programmes on chess, 
but with a slower-moving format. 
Feldman says the next move 
could be speed tournaments 
broadcast live. 

. Kasparov has captured the im- 
agination of audiences around die 
worid with his aggressive play and 
outspoken manner. Flamboyant 
and extroverted, he spent part of 
the news conference before the 
speed challenge match dodging 
questions from a pop music 
magazine about his sex life. 


Curry knocks out 
Montgomery to 
win U.S. title 

LAS VEGAS (R) — Donald 
Curry knocked down fellow 
American Tony Montgomery 
three times before winning by 
disqualification at 229 of the fifth 
round to capture the vacant Un- 
ited States Boxing Association 
j unio r middleweight cham- 

pionship. 

Curry, in his first fight since 
irking the work! welterweight ti- 
tle to Britain's Lloyd Honeygtan 
in September, moved up in 
weight classification for this bout. 

The former welterweight 

champion completely dominated 
fee fight and appeared ready to 
finish off Montgomery in the fifth 
when Montgomery was distgual- 
ified by referee James Mohnell 
after head butting Curry m tire 
face. 

Montgomery had been warned 
twice about head butting earlier 
in the fight and had two points 
deducted for the illegal tactic. 

But the disqualification just 
hurried the inevitable as Cuny 
was in control from the begin- 
ning. 

He knocked down Montgom- 
ery with blows to the head in the 
second and twice in the fourth. 
By the fifth round, Montgomery 
looked like a tired, beaten fighter 
who could not hold off the stron- 
ger Curry. 

Cuny now has a record of 26-1 
with 20 knockouts while Mont- 
gomery is 17-1 with 10 knockouts. 


Japan’s Taniguchi 
wins Tokyo 
Marathon. 

TOKYO (R) — japan’s Hiromi 
Taniguchi staged an upset by win- 
ning the Tokyo Marathon in two 
hours 10 minutes 06 seconds here 
Sunday. 

Taniguchi, who won the Beppu 
Marathon two years ago in his 
first outing, beat foreign and 
Japanese favourites, including 
fellow-countryman and Asian 
Games winner Takeyuld 
Nakayama, who came in second 
m 2:1033. 

Pre-race favourites Abebe 
Mekonnen of Ethiopia finished 
third in 2:11:54. But Ahmed 
Salah of Djibouti, winner of the 
1985 World Cup marathon; gave 
up at about the 25-k.m point. 

“I was in good condition. I'm 
happy to win the race. But I 
-wanted to cut two hours 10 mi- 
nutes Tamguchi> said,— ■ - - 

It wasthe second win .in five 
marathon races for the 26-year- 
old man from Kyushu, southwest- 
ern Japan. But be failed to im- 
prove his previous best of 2:10:1, 
which he achieved when he 
placed second in the Fnkuoka 
Marathon in 1985. 


India-Pakistan cricket 
test ends in draw 


FOR RENT FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

Large new apartment super deluxe, with telephone, telex 
and separate centra) heating, two main entrances, 
veranda for kitchen with gardens and fountain. 
Suitable for Apartment - Office. 

Tel: 672241 


FOR SALE... : 

Aflat and furniture in excellent 
condition 

Complete dining mom set of bamboo. Swedish style salon set. black bamboo 
taW es. 20 cubic feet American refrigerator CFaJcon), American electric cooking 
stove (Chef), bunk beds, chandeliers, 20 Inch seven-system television (Sharp), 
wan to wan carpet and other ornaments. The flat lor sale is 120 square metres In 
area. 

Call at Ufa site, entrance to the Middle East Hotel and the Income 
Tax Department, street branching out from Wadi Saqra street at the 
traffic lights next to Al Htyari nursery, above Sham ran Salon (ladies 
h ai r d re ss er). 

Offer lor sale Is for seven days. 


POSITION OPENING _ 

FINANCIAL ANALYST 

A diplomatic mission in Amman is seeking a Financial 
Analyst. The incumbent will perform financial analy- 
ses, audits and reviews of financial and management 
systems of public and governmental organisations. 

Applicant must be Jordanian and have a degree in 
Accounting/Business Administration. Master's de- 
gree and experience in a public accounting firm is 
desirable. Strong English skills (writing and speaking) 
are mandatory- Salary and grade range is com- 
mensurate with qualifications and experience. In- 
terested applicants should submit application and 
recent bio data with salary history to the: 

The Controller 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman , Jordan 

Deadline for submission is February 15. 1987. 
Top candidates will be called for personal 
Interviews. 


MADRAS, India (AP) — Pakis- 
tan scored 182 for three in its 
second innings Sunday to force a 
draw in the first cricket test 
against India here. 

India’s spinners failed to strike 
on a fifth-day wicket which 
assisted little turn, and Pakistan 
easily played out time after losing 
two quick wickets. ■ 

India, 40 ahead on tire first 
inning s declared at its overnight 
score of 527 for nine and met with 
immediate success when make- 
shift opener Rameez Raja was 
dismissed in the day's fourth 
over, by Rajn Kulkami. 

First innings century maker 
Shoaib Mohammed and tbe se- 
date Rizwan Uz Zairian added 53 
for tire second wicket, but India 
kept the pressure on getting rid of 
Shoaib, 45, in the last over before 
lunch. 

laved Miandad, 54, and Riz- 
wan Uz Zaman, 54 not out, took 
Pakistan to safety with a 90-run 
third wicket partnership in 132 
minutes, countering the spin with 


excessive pad pi ay. 

The match was called off after 
tire 10th mandatory over, bowled - 
by Sunil Gavaskar who detiehted 
the sparsely populated stands in* 
personating Abdul Qadir’s bowl* 
mg action.* 

The traditional rivals now 
move to Calcutta for the second 
test of tiie five-match series, be- 
ginning Wednesday. 

Rival captains Kapil Dev and 
Imran Khan expressed surprise at 
the behaviour of the Cbepaak* 
wicket here, which eased oat 
after assisting spin on the first 
day: 

A total of ' 1 ,014 rants was 
-scored in the first two innings for 
the loss of 18 wickets and 19 shoes 
were struck on the mystcrioas 
wicket, wtndi was expected to 

deteriorate as the game prog- 
ressed. 

“We had a- chance when we 
took two early wickets Suaday 
morning, bur our spinners were 
unable to extract turn later on,” 
said Kapil Dev. 


Noah takes Lyon tennis tourney 


LYON, France (AP) — Top- 
seeded Yannick Noah of Francs 
defeated Sweden's second-seeded 
Joakim Nystrom Sunday in the 
final of the $174,000 Lyon Grand 
Prix men's tennis tournament. 

Noah, 26, won 6-4, 7-5, in a 
match that lasted 75 minutes to 
receive a first prize of $30,000 
and 150 Grand Prix points. 

Nystrom, 23, started tire match 
strongly by breaking Noah's ser- 
vice in the second game. But 
Noah broke Nystrom ’s serve in 
both the 3rd and 5th games to win 
the first set 6-4. 

In the second set, everything 
went with serve until Noah broke 
to love in the 11th game to lead 


6-5. Serving for tire match, Noah 
delivered his 13th ace at 30-30 for 
match point. He put away an .easy 
forehand smash after a well-* 
placed service to win the title. 

Noah, ranked no. 5 in the 
worid. had not beaten Nystiom, 
ranked two places lower, since 
the Stockholm tournament in 
1981. 

“I tried to change tactics,” said 
Noah after the match, ‘The. first 
three times we played, I tried to 
attack too much, although that's 
my game. Today I tried to be a 
big more patient, play the fore- 
hand more than the backhand, 
and it worked.” 


Woerndl wins 1st German 
gold at ski championship 


CRANS-MONTANA, Switzer- 
land (AP) — Frank Woerndl, a 
veteran skier with nothing better 
than a fifth place on his record, 
upset a star-studded field Sunday 
to give West Germany its first 
men’s slalom gold medal ever at 
the Alpine Ski World Cham- 
pionships. 

The final event of the 10-race 
tguraament. left Woerndl ,and 
Lox^bourg’s Marc Gixanldelti'.as 
the only non-Swiss winners. 
Giraidelli won the men’s com- 
bine and finished fourth. in the 
slalom, barely missmg his fourth 
medal of the meet 

Woerndl punched tire air in joy 
as he crossed the finish line in 
54.03 seconds for a two-run total 
of one minute, 54.63 seconds. 

The silver medal went to Au- 
stria’s Guenther Mader at 
1:54.82, with another West Ger- 


man, first-run leader Annin Bitt- 
ner at 1:55.03, edging Giraidelli 
for the bronze by .08 seconds. 

Ingemar Stenmark of Sweden,**' 
the most successful slalom racer 
in history and a two-time worid 
champion in tire event, was fifth 
at 1:55.60. 

Felix McGrath of the United 
States finished 10th, at 1:56.29. 

That left tfre United States with 
just one medal; a bronze in tire 
women’s combined, by Tamara 
McKinney. It was the wont 
World Championship showing for 
the Americans since they were 
shutout in 1978 and followed a 
U.S. haul of four medals, includ- 
ing one gold, at the last cham- 
pionships two years ago. 

Switzerland won a record eight 
gold medals on its home ground 
but in the finale it did not do so 
well. 


BIG BARGAIN 

Top quality office furniture. Fitted carpets, wall-paper 
and vertical blinds and curtains. Good service. 

For more details pis. contact: 

Al Nadwah International Trading Co. 
Phone: 604777, Tlx: 23777 NTC, Amman 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Jabal Amman, Third Circle, opposite Jordan Water 
Authority. 

The bldg, consists of two floors, basement and 1st floor 
totalling 600 square mefies. With big garage, central heating 
and garden. The building is suitable for embassy residence or 
for commercial companies. 

Foe more details pis contact tel. nos. 639296 - 622608 


Have a sunny weekend at 

Aqaba 

Accommodation half board 

Round Trip Ah- Ticket Amman/Aqaba/Amman 

Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 

3 Days and 2 Nights JD 36.000 Per Person 

( With possibility of extension ) 


ABAHA 


m 


Fw raMnaUom and Information r* » »t cafl- 
ABAHA TOUR'S A TRAVEL H 

__ . Tti: 663100 Ekl nog 

Royal service at realMte r 


Cinema 
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Tel: 677420 Y f Cinema 
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fCinema Tel: 675573* 
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Weekly Financial Report 


.By Fooad Batshon 


The following report summa- 
rises trading activities in Am- 
man of major European and 
Arab currencies as well as 
gold prices. The writer is a 
foreign exchange dealer at the 
Arab Finance Corporation 
(merged with Halim Salfiti 
and Sons Co.). 

AMMAN — Last week the 
U.S. dollar opened strong and 
moved higher to reach 0.342 
fils on the JD. The correction 
that led the dollar to move 
higher from 0.3300 fils to 
0.342 fils was mainly due to 
short covering on the dollar 
from the international dealers 
and to the better U.S. econo- 
mic figures that were released 
last week that was in favour of 
the dollar. 

In the local market dealers 
were ready for this correction. 
Banks and financial com- 
panies covered their short 
positions on the dollar early 
last week. 

Charts indicate tht the dol- 
lar could move a little higher 
in the beginning of this week 
but by the mid week, it will 
drop back to test the low 
levels it tested before. The 
expected ranges for this week 
are 0.335 to 0.348 fils. 

Trading in European 
currencies 

The pound sterling fell low- 
er testing its support level at 
0.5080 fils. The strength of die 
dollar and the lower North 
Sea oil prices were the main 
reasons behind the drop in the 
sterling. It traded between 
0.5080 to 0.520 fils. The 
D.M., S.F. moved lower, slip- 


ping to their support levels on 
the news of the American 
economic figures. The D.M. 
traded between 0.175 to 0.182 
fils, the S.F. between 0.2080 
to 0.219 fils. 

Trading in the world metals 

Due to the strong dollar and 
to die tension in the Middle 
East, gold moved a little lower 
but did not break its support 
level around the $397 an 
ounce. Fundamental reasons 
were behihd keeping the gold, 
silver and platinum prices 
above their support levels. 

Gold traded between $397 
an ounce and $406 an ounce. 
Charts indicate that gold 
should be bought around the 
areas of $395- $398 an ounce 
and sold around $404 to $409 
an ounce. 

Trading in Arab currencies 

The Lebanese lira (L.L.) 
scored new lows against the 
dollar and the JD because of 
the bad political and economic 
situation persisting in the 
Lebanon. It traded between 
290 - 250 L.LMD. 

The Syrian lira traded be- 
tween 73-65 SX./TD. The 
Kuwaiti dinar traded between 
1.2180 to 1.2250 on the JD. 
The Saudi riyal traded be-' 
tween 0.091 - 0.095 fils. The 
Egyptian pound traded be- 
tween 0.1780 - 0.1800 fils and 
the Iraqi dinar between 0.2650 
- 0.270 fils. 

Gold prices in Amman , based 
on the daily bulletin provided 
by the Jordan Jewelety Store, 
are as follows. 

Gold per gramme 21 carats JD 
3.450/3.650 

Gold per gramme 18 carats JD 
3.250G.450 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEB. 9 , 1997 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Daytime changes jwhere 
home, family and property interests are concerned can 
be replaced by a r-alm and successful evening. Go along 
with any plans for revision. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Outside affairs and home 
matters could be conflicting if you do not plan your time 
wisely. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You may find it difficnlt 
to make your plan of action work properly. Others won’t 
accept your ideas now.' ' 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) New situations must 
develop before you can handle your practical affairs. 
Listen to advice from experts. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) A new con- 
tact tries to force you Into a plan that will benefit only 
him, or her, so be careful. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Some problematical affair 
seems to be getting worse, but keep applying yourself 
and you solve things. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Think of the friends who 
can assist you in gaining aims, but contact fch«m tonight 
for best results. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) You need to use more care 
in outside career affairs. Try not to force your public 
ideas now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 22) Avoid getting into new 
interests today. Be very discriminating and steer clear 
of fast talkers. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You may find 
it difficult to keep any promises you have made, but 
persevere and all goes welL 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be more objective 
and avoid an overly emotional person who could upset 
you today. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Keep plugging away 
at your activities even though you have to contend with 
some tension. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your talents are not 
working very wed today, but later you find romance and 
recreation very rewarding. 


THE Daily Crossword * Jeann Wteon 


ACROSS 
1 Fedora wad 
CtOClM 

StTaekmg 


BOm-Oners 
13 Matbfe 

15 Broadcasts 

16 NX-'a Ftfpa 

17 Lazar 

16 Lyric poms 

19 Grassy land 

20 One asset at 
tbe beach 

22 Thievery 
24 Repast 

26 Woody's aon 

27 Goad 
30 Jolt 

32 Honcho 
38 Young salmon 

37 MohKflif 

38 Ocean: afator. 
40 Hide way 

42 Tool far 
hohflng a gam 

43 Conductor 
Georg 

45 Cun* 

46 Sprfag hoSday 
40 Left buffiedty 
50 Kgoaa with 

52 HR sign 

53 "Jana — " 
SiCtmauKfir 

fUff 

56 Winged 
SB Conan thickly 

62 MHricuMa 

66 Spate 

67 Ajptufeet 



*1967 Tam MsdS Santas*. Sic. 
AS Riptt RSHSWti 


69 Andrea — 

70 Organic 


71— cotoda 
n Abadan naSua 
73 Puppy somd 
748ep*oWe 

rer 


DOWN 

1 

2 US 


4 Trunks or 
dams 

5 — Panto 

6 Gives 

7 Garbo 
6 Avows 

9 Fast pace 
igjal- 

11 Fancy dfl»* 

12 Caroled 
14 PS. port 

21 RanTs apouaa 
23 &ffiw drug 
25 Appfea gratae 

27 Out ol aorta 

28 Hartman to 
-WWWgftt 
Cowboy" 

2» Taka hoW 
31 Mob scenes 
33 Haag around 
34PtayMsea 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Strived: 


ranninn nnnn rannn 
nnnsin nrann mnnn 
fjnnnnranman nnnn 
nras nnnn nnnni 
nnnra □nnnirmn 
non nonciniPira 
wiran nnnnnnnB 
mnan rannnn nrnnn 
mnfinrmnra nnms 
nnnncinn rpihr 
rannnnrvi nfinn 
ofinff raring nnR 
nnnn nnnnrtsaonn 
nnnn nnnn nnmnn 
nnnn rmnn nnnnn 


Palm ar Fran* 35Uaatbaimal 


SJtobany b*k 


36 *Mlda- a.g. 

41Cnt 


44 “A Comedy — * 

47 Stab 

48 Part 

51 Squabble 

56 Tennessee — 
Ford 

57 "The Xing 

58 Vfcrim 


SB Me Anderson 

60 Above 

61 Unit 0 ( sound 

63 Nuncupative 

64 Queoa 

65 "The best- 


68 Jack Of duba 


Internal public 
debt in Jordan 
totals JD 478m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s oat- 
standing internal public debt 
totalled JD 477.9 million at the 
end of November 1986 according 
to the monthly statistical bulletin 
issued by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ). 

The amount was spread over 
five sections, but the highest fi- 
gure appeared as advances which, 
classified as ordinary, extraordin- 
ary and “against profits”, totalled 
JD 198.8 million. 

No clarification was given for 
the sum of JD 15 million, ex- 
tended under “advance against 
profits,” although the figure was 
unchanged from the amount that 
- first showed in 1985 when it was 
also amortised before the year 
ended. 

The ordinary advance, 
amounting to JD 124.5 million, 
and the extraordinary advance, 
amounting to JD 59.3 milli on 
were record outstanding ba- 
lances. 

The section of treasury bills 
ranked second in volume with a 
JD 118 million total of which JD 
117.1 million showed on the ba- 
lance sheets of commercial 
banks. The remainder of the sum 
was held (financed) by other'un- 
spedfied sources. 

Government bonds secured JD 
117 million bat the holdings of 
the commercial banks amounted 
only to JD 513 million. 

The CBJ portfolio stood at JD 
24.3 miliion, while JD 41.4 mil- 
lion of bonds were covered by 
“other” holders. 

Bonds of public corporations 
(government or semi-government 
organisations) drew JD 23.2 mil- 
lion of financing , mainly from 
commercial banks for JD 19.8 
miliion. “Other” institutions and 
the CBJ bought bonds for JD 2.4 
million and JD 0.9 million respec- 
tively. 

The commerrial hanks were 
the sole buyers of treasury bonds 
which were issued for die first 
time last year. The amount that 
the banks disbursed against the 
bonds totalled JD 21 million. 

Sale of British 
Airways shares 
attracts millions 

LONDON (R) — . The British 
Airways shard offer was 10 times 
oversubscribed, the - government 
said Saturday night. “The sale of 
British Airways shares has been a 
resounding success,” Transport 
Secretary John Moore said fol- 
lowing the closure of the offer. 
There were applications for 7.8 
billion shares although only 720.2 
million were on offer. As a result, 
the number of shares originally 
earmarked for major financial 
institutions and overseas inves- 
tors will be scaled down to give 
the British public a larger portion 
of the issue. Trading in the 
shares, priced at £1.25 ($1.90), is 
due to begin on Wednesday. The 
£900 million ($135 billion) sale of 
the state-owned airline to the 
private sector is die latest in a 
series of denationalisations by 
Conservative Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 


Debt crisis turns banks to securities 


LONDON (R) — Burned by the Third World debt 
crisis, the banks are quietly diversifying away from 
banking. 


Banking, that is, as most peo- 
ple undemand it, in the tradition- 
al sense of taking your money and 
making loans with it. 

Instead, they are pouring bil- 
lions of dollars into securities — 
bonds and shares — in a discreet 
revolution with far-reaching im- 
plications for global finance. 

“It seems that banks are in the 
bond baying business nowadays. 
They surely don't seem interested 
in lending money any more,” said 
a London banker who has recent- 
ly transferred to a bonds desk 
from one that handl es Latin 
American debt. 

For the banks and their share- 


holders and depositors, securities 
seem a safer bet than loans. They 
can be traded in the market, so 
the bank can quickly bail out of a 
bad risk. 

The trend does not mean that 
small borrowers will find that the 
bank manager turns them away, 
unless, at some future date 
perhaps, a present boom in con- 
sumer borrowing in Western eco- 
nomies is followed by a floodtide 
of debt. 

But for larger enterprises, with 
annual revenues above $100 mil- 
lion, and for nation-states, bank 
loans are hard to get. The press- 
ure is on for these players to raise 


money by issuing bonds or, in the 
case of companies, to offer 
shares. 

It is tough on an already debt- 
laden Third World. 

The move to securities, bank- 
ers say, is one reason why trading 
volume in the once obscure Euro- 
bond market — which deals in 
bonds issued in currencies outside 
their country of origin- — rose to 
more than $2,500 billion last 
year. 

Foreign purchases of U.S. 
treasury securities soared, too. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) says that the 
volume of international medium 
and long-term borrowing rose 11 
per cent last year to $317 billion. 
But bank loans fell three per cent 
to $58 billions. Financing through 


international issues of bonds 
meanwhile rose to $226 billion, 
up 35 per cent from 1985. 

Some bankers doubt this he- 
ated pace can be maintained, but 
add that much of the slack may be 
taken up by commercial paper — 
short-term debt instruments 
issued by companies or banks 
who want to raise money. 

The volume of new Euromar- 
ket commercial paper last year 
climbed to $60 billion from $9 
billion in 1985. 

The attraction of commercial 
paper is not only that it is trade- 
able, but that its short life — 
never more than a year — also 
reduces banks' risk. 

Short-term lending, through 
the interbank market, has also 
surged, with the latest statistics of 
the Bank for International Settle- 


ments (BIS) showing a $157 bil- 
lion rise in the third quarter of 
1986. 

These funds, flowing between 
banks, were largely used to fi- 
nance banks' own bond buying. 

“Banks are not really lending, 
but are financing each others’ 
securities purchases,” said a 
French banker “We can no lon- 
ger exploit the LDC's (less-de- 
veloped countries) and so we're 
trying to exploit each other.” 
He added that using short-term 
interbank funds to finance long- 
term assets like bonds “has his- 
torically always been a recipe for 
a market collapse.” 

The hazard is that interest rates 
can change to cause the cost of 
the repeated short-term borrow- 
ing to outpace returns on the 
long-term assets. 


Japanese likely to settle 
for record low pay rises 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese work- 
ers will pay for their new status as 
the world's highest earners by 
accepting their smallest ever 
wage rise this year, economists 
said. 

Faced with a growing threat of 
unemployment, they are likely to 
settle for an increase of around 
three to four per cent for the year 
starting in April, well below last 
year’s 43 and the previous record 
low of 4.4 per cent in 1983. 

The government expects con- 
sumer prices to rise only 1.6 per 
cent in 1987/88. 

Japan’s annual wage negotia- 
tions, or shunto, have just begun, 
with major unions setting their 
pay demands for next year. 

Economists said workers in 
major industries will be protected 
from outright pay cuts by Japan’s 
seniority system, which virtually 
guarantees employees wage in- 
creses as they get older. 

Mr. Chikara Ohkubo, manager 
of the research division at the 
Japan Federation of Employers’ 
Associations (Nikkeiren), esti- 
mates those seniority payments 
will translate into an average 
wage rise of 2.1 per cent in 
1987/88. 

Die strong yen takes both the 
credit for Japan's high salaries 
and the blame for industry's in- 
ability to afford a bigger increase. 

The yen’s 40 per cent rise 
against the dollar over the past 
two years has boosted the wages 
of workers here in dollar terms- 
above those of their counterparts 
in the U.S. and West Germany. 

At the same time, it has hit 
corporate profits, especially in 
the top manufacturing com- 
panies, as Japanese exports be- 
come more uncompetitive. 

“The Japanese economy faces 
a situation unlike any ever experi- 
enced,” said Mr. Msanori Yoko- 
date, manager of Nikkeiren’s in- 
ternational division. 

In a recent -report, the em- 


ployers' organisation warned that 
manufacturers would increasingly 
move production overseas unless 
workers accepted modest rises. 

Some workers have taken the 
Nikkeiren message to heart. The 
steel unions recently agreed not 
to press for rises above those 
guaranteed by their seniority sys- 
tem and instead are seeking three 
more paid holidays. 

Other unions used to be con- 
tent to let the steelmen set the 
pace in the annual wage talks 
because the industry was thriving 
and could afford ample increases. 

But because of the strong yen 
and increased competition from 
South Korea and other newly 
industrialised countries, Japanese 
steel firms will report large losses 
in 1986/87. 

The joint council of unions 
grouping private railway , electric- 
al power and other workers, has 
tried unsuccessfully to n*lr* the 
lead as the pace-setter in the 
talks. 

The Nikkeiren sought to pre- 
vent tbe council from taking over 
by arguing that its members work 
in government-regulated mono- 
polies, not the private sector. 

The robust service sector can- 
not provide much of a lead be- 
cause it is not highly unionised. 
Overall, union membership in 
Japan fell 75,000 in 1986 to 1234 
million, or 28.2 per cent of the 
workforce, compared with 1985*s 
JS.9 per cent. 

Die unions could not agree 
even on a minimum wage de- 
mand for the current shunto and 
decided to go their own ways for 
the first time in decades. 

Car workers want a five per 
cent increase, electricity com- 
panies 5.5 per cent and private 
railway workers 8.7. 

Those requests are likely to be 
cut back when wage talks begin in 
earnest at tbe plant level, Mr. 
Ohkubo said. 


Malawi devalues kwacha by 20% 

LILONGWE, Malawi (R) — Malawi devalued its currency, the 
kwacha, by 20 per cent Saturday against a basket of the world’s 
major currencies to which it is pegged, the Reserve (central) Bank 
announced. The devaluation was part of- toe Central African 
nation's efforts to ensure “competitiveness of Malawi’s exports on 
markets abroad.” Malawi devalued its currency by 10 per cent last 
August against toe U.S. dollar, tbe West German mark and the 
French franc, which are among toe currencies it is pegged to. 


Experts fear big bust for Big Bang 


LONDON (AP) — Some people 
in Britain's financial district are 
wondering if the Big Bang will 
turn into a big bust. 

In some quartets inside and 
outside of The Gty, London's 
financial district, optimism and 
pride over Britain's huge finan- 
cial deregulation have turned into 
fear and embarrassment. 

Although investors benefit 
from the increased competition 
Big Bang has brought — in the 
form of lower commission costs 
— stockbrokers’ profits and high- 
flying salaries are feeling the 
squeeze. 

Open hiring, open firing 

If and when the bull stock 
market turns bearish, some finan- 
cial companies are expected to go 
out of business.. Traders already 
are paying for toe new open 
hiring with open firing. 

Big Bang also has been marred 
by coincidental insider trading 
scandals and the resulting con- 
cerns that toe government hasn’t 
replaced toe old system with reg- 
ulations adequate to protect in- 
vestors from fraud. 

“There will be some blood on 
the floor, no doubt about it,” said 
Mr. Tony Barnes, managing 
director overseeing the Einopean 
financial services division of 
Korn-Feny International, an ex- 
ecutive recruitment firm. 

“The feeling that Tbe Gty 
could go on and on, that the 
merry-go-round would never 
come to a stop — that has come 
to the end. It’s happening quicker 
than- people thought.” 

Overall, The Gty*s reputation 
has suffered. When toe Institute 
of Directors, a business leaders’ 
group, recently asked 200 com- 
pany directors what they thought 
of The Gty’s image, 59 per cent 
said it was worse than before Big 
Bang. 

Opposition members in partia- 
ment increasingly have criticised 
toe Conservative government's 
handling of Gty affairs in well- 
publicised attacks. Critics say Bri- 
tain is focusing too much atten- 
tion on its service sector at the 
expense of its manufacturing in- 
dustries, some of them hard-hit. 

Under Big Bang, minimum 
commission rates were abolished, 
the distinction between brokers 
and jobbers — those who make 
markets in a stock — was ended. 


Peanuts 




Muttn’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



and foreign firms were allowed to 
become members of toe London 
Stock Exchange. 

In toe long run. Big Bang is 
supposed to make it easier and 
cheaper for companies to raise 

funds. 

The bulk of toe changes took 
effect on Oct. 27 and were in- 
tended to ensure London's place 
as a major financial centre m an 
increasingly global market. 

That appears to be working 
according to plan. The Economist 
magazine said monthly equity 
turnover on toe exchange rose 
from £11.7 billion ($17.55 billion) 
in September to £14.25 billion 
($21.4 billion) in December. 

But almost half of all trading in 
British equities now is free of 
co mmissi on. And on toe remain- 
ing trades, commissions have fal- 
len 40 per cent to 0.26 per cent, 
toe magazine said. It said it 
assumes that the average spread 
between toe best offer and bid 
price has fallen to one per cent 
from 1.58 per cent. 

Three months after Big Bang, 
few large financial firms ■are mak- 
ing money dealing in domestic 
equities, and many are losing a 
bundle, Tbe Economist r ep orted 
in its Jan. 24 issue. 

More than half of the 27 deal- 
ers of gilts — British government 
bonds — are unprofitable, the 
magazine said. 

It estimated that annnalmd 
revenue from co mmissi ons and 
market-making by jobbers and 
stockbrokers on toe London 
Stock Exchange was more than 
halved from' £890 irulEbn ’(SI -335 
billion) in toe January to Septem- 
ber 1986 period to an annualised 
rate of £415 million ($622.5 mil- 
lion) in December. 

And toe firms have had to bear 
much higher costs, it noted, in- 
cluding computer expenses and 
bigger payrolls. 

Giles and Oveitnny, one of 
London's oldest independent 
stockbrokers, went out of busi- 
ness in January. The firm de- 
clared itself insolvent after its 
parent, Chamley Davies, an in- 
surance broker, encountered 
problems from expanding too 
quickly on borrowed money, toe 
Times of London said. 

Mercantile House Holdings 
Pic, parent of stockbroker Alex- 
anders Laing and Cnricksbank, 
recently reported that its profit in 
toe six-month period ended Oct- 


31 sank *17 per cent to £27.1 
millioQ ($40.65 million). Mercan- 
tile cited, in part, the cost of 
preparing for Big Bang. 

Mr. Mervyn King, a professor 
at toe London School of Econo- 
mics, said: “We have indepen- 
dent evidence that lower transac- 
tion costs do increase turnover. 
Tbe question is, will toe response 
be big enough? That i$ as of yet 
unknown. A lot of people still 
expect a big fallout.” 

Mr. William Landreto, bead of 
equities at Goldman Sadis Inter- 
national Corp., said: “What is 
frightening is that these concerns 
are arising when volume is np and 
the market is high. If toe market 
reverses. I think you would have 
losses.” 

British firms “have to be con- 
cerned because they have a lot of 
people chewing away at them at 
different sides,” Mr. Lambeth 
said, referring to the impact of 
American and Japanese entrains 
in toe market. 

Average salaries, which rase 
50-100 per cent before Big Bang, 
are expected to fall back by 15-25 
per cent in some Big Bang jobs. 
The Economist said. 

And new staff members 
already are walking through toe 
doors of the agency that recruited 
them, looking for another job, 
toe magazine sakL 

“Either their employers are 
disillusioned with them or, more 
rarely, they with the job,” it said. 

Mr. Barnes, the executive re- 
cruiter, said some British firms 
may-fed more of a squeeze be- 
cause they locked themselves into 
higher salaries instead of using 
toe American firms’ flexible 
bonus system. 

In toe inevitable shake-out, the 
firms that made fewer mistakes in 
Big Bang are expected to domin- 
ate The Gty, gobbling up the less 
efficient. 

“The rich and smart will get 
richer and smarter. And the rest 
will have to fend for themselves,” 
said Mr. Barnes. 

Big Bang was followed by a 
succession Of insider trading scan- 
dals. Although the alleged 
wrongdoings generally took place 
before Big Bang, toe two are 
probably intertwined in the minds 
of the public. 

Tbe most publicised scandal 
has been at Guinness Pic, toe 
giant brewer. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 


CmttV* IWOnkStsUihc 



It’s a pillow with a phone built into it 
— for whenever I have to spend a 
long time on hold!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TILMI 


^ V~S 
KJ. 


□ 


ANBQT 



Lm 

^ V 


PERUSH 


IIII 

■ 

□ 



U 1 u 


WHAT THE SUGAR 
TTCOOK1 00TA5 
HE WAS TRYING TO 
^PROPOSE MARRIAGE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumWes: AMUSE FORCE WIDEST PRISON 
Answer: What a bureaucrat «— A RED TAPE WORM 
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Philippines land reform may 
undercut rebels, aide says 


Spain’s opposition pins 
hopes on new leader 


MANILA, Philippines (Agencies) — A cabinet 
minister said Sunday the government is pursuing 
land reform not simply as part of an anti- 
Communist strategy but “because the country 
needs to move forward.” 

The 23, 500-strong Communist as mandated by the new constitu- 
New People’s Army (NPA) has tion, will redistribute 9.7 million 
said land reform is one of the hectares (24 million acres) of land 

main goals of its 18-year-old in- to the country's 3 million landless 
surgency. The rebels refused to farmers. 

extendi a ceasefire _ pact that ex- Analysts say these farmers 
pired Sunday opening the way to h aV e provided ready recruits and 
possible future dashes. sympathisers for the Commun- 

“The Agrarian reform is not ^ famous Iand reform prog . 
part of the roster-insurgency rammes have been limited to corn 
programme, Minister of Agra- and rice lands and have fallen far 
nan Reforai Heherson Alvarez shon of expectations, 
told reporters. It is something .• The president herself desires 
our fanners and farm workers that the constitutional mandate to 
have long deserved and thecoun- place ^ agricultural land under 
f? . mo T® forward. Agrarian reform should be car- 

(But) if m foe process of ried out to completion wi thin ber 
achieving land reform we pull terTn 0 f office ," Mr. Alvarez said, 
foe rug from beneath foe rebels, ^ new offidally rad . 

lt '„ j 5“®,* - . . tied Saturday, will keep Mrs. 

He called land reform the Aquino in office until 1992. 
“most urgent (and) most far- 

reaching of all government prog- Meanwhile Mrs. Aquino's gov- 
rammes." eminent pledged to continue to 

Mr. Alvarez said President work for peace after a 60-day 
Corazon Aquino's government, ceasefire with Communist rebels 


expired at midday Sunday. 

Chief government negotiator 
Teofisto Guingona said he was 
sorry the rebels had refused to 
agree to an extension of the 
truce. 

“When they spurn further 
negotiations, they spurn the de- 
sire of the people and many of 
their own members to pursue 
peace," he said. 

Mr. Guingona said die govern- 
ment planned to approach the 
Communist rank and file to try 
and work out regional ceasefires. 

He said: “The government will 
keep the door to peace open but 
it will not cede to unwarranted 
demands. It will pursue recon- 
ciliation but will never yield to 
inordinate conditions.” 

Troops and rebel forces were 
said to be on a war footing 
Sunday but there were no im- 
mediate reports of post-ceasefire 
incidents. 

Armed Forces Chief General 
Fidel Ramos told his men Satur- 
day to “be ready to hit, and hit 
hairi.” 

Government and Muslim rebel 
representatives begin talks Mon- 
day on self-rule for the troubled 


southern Philippines as the price 
for ending a 15-year separatist 
rebellion. 

More than 50,000 people have 
been killed in the conflict, which 
peaked in the 1970s and could 
erupt with greater vigour if the 
talks fail to produce an agree- 
ment. 

The largest Muslim group, the 
Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF), has vowed to join Com- 
munist guerrillas in a co mmon 
front against Manila if the gov- 
ernment fails to heed the MNLFs 
demand for establishment of a 
completely autonomous region 
on southern Mindanao .and sur- 
rounding islands. 

Muslims regard the region, 
with its 20 million population, as 
their ancestral home although they 
are now a minority in the area as 
a result of decades of Christian 
migration. 

The MNLF and two other ma- 
jor Muslim rebel groups, the 
Moro Is lami c Liberation Front 
(MELF) and the MNLF refor- 
mists, have sent representatives 
to the talks at Manila’s University 
of Life. 


Dole blasts Nunn warning on SDI Senator 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate 
Republican leader Bob Dole has 
accused opposition Democrats of 
trying create a crisis out of a 
legitimate difference of opinion 
over foe interpretation of the 
anti-ballistic missile treaty. 

Sen. Dole's comments came in 
response to a letter to President 
Reagan from Sen. Sam Nunn, a 
Democrat and the chairman of 
foe Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee. 

Sen. Nunn warned Democrats 
would chop spending on the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), popularly called “Star 
Wars,'* if foe White House 
adopts a broad interpretation of 
foe 1972 anti-ballistic missile 
treaty. 

The 1972 treaty limits testing 
•and deployment of anti-missile 
defence sytems. Hie new inter- 
pretation of foe treaty, under 
consideration by foe Reagan 
administration, would permit 
same testing of Star Wars. Test- 


ing would be banned under the 
current inteipretation, which is 
more restrictive. 

Sen. Nunn wrote that such a 
move would spark a “constitu- 
tional crisis of profound dimen- 
sions.** 

“There is a confrontation 
brewing,' but it's the Democrats 
who want it and are causing it,” 
Sen. Dole said in a statement. 

“The president doesn't want a 
fight and neither do I," he said. 
“But we're not going to back 
down wben the security of foe 
country and the integrity of the 
constitution arc at stake." 

“The Democrats are trying to 
turn a legitimate difference of 
opinion into a crisis,” he said. 

Star Wars supporters in foe 
administration and Congress 
have said recently that some early 
version of the SDI could be de- 
ployed as early as foe 1990s. 
Opponents and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev say such test- 
ing would violate the ABM 


Nuclear war ‘may kill 
more in Third World’ 


BANGKOK (R) — A superpow- 
er nuclear war would kill more 
people in the Third World than in 
developed countries by wiping 
out foe crops keeping them from 
starvation, a leading environmen- 
tal scientist said Sunday. 

Asia's rice crops and Canada's 
vital wheat harvests would fail 
after a nuclear exchange upset 
monsoon patterns and black 
smoke from burning cities blotted 
out the sun. Sir Frederick Warner 
of Essex University in Britain 
told journalists. 

Areas far from the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
would still be threatened because 
foe smoke would gradually 
spread out over the earth, the 
chemistry professor said at the 
start of an environmental confer- 
ence here. 

The World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) estimates that 100 
million to one billion people 
would be killed in a nuclear war. 

But Warner, who heads a nuc- 
lear war study group for the 
Scientific Committee on Prob- 
lems of foe Environment 


(SCOPE), said starvation would 
loll upto four billion people in all 
other parts of foe world. 

“More people would die in 
Africa of starvation than would 
be killed directly by a nuclear 
war ” he said, noting that North 
American harvests were vital to 
fighting famine there. 

“In South-East Asia and the 
Indian subcontinent, the mon- 
soons would fail — that can be 
devastating.”. 

“Japan would probably be 
most vulnerable because it is at 
the northern end of foe rice- 
growing belt and produces only 
25 per cent of the rice it con- 
sumes." 

Warner’s international group 
of scientists studies “nuclear win- 
ter," an apocalyptic vision of the 
freezing and soot-blackened 
atmosphere that could be created 
by atomic war. 

Jt will continue its discussions 
at closed sessions here this week 
during an executive meeting of 
SCOPE, an international scien- 
tific group studying global en- 
vironmental problems. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CBABLES GOREN 
AND OHAH SHARIF 
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DEAR MR. GOREN 


Q.— We bad a terrible disaster in 
our rubber bridge gome (he ocher 
night. Our auction went: 

North East South West 

1 ? Pass 2 * Pass 

3 + Pass 3 T Pass 

Pass Pass 

We play old-fashioned Goren: 
four-card majors, strong two- 
bids. etc. We ended up making 
five-odd, and the fur began to 
fly. Both North and Sooth 
blamed the other. North felt that 
South, who had 16 points, should 
have jumped to four hearts. 
South fell that the anetlon was 
forcing and that North was not 
allowed to pass, even though he 
had a dead minimum opening. 
Who do you blame? — G.L., Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

A. — North certainly didn't bid as if 
he held a dead minimum; his raise 
to three dubs showed a sound 
opening bid. Therein lies the root 
or the problem. 

Once South made a two-over-one 
and then bid again over North's 
raise, it was incumbent on North to 
keep the bidding open until gome 
was reached. North should moke 
allowance for the fact that the dou- 
ble fit increases the value of his 
hand. Indeed, on this auction he 
can probably make game if his 
opening bid consisted of no mare 
than ace-king five of hearts and 
the king of dubs. 

North either made a poor choice 


of opening bids or else misbid at his 
second turn If he was so weak that 
he reared to continue over three 
hearts. Without being given the ac- 
tual hands, it is impossible to tell 

exactly where the fault lies. It is 
possible that he had some other bid 
available after two clubs. 

We can understand South’s deci- 
sion not to jump to four hearts even 
though he had 16 points. He did not 
want to crowd the auction. He was 
trying to investigate slam possibili- 
ties below the game-level. There is 
nothing worse than being left waft- 
ing in the wind in the wind at the 
five-level and going down one. 

Q. — We are trying to learn five- 
card majors as set out in 
“Goren'a New Bridge Complete.” 
What is the minimum strength In 
the suit required to respond In a 
four-card major suit to partner's 
opening bid of one In a minor? — 
E.P., Portland, Maine. 

A.— Four to the five spot! Any 
four-card suit is biddable by the re- 
sponder. Indeed, unless responder 
has a five-card suit, if he bypasses 
a suit and bids another ar the one- 
level. he explicitly denies four 
cards in that suit. 

if, however, responder has the 
values for a two-over-one response 
and holds a five-card minor and a 
four-card major, he should first bid 
his longer suit. 


treaty. 

Meanwhile in Moscow the 
Soviet Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda accused the United 
States Sunday of bluffing over its 
“Star Wars” space defence pro- 
ject and using it in a psychological 
attack on the Soviet Union. 

Pravda said experts had indi- 
cated that President Ronald 
Reagan's “Star Wars” concept, 
or Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), could not be ready for 
deployment for at least seven 
years and was being used to scare 
Moscow. 

“They know (in Washington) 
that all this fuss about the ‘stage- 
by-stage development' of SDI is a 
total bluff as specialists say even 
the first stage (which is, by the 
way, vulnerable and unreliable) 
cannot be completed for seven to 
10 years,” Pravda said. 

“It is simply to frighten us. 
They (try to) -frighten us but we 
are not afraid — foe Soviet Union 
has strong nerves.” 


Afghan troops 
recapture 
rebel areas 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — 
Rebel sources say Soviet and 
Afghan troops are building forti- 
fied positions in eastern Afgha- 
nistan to seal the border and to 
defend a key mountain pass cap- 
tured from guerrillas in fierce 
fighting. 

A senior guerrilla official, who 
asked not to be identified further, 
said Saturday he doubted the 
Soviet and Afghan forces would 
pull back and said more attacks 
were expected on rebel positions 
in Paktia province. 

Guerrilla officials based in 
Pakistan also said Saturday re- 
ports from Paktia indicated both 
sides suffered heavy losses when 
thousands of Soviets and Afghan 
troops took the Sinakai Pass and 
the surrounding Manau Kandau 
Hills on Thursday or Friday. 

An official for the Afghan In- 
formation Centre, which moni- 
tors events in Afghanistan from 
neighbouring Pakistan and is not 
linked with the guerrillas, called 
the loss oi -he pass a major blow 
for foe rebels. 

A force of more than 10,000 
Soviet and Afghan troops — in- 
cluding Soviet commandos, para- 
troopers and armoured columns 
— launched a major drive to 
retake Sinakai Pass last week. It 
had been captured by the guerril- 
las last month. Waves of Soviet 
and Afghan Air Force jets and 
artillery hammered foe guerrillas. 

At least 200 had been killed or 
wounded on both sides in foe 
battle for foe pass, with the guer- 
rillas suffering 24 dead and more 
than 80 injured, the guerrilla rep- 
resentatives said. The guerrillas 
routinely understate their losses. 

Rebels reported scattered 
clashes continued Saturday in 
Paktia province, where foe guer- 
rillas say they have some 2,500 
fighters. 

The offensive in Paktia is the 
first major military operation by 
Afghanistan’s Soviet-backed 
Communist since it declared a 
unilateral ceasefire on Jan. 15- 

Guerrilla leaders say the rebels 
still hold a chain of large fortified 
bases in the province’s Zhawar 
area some 30 kilometres from foe 
Pakistani border. The bases serve 
as operational centres and 
guard routes used by guerrilla 
convoys to bring weapons and 
supplies across foe border. 

Soviet and Afghan forces bom- 
barded the bases during foe 
week, and guerrilla officials said 
they anticipated an offensive 
against the fortifications. 


predicts 
increases 
in CIA 
budget 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hie 
new chairman of the Senate In- 
telligence Committee is dis- 
couraging proposals to drastically 
tighten congressional oversight of 
the CIA and predicting continued 
increases in the agency’s budget. 

“As long as they treat me right, 
I am going to be their greatest 
advocate,” says Sen. David 
Boren, an opposition Democrat. 

“But foe first time they don’t 
tell me something that they should 
have, when they have reasons to 
trust me, then there will be hell to 
pay,” he said in a recent inter- 
view with the Associated Press. 

Sen. Boren said he got worried 
about the decline in U.S. intelli- 
gence when he was assured in 
early 1979 by a senior official in 
foe administration of President 
Jimmy Carter that Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pahlavj would ride out 
the storm. 

“Practically the next day, foe 
Shah was on a plane out of the 
country,” and Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini was soon in power. 
Sen. Boren said. 

“I think we have seen a steady 
improvement since that debacle,” 
said Sen. Boren, citing what he 
called significant increases in foe 
amount of money that Congress 
allocates foe intelligence com- 
munity. 

The rising budget has boosted 
morale; driving foe number of 
young CIA applicants “up, up, 
up,” he said. The size of the 
budged and the number of people 
employed by foe CIA and other 
spy agencies are classified, 
although congressional sources 
say the overall intelligence 
budget has doubled since 1977. 

Improvements in U.S. capabil- 
ity since the late 1970s, Sen. 
Boren said, convince him that 
“we have an overall intelligence 
capability that is second to none. 
This is one area where we have a 
clear superiority over foe Soviet 
.Union." 

But advances on foe technical 
side, such as reconnaissance 
satellites that photograph Soviet 
military installations, nave out- 
stripped efforts to attract people 
able to interpret such photo- 
graphs or to speak exotic lan- 
guages, Sen. Boren said. 

“Human intelligence is a prob- 
lem,” he said. 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s main 
opposition AJianza Popular (AP) 
Party has set its hopes for revival 
on a young newcomer who be- 
came president in a landslide 
victory. 

Antonio Hernandez Mancha, 
35, virtually unknown in Madrid 
a few weeks ago, was swept into 
office in an emergency AP 
weekend congress with 1,935 
votes of foe 2,837 delegates. 

His rival Miguel Herrero de 
Minon, 46, AP’s interim leader, 
won 729 votes. 

The party had been badly split 
over a leadership row since last 
December when former leader, 
Manuel Fraga, 64, resigned fol- 
lowing a series of stinging elec- 
tion defeats. 

“I can bring some fresh air to 
the party,” Hernandez Mancha 
told foe congress. 

AP was the main party of a 
three-member coalition that fell 
apart after the right lost last 
June's general election to the 
ruling Socialists. 

It was the second consecutive 
election defeat to the party of 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 


since the Socialists came to power 
in 1982. Mr. Gonzalez won an 
absolute majority in parliament 
in both -elections. 

like Mr. Gonzalez, Hernandez 
Mancha is a native of the south- 
ern region of Andaluda, an eco- 
nomically backward region that 
has rarely produced a national 
political leader. 

Hernandez Mancha, who had 
His first taste of national politics 
eight months ago when elected to 
foe low-key senate, pledged to 
make foe right-wing’s ideas more 
attractive. 

“We do not have to apologise 
every day for belonging to AP,” 
he said. “Our party will be the 
core not only of the centre-right, 
but of foe whole opposition.” 

Supporters said Mr. Hernan- 
dez Mancha would give the party 
a modern image and his personal 
charm could boost the right's 
voter appeal. 

Politicians said the new party 
leader would face the daunti ng 
racir of healing divisions by next 
June's municipal and regional 
elections. 


Democrats say Reagan ‘seems 
dangerously disengaged’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — House 
Majority Whip Tony Coelho said 
Saturday that President Ronald 
Reagan “seems dangerously dis- 
engaged" and invited him to 
“come off the sidelines” and join 
the Democratic-controlled Con- 
gress in addressing the nation's 
problems. 

“As we enter the president's 
final two years, foe signals from 
foe White House are not good — 
Most of his top staff is quitting 
and Mr. Reagan hims elf seems 
dangerously disengaged from foe 
business of governing.” Mr. 
Coelho said in foe weekly Demo- 
cratic radio address. 

“We don't have all foe 
answers, but at least we're 
addressing the challenges that lie 
ahead,” be said, referring to Con- 
gress. “But the country can't be 
led by Congress alone. 


“Americans cannot afford a 
passive presidency. We cannot 
succeed if foe White House sleep 
walks through the next two 
years,” he said. “Our competi- 
tors around foe world, both eco- 
nomic and military, might try to 
take advantage. Republicans and 
Democrats want a strong pres- 
idency and foe country needs 
one.”. 

Mr. Coelho urged Mr. Reagan 
to move quickly toward an arms- 
control agreement with the Soviet , 
Union and work with Congress to 
enact trade legislation. 

“The Democrats in Congress 
pledge cooperation. We want foe 
president to t come off foe side- 
lines and join us on the playing 
field. The issues are too impor- 
tant and foe opportunities too 
great,” he said. 


Cosmonauts dock with Mir 


MOSCOW (R) — Two Soviet 
cosmonauts aboard a new^gen- 
eration Soyuz spacecraft docked 
Sunday with the orbiting space 
station Mir, the Soviet news 
agency TASS said. 

It said foe experiment, billed as 
foe first automatic docking with 
the space station, was completed 
at 2.28 a.m. (2328 GMT 
Saturday). 

The agency said cosmonauts 
Yuri Romanenko and Alexander 
Laveikin were in good health but 
foe initial report gave no further 
details of foe manoeuvre. 

The Soyuz TM-2 craft was 
launched last Friday and is the 
first in a new series of vehicles to 
take cosmonauts into space. An 
unmanned prototype of the 
Soyuz TM series was successfully 
tested last May. 

In contrast to the older Soyuz T 
models, which had to be docked 
manually with the assistance of 
cosmonauts, foe new generation 
of spacecraft is designed for auto- 
matic docking with orbiting plat- 
forms. 


Soyuz TM-2 has spent two days 
approaching Mir instead of' the 
usual one day. The official news 
agency l^SS said. this schedule 
enabled Soyuz TM-2 to save, fuel 
during the delicate link-up with 
foe station. 

After docking, one of foe first 
tasks of foe cosmonauts will be to 
unload food and other provisions 
from foe Progress-27 tanker- 
transport vehicle, launched last 
January 16 and docked with Mir 
two days later. 

During their mission, which 
Western specialists expect will 
last a record 290 days or so, a 
module for astrophyrical experi- 
ments will be launched to book 
up with Mir. It will be foe first 
such module to be attached to the 
station. 

Mir, which was sent up in 
February last year, has six dock- 
ii'g ports for specialised modules. 
When it is fully operational, it is 
pitied to be a giant, permanent- 
ly-manned orbiting space labora- 
tory. 


Sakharovs thank Gorbachev 
for freeing jailed dissidents 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet dissi- 
dent Andrei Sakharov and his 
wife Yelena, expressing thanks to 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. have said 42 political 
dissenters were freed in the last 
week from prison, labour camp 
and exile. 

“I hope that this is only a 
beginning and that soon all pris- 
oners of conscience will be 
freed,” Mrs. Sakharov told re- 
porters in Moscow Saturday. “It 
is a wonderful turnaround... We 
are very grateful to Gorbachev 
for this.” 

Mrs. Sakharov, also known by 


her maiden name BormeT, said 
she and her husband had com- 
piled their list on foe basis of 
telephone calls and telegrams 
from the freed prisoners or their 
families and friends. 

All the released prisoners have 
been given a document by labour 
camp or prison authorities saying 
they had been pardoned by a 
decree of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet, she said. 

The official Soviet Press has , 
not published the decree and the ! 
authorities have given no word on I 
how many prisoners might be 
freed. 


Haitians skip anniversary celebrations 


PORT AU PRINCE (R) — Haiti 
marked foe first anniversary of 
foe overthrow of foe long-ruling 
Duvalier dictatorship in an 
atmosphere of depression, disillu- 
sion and fear. 

The mood in Haiti, stfll mired 
in poverty, was in stark contrast 
to the joy a year ago wben Jean- 
Claude “baby doc” Duvalier fled 
into exile in France, ending 29 
years of family rule of the Carib- 
bean nation. 

A few armoured cars, mounted 
with machine guns, and truck- 
loads of troops patrolled foe 
capital, discouraging people from 
gathering, but there were no re- 
ports of violence. 

Most people Saturday stayed 
home after the interim military 
led government announced a 
national holiday, warned that 
“anyone inciting sedition” would 
be dealt with harshly and locked 
up leftist opposition figures. • 

Hie government apparently 
feared street disorders among 


Haitians incr easingl y disillu- 
sioned over slow progress to- 
wards democracy, a sinking stan- 
dard of living and a fast-rising 
crime rate which has brought a 
widespread sense of insecurity. 

Many sectors of society charge 
that Duvalier’s friends and associ- 
ates still bold key positions in the 
new government, the military and 
business. 

When news of Duvalier’s de- 
parture spread through the 
streets a year ago, Haitians, at 
first incredulous, ran ' and 
danced to his toy soldier-like 
white presidential palace. 

A year later, only a few dozen 
unsmiling, curious people drifted 
towards foe palace to watch in- 
terim President Gen. Henri Nam- 
phy arrived to unveil a plaque to 
“those who fell in the struggle 
for the establishment of democra- 
cy in Haiti.” 

Gen. Namphy himself con- 
ceded at a news conference on 
Friday that the country was not 


yet ready for democracy, 
although his caretaker govern- 
ment was continuing its timetab- 
le for democratic elections. 

Government forces raided a 
college late on Friday night and 
arrested five well-known leftist 
figures as they watched a film 
about poor Haitian sugar-cutters 
in the neighbouring Dominican 
Republic. 

Among those detained was 
Francois Piene-Louis, an admi- 
nistrator of foe New York-based 
left-wing weekly, Haiti Progres. 

Hie independent daily Le 
Nouvelliste described the Haitian 
mood with a full front-page caric- 
ature of two huge feet, one wear- 
ing a civilian shoe, the other an 
army boot, trampling on foe “pep 
ayisyen” — local Creole dialect 
for the Haitian people. 

In Miami, which has one of foe 
largest Haitian communities out- 
side the country, exiles marked 
the anniversary with a protest 
outside the Haitian consulate. 
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Pet food spoon wins contest 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 6-year-old Oklahoma girl has come 
up with a solution to a problem that has vexed some pet owners 
for years: How to feed a cat or dog without having to wash the 
messy spoon afterward. Suza n na Goodin’s solution is to shape-a 
pet cracker into an edible spoon that can be broken up nyolw 
pet’s food after serving. Her “edible pet food server” carara off 
a grand prize Saturday in an invention contest sponsored by the 
Weekly Reader School Publication. The Weekly Reader said 
more fhan 200,000 children participated in its contest. Suzanna, 
a first-grader, was cited for foe best idea submitted by cfaudren 
in kindergarten through fourth grades. Matthew Peters, 13, a 
seventh-grader from Nashua, New Hampshire, won foe grand 
prize in grades five through 12 for inventing a scoottHike 
device for masting on ice or pavement. Both children received 
$500 U.S. Savings Bonds and were being feted at foe National 
Inventors Expo this weekend in the nation's capital. 

*Days of the tomato’ celebrated 

OUAGADOUGOU. Burkina Faso (AP) — Feb. 6 and 7 have 
been declared “days of the tomato” in this West African cou ntry 
in a move to increase the use of 30,000 tonnes of tomatoes 
produced each year. The government and the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) coordinated the 
nationwide project to demonstrate methods of preparation and 
conservation in Burkina Faso, one of the worid’s poorest 
countries, “The simple methods we are using can be apphedini 
the poorest of villages,” food educator Henrietta Kabore said. 
“People can now have tomatoes in some form year-round 
instead of only five months as before.” In Ouagadougou, the 
capital city, crowds thronged past stalls in a specially created 
marketplace. Housewives, off-duty soldiers ana schoolchildren 
tasted sample dishes and took away copies of recipes which use 
tomato products. 

2 men break record In jumping rope 

JOHNSTOWN, Pennsylvania (AP) — Two men who had set 
world records jumping rope challenged each other to a 
jump-off, but they stopped at foe same time when they set what 
they claimed as a new record: More than 13 hours of continuous 
hopping. ‘Tm looking for a spare set off feet,” said Bob 
rammers, 36, of Johnstown, who had two heart attacks and a 
stroke before having open heart surgery six years ago. Commers 
and Randy Schneider, 29, of Janesville, Wisconsin, jumped 
side-by-side for 13 hoars, 15 minutes and 47 seconds at an 
American Heart Association fund-raiser in Johnstown. The two 
said they broke a record set in October of 13 hours, 12 minutes 
and 11 seconds. Each man had set previous records of more than 
12 hours. Schneider said foe two (tedded to quit together if they 
beat foe old record. “We pushed each other to the record,” he 
said. “We really didn't agree to finish together until foe 13th 
hour.” Commexs, who used to weigh 131 kilogrammes, said he 
turned to jumping rope in order to lose weight and improve his 
health. He now weighs 71 kilogrammes, he said. 

Hemingway novel gets mix ed reception 


LONDON (AP) — Some big guns were summoned by Britain's 
Sunday newspapers to review Ernest Hemingway’s posthumous- 
ly published novel, the Garden of Eden. The reception was 
mixed. The story concerns the honeymoon of a young American 
couple in France in the 1926s. The honeymoon is wrecked by the 
bride who, jealous of her husband’s writing success, turns to an 
affair with another woman, who eventually goes off with the 
husband. Playwright Tom Stoppard said in the observer: “It is in 
many places and in several respects the equal to his best work, 
and if it fails as a whole to control its aim and its balance perhaps 
it is because it became overtaken by events.” The poet Stephen 
Spender in foe Sunday Telegraph says Hemingway, by making 
the wife mad, fatally weakened his novel, by acquitting the 
husband and the other woman “of moral responsibility for their 
actions.” Spender -said despite the flaw, the novel is ‘‘very 
revealing as a thinly veiled autobiography,” as Hemingway “left 
his first wife Hadley for Pauline Pfeiffer and then, after an 
interval in which the three of them were much together, went off 
with Panline.” “It is no great shakes,” was the verdict of 
columnist Bernard Levin in the Sunday Times. Graham Lord, 
the regular reviewer of foe Sunday Express and himself a 
novelist, said in the Sunday Express: “The book is a vivid and 
painful description of paradise corrupted, innocence tainted and 
happiness lost: Of how a writer can be destroyed by a pushy 
woman but can use his fiction to escape his problems. But it's an 
a bit silly, repetitive and unbelievable,” 

Gromyko tours Moscow shops 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet President Andrei Gromyko, oldest 
member of foe Kremlin leadership, toured Moscow supermar- 
kets and heard complaints from shoppers about shortages and 
poor quality goods last week, Pravda said. Foreign analysts said 
it was only the second time Mr. Gromyko, who served as foreign 
minister for 28 years and has been a member of the Communist 
Party’s ruling politburo for almost 14, had been reported on a 
“meet the people” excursion at home. Over the past two years 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev, his Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov and Moscow Party Chief Boris Yeltsin, a reformer 
close to Mr. Gorbachev, have all been on walkabouts in the 
capital and the provinces. But Mr. Gorbachev himself has 
implicitly criticised officials who surrounded foe late president 
and party chief Leonid Brezhnev for cutting themselves off from 
the people and failing to recognise the problems of everyday 
Soviet life. 

Soldiers with AIDS to be discharged 

ROME (AP) — Italian solcfiers will be tested for AIDS and 
those found to be carrying the virus wili be discharged, foe 
Defence Ministry announced. Hie measure is part of an AIDS 
prevention and Education Programme in foe military called for 
by Defence Minister Giovanni Spadolini that also includes the 
free distribution of condoms, issuing pamphlets and holding 
seminars about the disease. Soldiers are to undergo medical 
examinations every 15 days that will include tests to dete ct the 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) virus the 
statement said. ’ 

Aquino, Waite receive awards 

NEW YORK (AP) — Philippine President Corazon Aquino 
and Terry Waite special envoy of the Archbishop of Canter- 
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